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PREFACE. 



I HAD not intended^ €n the present, 
to emhody the recoUectifuis I hsve pare-r 
9erred from St. Helena : but works are 
rapidly succeediog each^ other ; in sane 
of which Napoleon i» described as a 
roan of a violent temper, oonstaatly 
irritated, and pursuing with base haUwl 
all those who formerly surrounded him ; 
whflfl; others, arming bis own hand 
against himself, represent him as sedk- 
mg jbo terminate at Foataineblean that 
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existence, which was only to be closed 
at Longwood, after a long series of suf- 
ferings. 

I must confess, that neither in that 
description, nor in this attempt, do I 
recognize the great man whom I ap- 
proached for a considerable time. Ami- 
able, kind, hasty but just, he took a 
pleasure in eicalting the services, and 
in reeaUing the noble actions, of even 
those who had offended him ; in a 
word, his mind was as inaccessible to 
hatefiil passions as it was incapable of 
yielding to the blows of fate. 

He loved to revert to the events o£ 
his life, without omitting the slightest 
detaiU or the most trivial incid^its ;• 
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in ordeTf as hf^ would say, that I might 
be acquainted with all the seusatioiifl 
through which he had passed, and be 
the better able to appreciate his situ* 
ation. It is therefore highly impro- 
bable, that, in those moments, of imre- 
served confidence of a patient to his 
physician, he would have concealed 
fi*om me the &ct of his having made an 
attempt which must ever be attended 
with consequences of a most serious 
nature. Overwhelmed, and wounded 
in his dearest affections, he certainly 



was attacked by a most violent over- 
flowing of the bile: but he never 
thought, for a moment, of putting a 
period to his existence. 

The scenes and preparation? whidi 
such an event suizfirest mav have a 



tdost . dbamatic eflfeet ; but theW- only 
unrteiwe, in the case alluded to, hail 
been in the imagiilation of die writer 
who ia pleaised to describe tliera. 



THtf 



LAST MOMENTS OF 



NAPOLEON. 



In writing the following pages I have no in- 
tention to cast blame or censure upon any one ; 
but having witnessed Napoleon's last moments, 
having attended him during his protracted ago- 
ny, and closed his eyes, I think I owe it to 
the world to relate what I have seen. 

I was acquainted with the Chevalier Colonna, 
chamberlain to Madame Mh^e. His zeal and 
devotedness, and the noble indignation which 
had prompted him to resign the government 
of the Abbruzzi, were known to me ; and I 
therefore felt entire confidence in his honour 
and integrity, and could have no hesitation in 

VOL. I. B 
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following any advice he might give me. He 
proposed to me to proceed to St. Helena, and 
I immediately made up my mind to accept his 
proposal. I consequently settled my own pri- 
vate affairs, made arrangements to prevent the 
publication of the posthumous works of the ce- 
lebrated Mascagni, which I sii^rintended, from 
being interrupted or retarded by my absence, 
and prepared to depart. This activity was ob- 
served, and became obnoxious. Some honest 
people set to work, and in a short time I was 
noted as a suspected individual, and had all 
the agents of the police after me. Marquesses^ 
abbiSf spies, — all worthy souls, had taken the 
alarm; it seemed as if I alone could fire 
Italy from one extremity to the other ! Some 
threatened me, others directed the attention of 
the Minister towards me : secret informations^ 
anonymous letters, — all were employed against 
me. But these base intrigues did not affect me. 
I was going to be attached to the person of the 
greatest man of the age, to share hb exile, to 
enjoy his presence; litde did I caie for that 
vile tribe 9f insects that are for ever fluttering 
round the light of power ! 

The police, to whom I was a source of un- 
easiness, was however unwilling to let me go* 
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I was anatomical prosector* at the hospital of 
Sainte-Marie-Neuve at Florence, attached to the 
University of Pisa, and as such obliged to re- 
side on the spot. I asked for leave of absence — 
it was reftised ; I tendered my resignation — ^il 
was not accepted : I jsonld not remain, and was 
not allowed to go. At a loss what steps to 
take, I had recourse to negotiations ; but tlie 
more I insisted, the more I awakened suspicion. 
The name ot Napoleon filled their minds with 
terror ; nothing could dissipate their fbars.^ if I 
enumerated all the obstades whidi rmd^Bd the 
return pf that great man impossible, — ^tbe deas, 
fleets^ mountains that intervened between him * 
and Europe,^ I endeavouxed to hill their tigi- 
lance into security^ I magnified those obstacles 
because they wiere perlmps already overcome ; I 
was his agent, his accomplice — I deserved to be 
held up to public, animadversion. These fears 
of the man in office made me smile; he per*- 
eeived it, turned pale with anger, and seizing 
tlie beIM*ope, " You seem to defy me. Sir !" said 
he.—** I am list^nng to you." — ** You insuk 
me !"— ** Far from it. Sir.'' — « Recollect, 8ii*, 
that a word, a agn" — " I know it.** — 

* Prosecteur d'Analomie, one who dissects for a Pro- 
of Anatomy. 

B 2 
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" Your plots, your secret practices". . . — " Ana^ 
tomical ? " — *' Your accomplices "... — " The 
corpses?" — " You interrupt me. Sir, and I will 
not be interrupted. Yes, Sir, neither your 
plots, your secret practices, nor your accom- 
plices, have escaped the vigilance of the police. 
Every thing is known to me, even your most 
trifling arrangements"... — " In the dissect- 
ing-room ? " — ^' No, Sir, in the ball-room : the 
vapours — the scenes h la Campbell. Is Co- 
lonna still indisposed ? Is he coming ? What 
mad-cap of a woman have you chosen?" I 
looked at him, to endeavour to make out what 
he meant. — " My questions are obscure ; you 
do not understand me. It was I who set that 

old fool B after Campbell : I am not to be 

deceived by your feigned astonishment. Sir ; you 
are a " . . . — " Physiologist ?" — " A conspirator, 
Sir ! However, physiol(^st and conspirator are 
one and the same thing. You sigh after the re- 
turn of the Saturnalia ; you regret the time when 
an executioner, stained with the blood of the 
victims which his knife had polluted, put on 
the gown and exercised his share of power." — 
" Every body is now in his place. Sir ; that time 
will never return. I was saying. Sir, that Napo- 
leon". . . — " Keeps all Europe in a state of alarm." 
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" Chained, closely confined?" — " He is r^retted 
by the people." — " Vast oceans separate him from 
them." — " Those oceans may be crossed." — " But 
how can he escape the vigilance of the English?" 
— ^** He will deceive them, take them by surprise : 
water, air, earth, or some new element will as- 
sist him ; he will recover his liberty once more. 
I expect any thing; but I watch over Tus- 
cany*"—** What has Tuscany to fear, — what can 
happen to it?" — ** The very misfortune you de- 
sire for it. Do you think that I deceive my- 
self? do you think that I am not aware of the 
effect that would be produced if the demon 
of war appeared dnce more on the summit of 
the Alps, and called on the people of Italy to 
arm for liberty ?^* 

Nothing is to be gained by discussion, parti- 
cularly with the police; I therefore left this 
man to brood' over his fears, and applied to 
Cardinal Fesch. I did not wait long before I 
received the following answer from his Emi- 
nence : 

'' Rome> 19th December, ICia 

** MoNSiEuu Antommajrchi, 
** Having been requested by Lord Bathurst 
to procure a surgeon of some fame to be sent 
to St. Helena, to attend the Emperor Napoleon, 
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I have selected you to fill that situation, in con- 
sequence of the excellent testimonials that have 
been given to me concerning you» and of the 
assurance I have received of your ardent wish 
to devote your zeal and talents to the service 
of that Prince. You will, therefore, deliver the 
enclosed letter to his Excellency Lord Burg- 
hersh, the British Minister at Florence, in order 
to obtain from him the passports necessary 
to enable you to proceed to Rome, and from 
Rome to London through Germany. 

" The sum required for your voyage' wifl be 
delivered to you here, and the Emperor wiU 
himself fix your annual salary. 

** You wiU find here some travelling com- 
panions, who are going to the same place as 
yourself. 

^' Accept, Sir, the assurance of my friend- 
ship and gratitude. 

" J. Cardinal Fesch.'' 

I delivered to the British Mioister the Car- 
dinal's letter, which contained the original des- 
patch of Lord Bathurst, authorizing his Emi- 
nence to send out four persons to St Hdena. 
The Minister read it, offered me his counte- 
nance and his services, and told me that he 
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should immediatdy inform the Orand Duke of 
the intentions ci the English Government. That 
communication did not, howev^, put a stop 
to the informations and insults directed against 
me. I continued to be watched and threatened, 
and I even expected every moment to be ar- 
rested. Mj fate, I kneir> had been discussed in 
ootrndl; and ministers had assembled three times 
to deHfoerate upon that grave affair. It had, 
in fact, been decided that I should be arrested ; 
but the British Minister* represented the odium 
that would attach to such a measure, and its 
executicm was suspended, and the matter re^ 
ferred to the Cabinet of Vienna, who did not 
consider m j resolution so culpable as the Tus- 
cans had judged it. My resignation was, there- 
fore, accepted. I received my passports, and 
set off on the 5th January for Rome, where I 
arrived on the 7ih. 

I was introduced to Madame Jkfere, to the 
Cardinal, and to all the members of the Im- 
perial fieunily then at Rome. I thought I should 
not remain in that city longer than the time 
necessary to receive their orders, and that I 
should proceed without delay; but his Emi- 
nence was deeply engaged in bulls and ortho- 
doxy, in order to be satisfied that the priest 
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who was to accompany me did not err in mat- 
ters of &ith. Unfortunately Abbe Parigi was a 
very accomplished man, — a man of taste and 
literary acquirements, and of elegant manners, 
and one who might have greatly contributed to 
enliven the tedious hours spent by the Emperor 
at St. Helena. But his determination had dis* 
pleased certain devout personages, and means 
were found to prepossess against him the Pope, 
the Archbishop, and all those who had any 
influence at Rome. 

The Cardinal was aware that the Abbe was 
the victim of calumny ; but susceptible, like 
Caesar, he nevertheless rejected him, and with- 
drew the bull from him. A successor to him 
was now to be found; and that was no easy 
matter ; so many qualifications are required to 
make an. apostle ! But grace, which never 
forsakes the just, inspired his Eminence with 
the idea that a missionary, knowing enough 
of theology and physic to instruct and cure 
the savages of the South Sea Islands, was pre- 
cisely the man fitted for St. Helena. Tried 
both in faith and works, such a man would 
unite every advantage, and offer no objec- 
tions ; and such a man ought to be sent. Buo- 
navita was consequently selected and appoint- 
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ed Apostolical Prefect. After a i*esidence of 
twenty-six years in Mexico, Buonavita had 
returned to Europe, and had been succes- 
siyely almoner to Madame Mere at Elba, and 
chaplain to Princess Pauline at Rome. He 
was fiill of zeal ; but feeble, gouty, and in- 
firm, he could not possibly ftilfil the object of 
his mission. A recent attack of apoplexy had 
also affected his tongue, and almost . entirely 
deprived him of speech. Nevertheless, he 
did not hesitate to accept the appointment. 
His wish to serve the Emperor made him 
foi^t the weakness of his powers. How- 
ever, as member of the G>ll^e of the PropOn 
ganda^ he could not go alone. Missions in 
which the line is to be crossed must be com- 
posed of at least two missionaries; and a 
young Abbe Vignali, who had some notions of 
medicine, was therefore attached to Buonavita. 
Princess Pauline gave her cook, Madame Mire 
one of her valets, and thus a little colony 
was formed. It now remained to be deter- 
mined whether we should proceed by sea or 
land ; whether we should journey by long or 
short stages. The. Emperor was suffering, and 
without a physician; but as a priest was to 
be sent to him who had lost the use of ail 
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his limb8, it was resolved that we should go 
at a snail's pace, crossing Grermany without 
changing faoises, and stopping every where ; and 
that we should wait until the health of our 
Apostolical Prefect was re-established. 

1 bad already been a montii at Rome : 
time was passing, and we did not move. My 
patience was almost exhausted ; but his Emi- 
noice was assailed with doubts and scruples ; — 
1 was obliged to submit. To b^uile the te- 
dious hours, I tried to visit the sral which I was 
treading, and which had been trodden by the 
masters of the world. Here the Crracchi had 
perished ! — there Sdpo— lurther on Sorilins ! 
Wherever I turned my eyes, they fell on some 
spot polluted by crime or bloodshed. It was 
quite enough for me ; and I had no need of 
the recollections awakened by the aspect of 
the ruins tjjat Flaminius had once inhabited, 
to estimate the value of an aristocracy. 

At length I received Dr. O'Meara's report of 
Uie Emperor's con^tlaint. It was as follows : 

" In the last days of September, symptoms 

have been developed which indicate a disor- 

n:ed state of the hepatic regions. Napoleon 

id before that time had frequent attacks of 
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catarrh, head-ach, and rfaeumatism ; but these 
affections are now aggravated, — his legs and 
feet are swollen. 

** The gums have assumed a spongy, scor- 
butic appearance, and signs of indigestion have 
become manifest. 

• ** 1st Oct. IS17. — ^Acute pain, heat, sensation 
of heaviness in the right hypochondriac region, 
accompanied by dyspepsia and costiveness. 

*^ From that period the disease has continu- 
ally increased. Its progress has been slow, 
but unceasing. The pain, which at first was 
slight, has become so violent that an inflam- 
matory hepatitis may be feared. This aggra- 
vation of the disorder proceeds from a violent 
catarrh. 

•* Three of the molar -teeth were carious, 
and I thought they might be, in part, the 
cause of the inflammatory affections of the 
maxillary muscles and membranes, and that 
they might also have produced the catarrh. 
I therefore extracted them at proper intervals, 
and the attacks have since been less fre- 
quent. 

" In order to remove the scorbutic appear- 
ance of the gums, I prescribed a vegetable 
diet, and the use of acids. Tliis treatment had 
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the desired effect; the affection disappeared, 
returned again, and again yielded to it. 

" Opening medicines and frictions had re- 
lieved the legs : they were, however, again at- 
tacked after some time, but less violently. 
Purgatives, warm baths, abundant perspira- 
tions, have often diminished the pain in the hy- 
pochondriac region, without, however, dissipat- 
ing it completely. In the months of Apr^ and 
May it increased considerably ; became irregu- 
lar, and produced costiveness, diarrhoea, abun- 
dant evacuations of bilious and mucous matter, 
choUc, and flatulency, accompanied with loss of 
appetite, sensations of heaviness, uneasiness, 
and oppression at the pit of the stomach.* 
Face pale ; sclerotic timicle of the eye f yel- 
low; urine acrid and strongly coloured; de- 
pression of spirits, and head-ach. The patient 
could not lean on the left side. He experi- 
enced heat in the right hypochondriac region ; 
nausea, sometimes followed by vomiting of 
bilious matter, acrid and viscous, and which 
increased with the pain ; almost total absence 
of sleep ; extreme weakness. 

" The swelling of the legs again appeai'ed, 
but in a less degree than at first. Head-ach, 

* Anticardium. t Cornea. 
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uneasiness, anxiety, oppression in the epigastric 
and precordial region, paroxysm of fever in the 
earlier part of the night ; skin hot, thirst, nau- 
sea, pulse quick. .Towards day calm and per- 
spiration. This is an effect that may be gene- 
rally observed in the case of the patient : the 
fever leaves him after an abundant perspira- 
tion. There is in the right hypochondriac re- 
gion a tumefaction, which is felt on exterior 
pressure. The tongue is almost constantly 
white. The pulse, which before his iUness 
gave 54 to 60 pulsations per minute, now beats 
88. Pain above the shoulder-blade. Ordered 
two purgatives to stimulate the liver and the 
bowels, and to re-establish the secretion of the 
bile. This gave relief, but it was of short 
duration. In the last days of May and the 
first days of June, the effects produced were 
slight and momentary. Proposed the use of 
mercury ; but the patient manifested the great- 
est repugnance to take it, and objected to it 
under any shape. I advised him to ride on 
horseback, to rub every day the hypochondriac 
regions with a brush, to wear flannel, to take 
warm baths, to use remedies, to seek diversion, 
to follow a diet, and not to expose himself 
to bad weather, and to the variations of the 
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atmosphere. He has neglected the two most 
important) things, — viz. exercise and diversion* 
At last, on the 1 1th of June, I overcame his 
repugnance, and obtamed that he would try 
mercury ; and he took mercurial pills, No. ij, 
gr. vj. He continued this medicine until the 
16th. I administered them night and morning, 
and gave him now and then some opening 
medicines to remove costiveness. At the end 
of six days I changed the prescription, and 
substituted calomel (stUmurias hydrargyri) for 
mercury ; but it produced nausea, vomiting, 
cholic, and a general sensation of uneasiness. 
I suspended the use of it, and tried it again 
on the 19th: it caused the same effects. I 
returned to the first mercurial preparation, and 
gave it three times a day until the 27th, when 
I discontinued it altogether. The apartments 
were extremely damp, and Napoleon had a 
violent catarrh, with high fever and extreme 
irritation. I again had recourse to the former 
remedy on the 2d of Ju}y, and contiuued it 
till the 9th, but without success.. Th^ salivary 
glands were still in the same state. Absence 
of sleep, irritation, and vertigos were of more 
frequent occurrence. Two years of inaction, a 
murderous climate, apartments low and ill-ven- 
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tilated, a most barbarous treatment, solitude, — 
eveiy drcumstauce that can painfiilly effect the 
mind, has concurred in this case ; and, all com- 
bined, have acted mth simultaneous effect on 
the patient. Can it be a matter of surprise 
if the hepatic regions are disordered? Is it 
not, on the contrary, wonderfiil that the pro- 
gress of the malady has not been more n^id ? 
Tliat it has not, must be attributed to the 
strength of mind of the patient, and to the 
soundness of a constitution unimpaired by in* 
temperance or debauchery. 

(Signed) " Barry E. CMeara, 

Surgeon, &c.' 

Longwood, 9tli July, 1818.' 



c« ^ o »> 



The Cardinal and Madame Mhre wished 
to lay this report before some members of the 
profession at Rome ; and for that purpose they 
assembled a consultation of those who enjoyed 
the greatest reputation. I was present at the 
conference, together with one of the missiona- 
ries, but without taking part in the delibera-^ 
tions. The result of the consultation was de- 
livered to me a few days after in writing. 
That document was to be my law, my guide ; 
I was not to deviate from it. A copy of it 
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was also given to Vignali; I could not then 
comprehend why, but I learnt it at St. Helena. 
The document was of the following tenor : 

" We the undersigned, who have been called 
together to consult respecting the health of his 
Majesty the Emperor Napoleon, having care- 
fully examined a report from Dr. 0*Meara, who 
has attended the patient until the 25th July, 
1818, have concurred in the following opi- 
nion: 

" 1st. The disease of the august patient con- 
sists of an obstruction of the liver, and a scor- 
butic dyscrasy. 

" 2d. To oppose the progress of the first- 
mentioned disorder, it is necessary to have re- 
course to a diet tempered by the use of fresh 
vegetables, subacid fruits, and animal substances 
of easy digestion, and calculated to produce 
chyle of an emollient nature. Exercise in open 
air, on foot, on horseback, or in a carriage; 
a habitation in an airy situation, exposed to 
the driest and healthiest winds; the use of 
mild remedies which do not irritate the system, 
— are so many means that may be successfully 
resorted to. Preference should, however, be 
given to the extract of cicuta, acetate of potass, 
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and a little salt inineral water, of the nature 
of that of Tettucio in Tuscany. 

^^ 3d. If these remedies should not open the 
bowels, a small dose of pills, composed of soap, 
rhubarb, stdphate of soda or potass, and mixed 
with extract of taraxkum *, might be adminis- 
tered to -the patient three times a week before 
supper. 

^* 4th. In order to eradicate the scorbutic 
affection, it is necessary, in addition to the three 
first remedies prescribed in the preceding para« 
graph, to administer the depurated juices of 
anti-scorbutic plants, such as fumariay veronica 
beccabunga^ nasturtium aquaticum, but particu- 
larly cochUaria. To restore to the gums the 
vigour and consistency which they ought natu- 
rally to have, a dentifrice may be used, com- 
posed of anti-scorbutic plants pulverised, and 
mixed with conserve of roses. 

'^ 5th. Should the hepatic affection and its 
consequences, particularly loss of appetite and 
flatulency, be removed, it will then be proper 
to administer whey, made of mare's or ass's 
milk, mixed with the juice of some bitter, but 
not aromatic plants : preference to be. given 
to the various kinds of endive. 

* Dandelion. 
VOL, I. C 
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6th. Lastly, in the hottest time of the year, 
cold, or at least slightly tepid baths, as well as 
shower-baths, on the right hypochondriac re- 
gions, may be resorted to, but with prudence, if 
the continuation or increase of the obstruction 
in the liver shoul4 require it, and the scorbutic 
affection should not forbid their use. 

** The applicability of the advice contained in 
this consultation must depend on the peculiar 
circumstances of the case of the august patient, 
and on the state of his disorder, when the me- 
dical attendant selected for him shall visit 
him. 

(Signed) " Paul-Baptist Mucchielli, 

Physician to his Highness* 

** John-Baptist Bomba,'! 
Peter Lupi, f **«>fe8sor« 

Dominique Minchini,^ ^/. * *. .. 

^ ^ \ University. 

Joseph Sisco. 1 

'' Ibnae, Ist February, 1819." 

In the midst of all these consultations, cares, 
and anxieties, time was rapidly passing away : 
the end of February approached, and the 
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period of oar departure was not yet' fixed. It 
was in Tain that I b^ged and prayed; his 
Eminence had always still some case to provide 
for, some arrangements to make^ and my so- 
licitations produced no effect At last, how- 
ever, by dint of perseverance I succeeded. He 
yielded, and gave the desired order; but we 
were still oMiged to lose two days in order to 
[ acoepit a most magnificent dinner, at which* 

Madame Mire^ PauHne, and Louis were pre- 
sent Every body was in very good spirits, 
and they aU wished us a pleasant journey and 
a safe passage. 

We had nimiberless ornaments for the Em- 
peror*s chapel, liut not a single letter, not a 
word for the Emperor himself. His EStti- 
nence had been so much engaged with bulb 
and symtxds, and other matters of faith, that 
he had not had time to announce our depar- 
ture, or even to write a few lines of introduc- 
tion for us to the Ctrand^MarichaL He, how- 
ever, promised to send to lionddn despatches 
for St; Helena ; and on the 25th, in the morn- 
ing, we • at last quitted Rcmie. But unfortu- 
nately our horses were not good, and the roads 
were bad, so that we proceeded but slowly, and 

c 2 
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were twelve days going to Bologna. Her 
Majesty the Archduchess Maria Louisa had 
arrived there the day before us ; she was going 
to Florence, whither she was to precede her 
august father. She did not stop, but the inha- 
bitants had run to meet her, and taking the 
horses from her carriage, had drawn her a con- 
siderable distance in the midst of the most 
lively acclamations. We continued our jour- 
ney, and reaohed succesrively Modena and 
Parma. At the latter place we got a 4ock of 
little Napoleon's hair, which we religiously car- 
ried to St. Helena. We passed through Turin^ 
over Mount Cenis, through Geneva, part of 
Switzerland, the duchy of Baden, along the 
right bank of the Rhine, and reached Frankfort 
on the 1st of April. In that city I had been 
directed to see the Countess of SurviUiers, who 
received me in the most flattering manner, 
and enquired very particularly respecting the 
health of Madame Mkre. She also introduced 
me to her two daughters, whose beauty was 
only equalled by their modesty, and asked 
me several questions concerning the eldest son 
of Prince Canino. Being ignorant of the 
marriage that was then projected, I was at 
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a loss to acoount for the lively interest he 
inspired* 

I went the following day to Offenbach, 
where Count Las Cases resided. Abbe Buona- 
vita had a letter for him from his Eminence, 
and I wished to offer my services to him, .and 
take his commands for St. Helena; but we 
found him so ill and so exhausted, that he could 
scarcely make himself heard. He entered into 
some details respecting his complamt, and asked 
my advice as to what he was to do ; and this 
discussion, and the information he gave us 
about St. Helena, made it very late when I re- 
turned to Frankfort. However, as we were to 
set off the next morning, I went to take leave 
of Madame de Survilliers. She again asked 
me several questions, appeared satisfied with 
my answers, and expressed a wish to see the 
introduction to the great anatomical work of 
Mascagni, of which I had a copy with me. 
The subject was not one much calculated to 
flatter the delicate taste of a lady ; but she de- 
sired it, and I obeyed. She admired- the neat- 
ness and beauty of the execution of the work, 
and was pleased to address me some highly 
flattering encomiums on the subject. She then 
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requested me to remember her to the Emperor, 
and delivered to Abbe Buonavita various trifling 
things, some of which . were for his Majesty, 
and the others for Madame Bertrand. On 
leaving Frankfort we proceeded through Ant^ 
weipi to Ostend, where we embarked on board 
the packet. 

Our destination was known, and we received 
marked attention from every body on board. 
Some addressed congratnJations to us ; others^ 
expressions of regret : aU, save one, seoned as 
if. they would wiUin^y have shared our exile. 
** .What madness !" exclaimed he : *^ Bonaparte — 
a traitor !" I was going to reply to the exda- 
niations of this Englishman, who continued 
them in a tone participating of ttoger and 
shame ; ** Let him alone," said somebody; '' it 
IS Campbell : he has some right to be dousive — 
da not interrupt him." I foUowed this advice. 
Our Captain was in high spirits ; his pleasantry 
entertained us all: and we all agreed with 
him, to Napoleon's shame, that to set an old 
woman after aman, at a ball, was to play him.a 
scandalous trick, and laugh at him in a most 
erael mann^ ! But however much w^ might 
approve our Captain's resentmenti we were un- 
willing that he should carry it too far. We 
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told him so : he was going to be aagiy, but we 
begged he would not, and he listened to us. 
We soon got to Dover, and afterwards to Lon*- 
don, where we arrived on the lOlh. 

Two days after our arrival we called ait 
Lord Balihurst's office. We were desirous of 
delivering to his Lordship the letter fixim tiie 
Cardinal, announcing to him the departure of our 
little colony for St. Helena ; but his Lordship 
did not condescend to receive us. He sent us 
his Secretary, who asked us some qnestious re^ 
lative. to our departare, our arrival, and the in* 
ddenta of our journey ; and promiBed to lay our 
despatches befcnne his Lordship, and to send us 
an answer very shortly. 

Accordingly, a few days afterwards, AbbI 
Buonavita received a letter, informing us that 
we w^re to hold ourselves in readiness totmt 
off, and that we should proceed to the Cape 
in the first instance, there being no opportunity 
direct for St. 'Helena. Vignali could not go 
widi us, we'wei« told at the same time, one 
prifest being stifficient for Bonaparte, andihe Car** 
dinal having received permission for f6nr per* 
sons only. Thi^ detefmioaation was very uu* 
wdcdme, and upset aS the cakulations of his 
Eminence; but, fortunately, onr Apostolical 
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Prefect succeeded in obtaining its revocation. 
He wrote to Lord Batburst, rejaresenting bis age 
•and infirmities, and tbe orders of his Holiness 
tbe Pope forbidding all Missionaries to go singly 
into a country tbat is not Catbolic. Tbe Mi- 
nister relented, gave some bopes to tbe old man, 
and granted, at last, to bis grey bairs wbat be 
bad refused to tbe Cardinal. 

Notbing notr remained but to set oflF. But 
the winds were contrary, there were no oppor- 
tunities for St. Helena, and tbe ships for the 
Cape had already sailed. We must wait until 
after tbe weather became favourable, and we 
shotdd be sent out by tbe first transport tbat 
sailed : such was tbe language held to us. Op- 
portunities for those places occurred fi^equently ; 
we knew it : but on every occasion tbe Minister 
bad received no intelligence of it, and it would 
have ill become us to be better informed than 
the Government. 

Dr. O'Meara had just arrived in London. I 
inmiediately went to him, to obtain some details 
respecting the Emperor's situation. He told 
me tbat it was daily growing worse; tbat he- 
piUitis is endemic at St. Helena; tbat all his 
cares, all tiie most famed remedies^ bad.failed to 
arrest its prepress ; and that be considered Napo- 
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leon's cure impossible^ unless he were to be re- 
moved from the fatal influence of that climate. 
At his departure^ he had advised him to call in 
Dr. Stokoe of the Conqueror ; but this gentle- 
man had scarcely paid a few visits, when the 
Govemw had taken umbrage at it. Dr. O'Meara 
delivered to me Dr. Stokoe s reports, which were 
of the following tenor : 

'' Longwood^ 17th January^ 1819. . 

^ I have visited Napdeon this morning, and 
found him in a state of extreme weakness. H^ 
suffered great pain in the right side, in the 
hepatic r^ion, and shooting pains . in the 
shoililder. In the ndddle of the night he had 
had a violent head-ach, fc^wed by vertigoes, 
which lasted a quarter of an hour. After it 
was over he took a warm bath, which brought 
on abundant perspiration and gave him consi- 
derable relief. 

^' Considering the tendency to a determina- 
ti(m of blood to the head, I think it indispensa- 
Ue that a medical attendant should be con- 
stantly with him, to render in time every assist- 
ance required in a case of so grave a nature. 

(Signed) " John Stokoe." 
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TO COUNT BEttTKAND. 

'* Longwood^ 18th January^ 1819. 

** Notwithstanding the symptoms of chronic 
hepatitis which first aj^ared sixteen months 
ago, and the disorders they have produced, I do 
not think there is any imminent danger. The 
disease assumes every day a more unfavourable 
character, and will, in all probability, termi- 
nate Napoleon's life. But however pernicious 
the influence of the climate may be, and how- 
ever rapid the progress of the disease, I re- 
peat it, I do not think there is any imminent 
danger. 

** The most alarming sjndptoms are thoee 
which were developed in the course of the night 
before last; If they should appear again they 
might produce fatal consequences, particularly 
if medical assistance were not at hand. 

(Signed) ** John Stokoe.*' 

^ liongwviod, Idth January, 1819. 

** Yesterday, soon after my arrival at Long- 
wood, I was requested to go to see Napbleon 
Bonaparte. Count Bertrand asked me the rea- 
son of my long absence ; and I told him, that as 
the Admiral had not received any official inti- 
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mation from Longwood, I had only obtained 

leave very late in the afternoon. I have seen the 

patient. The fever continued the same, the heat 

of the skin was considerable, the head-ache had 

iaereased, and lie bad had no motami fer twenty- 

fesur hdUrs* I was afHipt^heiisive of an attack 

similar to that v^iach occiurred in tlie night from 

Saturday to Sunday, and advised him to lose a 

Uttfe blood, and to take a strong pui^tive. He 

maidlesled repugnance to my prescriptaons, and 

preferred an enema. At tboat ibree oV;lock 

in the monedng Count Bertrand sent Sar me, 

and b^ged me to go with him to Napoleon. 

The symptoms had not diminished, and the 

head-ach bad been continually increasing* I 

stiongly insisted upon his being Med : he con^ 

seuted, and eiqierienced almost immediate re« 

Set He also took astrong dose of Ghelteoham 

salts; 

<< On this occasion I examined Uie hepatic 
r^on more particulaiiy than I had done before, 
uid I am n6wf convinced ' that the liver is se- 
riously affected. I have consequently recom- 
mended the use of mercury, and of other medi- 
cines wbich agree with the constitution of the 

patieDt. 

(Signed) " John Stokoe." 
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'' St. Helena, 20th January, 1819. 
" SlE, 

'^ I have strong reasons to suppose that my 
visits at Longwood will be suspended, either by 
direct orders from my superiors, or because 
means will be found to render my attendance 
there so very unpleasant, that I shall be obliged 
to give it up. However that may be, if I have 
not the opportunity of speaking to you on a 
subject in which I feel extremely interested, let 
me request you to do all in your power to in- 
duce Napoleon to follow the course of medicine 
which I have prescribed for him. That alone 
can avert the danger that threatens him. He- 
patitis, at whatever stage it may be, is a dan- 
gerous disease, particularly in a climate Uke that 
of St. Helena. 

" The obstruction of the liver, an habitual 
state of costiveness, and the derangement of the 
digestive organs, will produce a determination 
of blood to the head, precisely as it happened 
on Saturday. 

*^ I therefore entreat you. Sir, if I am no longer 
allowed to attend him, to use all your endea- 
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vours to obtain that Dr. Verling may be my 
successor at Longwood. 

" I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) " John Stokoe." 

to COUNT BERTRAND. 

" Longwood^ 21st January, 1.819* 

^* An hour and a half after my arriyal at> 
Longwood I saw Napoleon. The fever was 
slight, but the pain in the right side had in-, 
creased. The purgative had produced evdcua^ 
tions, accompanied by violent colic. The pa<- 
tient had not slept well, and the pain in the 
side cfontinued unabated. I advised him to take 
a warm bath,* and left him in it. Before I went 
away, I insisted upon the necessity of recom- 
mencing a medical treatment. . I told him that 
I had already prepared some, medicines, and 
that I should 'send him others, with proper in- 
structions how to use them, since I . could, not 
continue my visits. He replied, that he would 
never take any medicine that was not adminis- 
tered to him by his own surgeon. 

" I have the honour, &c. 

(Signed) " John Stokoe. ' 
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These reports fixed my detenninatieii ; and 
without stopping at the office, or inquiring for 
the Secretary, I went to Lord Beihurst himself. 
I recalled to his mind the promises that had 
been made to us, and the intimation we had 
received from him : told him that ships were 
now ready to sail ; that the opportunities 
which he wished to avail himself of were now 
offering ; and that we were very anxious that 
they should not be allowed to eaci^ by unne« 
oessary ddsys. Those delays, I added, were 
doubly painfid to us, for they put us to im- 
mense expenses, and exposed Ni^pcdeon to $&- 
nous accidents. — ^^ So you thiiik him il?"*~ 
^^The reports are unanimcMis on that subfect/' 
— **Ahr ... — ^'Stokoe! O'Meara ! " • . .— 
''Stokoe! CrUesral What . do they think of 
his compIaiDft at Rome ?" — ^' They entertain 
very serious alarms.'' — " They dread the influ- 
ence of the climate ?''-« In the highest de- 
gree.* — "The penury, the privations, the bad 
treatment to which he is exposed ?" — ** They 
anticipate all the consequences that may result 
from so rigorous a captivity." — "Seriously?" 
— "Undoubtedly." — "Well, calm your appre- 
hensions and those of his family ; I have 
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just receired intelligence respecting him^— he 
is perfectly well." 

These last words were pronounced with an 
expression of truth that went to 207 heart; I 
could not contain the taumifestation of my joy. 
His Lordship observed it, and without shewing 
any signs of disapprobation continued : — '^ He 
cries out, he complauis, but he has every thing 
he can want at St. Hdena : Government sup*- 
plies him with every thing in abundance ; he 
costs us immense sums! However, be com- 
forted; you win soon jvbige by yonr own ob- 
servation whether I tell the tmtk" 

I should have wished to believe the intelli- 
gence, and probably his Lordship also; but the re- 
spect I already entertained for Sir Hudson Lowe 
could not prevail over the assertions of profes- 
sional men. I resolved to take the benefit of the 
experience of some skilM practitioners, parti* 
colarly of those who had practised within the 
trojHcs, or even at St. Helena. The publica- 
tion of the posthumous works of Mascagni had 
given me a sort of celebrity, and I naturally 
found mysdf in social intercourse with the 
first men in London. All proffered their ad- 
vice and assistance; every one invited me to 
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have recourse to him ; one and all seemed 
anxious to contribute to alleviate sufferings of 
which they deprecated the cause. I accord- 
iD^7 took advantage of their fovourable dispo- 
sitions: I addressed circular letters to them ; I 
laid before them the consultation which had 
been delivered to me, and the reports which I 
had received, and I requested them to give me 
their opinion respecting the Emperor's cora- 
jdmnt, and to point out the means which they 
considered the best calculated to effect its cure. 
All, but particularly the venerable James Curry, 
so celebrated for his labours on hepatitis, an- 
sw&%d me with a zeal and kindness that af- 
fected me most sensibly. I collected together 
their different opinions, and submitted them to 
the 'mscussion of some physicians whose prac- 
tice had been more particularly directed to the 
kind of disease in question. The result of 
their discussion was the following prescription : 

" We have deliberated upon the written and 
verba) statements of Doctors O'Meara and 
Stokoe, and think we have discovered that the 
disease of Napoleon is chronic hepatitis. That 
,hsorder almost always proceeds from acute 
hei)atitis ; particularly when the patient, bom 
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in another country, accustomed to other cli- 
mates, is obliged to reside within the tropics ; 
but it is also sometimes produced by local cir- 
cumstances which have a tendency to disturb 
perspiration. Such is the case in the present 
instance. The relaxation of the primitive tex- 
ture of the liver, added to the sudden cessation 
of activity in the cerebral and muscular func- 
tions, and to the debilitation of the intellectual 
faculties, must naturally have accelerated the 
pn^rress of humoral obstruction in that organ. 
We can affirm that scorbutic dyscrasy does not 
exist yet. The mucous membranes that coyer 
the gums, and others of the same nature, are 
generally the first to be affected by any irre- 
gularity of the viscera that acts directly upon 
the functions of chylification, sanguification, and 
the successive nutrition of organic parts,*' 

The curative means to be resorted to are 
described in the following letter : 

" I HAVE attentively perused the two re- 
ports which you have been kind enough to 
send me. If I were not convinced of the little 
value of an opinion formed without seeing the 
patient, I should be disposed to complain of 

VOL. I. D 
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the want of information upon certain points, 
which I generally consider important when I 
wish to obtain an exact diagnostic in hepatic 
cases ; but instead of entering into a disserta- 
tion which would appear to you useless, I 
think it sufficient to repeat in general terms 
what I have already had the pleasure of men- 
tioning to you personally ; that is, that all the 
experiments and observations I have made, or 
been able to collect, have fully convinced me 
that mercurial preparations are the only means 
by which a radical cure can be effected. Mer- 
cury is, of all medicines, that which most ef- 
fectually answers our expectations, provided 
there be yet no organic injury ; and provided 
it be administered with prudence, and under 
proper circumstances. I should not, however, 
wish it to be understood that I mean to ex- 
clude all other remedies, such as local bleeding, 
blisters, purgatives, reftigerants, &c. 

" I am afraid you will think I am entering 
into superfluous details with you, who as a 
pupil of M ascagni must know better than any 
body, that nothing so satisfactorily exhibits the 
state of an organ as the manner in which it 
executes its functions, if I add, that as the 
ordinary operation of mercurial medicines is to 
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stimulate the liver to perform its natural secre- 
tions, the quantity and quality of the prepa- 
ration must be solely adapted to obtain that 
end ; the appearance must point out to us the 
advantages already gained, and must be our 
sole guide in the application of the great re- 
medy, the recommendation of which is the 
principal object of this letter. 

" I have the honour to be, &c. 

" S." 

" London — Saturday." 

One of the most distinguished pupils of Dr. 
Curry did not confine himself to recommending 
to me the use of mercurial preparations ; he 
wished to enable me to judge by my own ob- 
servation of the efficacy of this specific. For 
that purpose he took me to the different est^ 
blishments of the capital, and gave me oppor- 
tunities of witnessing the effect produced by 
it in cases of hepatitis and of chronic fluxes, 
occasioned by residence in India, or within the 
tropics. I experienced the same kindness and 
attentions fix>m several other skilful practitioners 
of London. Every one communicated to me 
the result of his observations, and his own 
views and ideas on the subject. I had also 

13 2 
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access to every museum or collection : the name 
of Napoleon was a passport of admittance every 
where ; nobody wished to appear an accomplice 
in the conduct of Ministers. 

I had with me the introduction to and 
the proo& of thirty plates of the great anato- 
mical work of Mascagni, the publication of 
which I had superintended. I shewed them 
to some physiologists, who spoke of them in 
the world, and curiosity was generally ex- 
cited. Every body wished to see that beautifiil 
work, and from the learned the expression of 
the admiration it excited found its way into 
the public papers. We now possessed, it was 
said, a topographical map,— a panorama of the 
human body. The frame of the edifice — -the 
pieces which determine its form, give it grace 
and produce its motions — the fibres which 
transmit the acts of the will, the canals through 
which flow the humours that form the blood, — 
all was described, all was traced with a degree 
of neatness and perfection hitherto imexampled. 
Dissection was henceforth superfluous, and ana- 
tomy was no longer a disgusting study. 

This introduction was published under the 
patronage of the Prince Regent, and the edi- 
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tors had requested me to present the dedica- 
tion of it to his Royal Highness. This I did, 
through the medium of Lord Bathiurst, to 
whom I again renewed our incessant request 
to be allowed to set off. As usual, I received 
the most positive promises, and the usual result 
followed them. Ships were continually sailing 
for the Cape, or St, Helena ; but his Lordship 
was so unlucky that he was either not apprised 
of it in time, or could not procure a passage. 

Up to the moment of my departure I had 
not had any thing to do with the police, — and 
I had no idea that it was so timorously inclined. 
I coiild never have supposed, for instance, that 
anatomical plates would furnish matter for sus- 
picion ; I thought there could be no difficulty 
opposed to my taking them with me ; but I 
found the case diiFerent. In the present age 
every thing conspires; and muscles and ten- 
dons might compass the death of kings, or 
communicate with usurpation! I interceded 
with Lord Bathurst on their behalf, and re- 
quested him to allow me to make them the 
companions of my exile, and to get from 
Europe the books that were necessary to en- 
able me to complete the work ; but his Lord- 
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ship gave me an answer that was far from being 
satisfactory. It seemed, therefore, that suspi- 
cions existed, which it was necessary to dispel. 
To open a correspondence would have been a te- 
dious process, and of doubtful issue ; and I there- 
fore adopted a more straight-forward course. 
I took the plates to Lord Bathurst's office, and 
submitted them to his inspection. His Lord- 
ship*s reception was most affable : he looked at 
the plates, examined them minutely, and asked 
me several questions concerning the work itself, 
and the obstacles and delays that my residence 
at St. Helena would oppose to its publication. 
Several persons came in whilst his Lordship 
was looking at the plates, and they also ex- 
pressed themselves equally gratified. The un- 
dertaking was vast, they said, and well con- 
ceived, and deserved to be patronized by the Bri- 
tish Groverament. How could I abandon occu- 
pations so noble and useful, to go and reside on a 
miserable rock? What inconceivable infatua- 
tion! — They were Englishmen, and I ^m a 
Frenchman ; we could not possibly understand 
each other : I therefore thanked them for their 
kindness, and requested his Lordship to hasten 
the period of our departure, which had been 
so often promised and dcfeiTed. My interview 
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with his Lordship had lasted more than an hour, 
and I had received the assurance that I should 
be allowed to take the plates with me, and that 
we should sail very shortly. I went away full 
of hope and joy. But the illusion was of short 
duration : I was soon assailed with offers and 
threats. 

England abounds in first-rate practitioners, 
and I could not therefore suppose that there 
really existed any intention to secure my pre- 
sence and ray services ; — the object was to 
insult Napoleon, to degrade me ; and all the 
riches of India would have been insufficient to 
atone for so base an attempt. 

Every endeavour to corrupt me having proved 
ineffectual, means were tried to bring me to 
commit myself. We had at last received no- 
tice to hold ourselves in readiness to depart, 
and I had been to take leave of some friends, 
and was accompatlying a lady home, when I 
was accosted by several individuals of mean 
appearance, who began to load me with the 
most opprobrious epithets, and to vociferate 
abuse against the f^rench, and against the lady 
who was with me. As long as they had con- 
fined their insults to me, personally, I had con- 
tained myself ; but I could not suffer them to 
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insult a lady of respectability ; and I was on tlie 
point of giving way to a movement of anger, but 
my companion checked me, and led me into a 
neighbouring house, where I met with one of the 
diief magistrates. I was greatly agitated, and 
almost out of breath, and related to him with ve- 
hemence the insult to which I had been exposed. 
'■ You may think yourself very fortunate," said 
he, " that this lady perceived the snare laid for 
you, otherwise you might have committed 
yourself with those vagabonds, and been arrest- 
ed and detained. Justice would have been 
ultimately done, and you would have had sa- 
tisfaction ; but in the mean time the vessel 
might have sailed, and you would have lost 
your passage." These observations of this ma- 
gistrate had the effect of pacifying me imme- 
diately ; I perceived the danger from which I 
had escaped, and became perfectly calm and 
resigned. All the agents of the police t(^- 
ther would have been unable to provoke me. 

It was the 8th of July, and our departure 
was fixed for the next day. We were re- 
quired to sign our consent to our exile, and a 
uromise- to submit to the regulations in force 
. Helena. I should have accepted much 
r conditions still, and I tJiereforc signed 
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without making a single observation ; and never 
in my life did I give my signature with so 
much satisfaction. The letter from the Minister 
stated that we were to embark at Dqptford; 
but it afterwards turned out to be a mistake^ 
and that Gravesend was the place. To Graves- 
end, therefore, we accordingly went. The vessel 
in which we were to sail was called the Snipe, 
and was worthy of the hands that had selected 
it. It was a trading brig of very inferior de- 
scription, laden with flour, encumbered with 
large pieces of timber of every kind, and not 
having a clear space of two square feet. It 
also leaned on one side, so that we had no space 
in which to move : we were compelled to keep 
ourselves in a painful attitude during a long 
voyage, and we ran the risk of being upset 
from one moment to the other. I applied to a 
i magbtrate ; he listened to us, as they all did, — 

made a great many promises, and kept none. 
The captain and his crew corresponded with 
the vessel; and I concluded that he had not 
been selected without some motive. . It ap- 
peared that my complaint to the magistrate 
had soured him, and I therefore I'esolved to be 
prepared to encounter his benevolence. I pur- 
chased provisions : he exclaimed against the in- 
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utility of the expense, in which Abbe Buonavita 
joined him, and he swore that his vessel was 
amply supplied, and that we should have every 
thing we could wish for during our passage. 
I took no notice of these observations, and con- 
tinued to lay in my stock : and it was fortunate 
that I did so, as I soon had occasion to find 
out. We had to do with a man of sordid feel- 
ings, who calculated every thing, even the ad-* 
vantages that could be gained over the powers 
of the appetite. A pot of beer, some salt beef, 
and a fowl, which a single sailor would have 
easily dispatched, composed the dinner of the 
whole colony. 

This was slight diet, no doubt ; but what was 
to be done ? We were assailed by storms, and 
he only replied to our complaints by relating 
stories inculcating resignation. He had ob« 
served in particidar that the Apostolical Prefect 
was displeased. We were just leaving the Bay 
of Biscay, and the storm was subsiding; lie 
came and sat by the side of him, and related 
to us with appsLi'ent indifference that his usual 
navigation was between Alexandria and Djedda, 
and that he conveyed pilgrims from one of 
those places to the other. The Koran prescribes 
abstinence; and he took care to enforce the 
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observance of that precept. But temperance is 
not generally the virtue of devotees, and these 
^Igrims wanted water and provisions: all the 
springs and all the productions of the coast 
would not have sufficed, had he not found out 
that the horsewhip, the hold, ai^l the sea fur- 
nished him with less expensive means of putting 
an end to their mimnurs. From that moment 
nobody had ever attempted to make a tavern 
of his ship, and all had religiously submitted 
to a praiseworthy abstinence. Having finished 
tlus story, he got up and went away, givuig 
several orders to the sailors in a very loud tone 
of voice, and left the missionary to reflect upon 
what he had heard. This hint produced its 
due effect: from that moment the hoLj man 
found every thing good, and ceased to complain. 
My turn came next. The weather had become 
fine— a favourable wind filled our sails, and we 
were in sight of M ogador. Our provisions were 
nearly exhausted ; we had no more fresh meat, 
vegetables, nor fermented liquors, and even our 
water was nearly out ; so that we were on the 
point of finding ourselves destitute of every 
thing. Suffering horribly from sea-*sickness, I 
could not myself eat any thing, and I therefore 
cared little about being on short commons ; but 
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the other passengers were dying with hunger, 
and I could not bear to see it. I accordingly 
went to the captain, reproached him severely 
for his conduct, and summoned him to go 
ashore and purchase provisions. He refused, 
and spoke of subordination; but all the crew 
joined with me. I offered to purchase the pro- 
visions on my own account: he consented, and 
I gave him the money. I wanted to accom- 
pany him, but he obstinately refused, and per- 
sisted in going alone. 

The vessel was lying-to, the motion had 
ceased, and I found myself better. I took 
advantage of that moment of calm to observe 
the coast and the town of Mogador. The town 
appeared to me ill-built and irregular, and the 
plain without trees or verdure : I saw nothing 
but sand and misery ; and such is, indeed, the 
only prospect these desolate regions offer. The 
scene was, however, varied by a few dromeda- 
ries that were eating a scanty grass growing in 
the midst of the downs, and dragging on their 
wretched existence. An immense cloud of dust 
appeared at a di|tance: I took my glass, in 
order to ascertain what had raised it, and saw 
camels, asses, and beasts of burden. I was 
busily engaged observing this spectacle, wlieri 



OF NAPOLEON. 45 

the captain returned with his boat. He had 
brought no provisions with him, and seemed to 
be in a most violent passion. We tried to ascer- 
tain what could have produced it. I asked him 
what mishap brought him back with empty 
hands ; but he was giving orders to tack, and 
did not answer me. 

It was only after we were out at sea again 
that he told us M(^ador was a horrible place ; 
that he had not been able to dispose of his 
timber, and that nobody had come forward io 
make him any offer. " But the provisions ?" 

— « D the provisions ! I wanted to sdl my 

planks." — " And it is for that purpose that you 
went ashore ?*' — " What other motive could in- 
duce me to go ?" — " Starve us in this way !" — 
" We are now dose to Cape Verd." — " Leave 
us without meat or biscuits !" — " The distance 
is less than from Babel-Mandel to Djedda." 
— ** An immense voyage !" — ^* Like that from 
lambo to Cosseir."— " Putrid water !"— " The 
Catholic religion do&s not command ablution." — 
"I understand you; you threaten, you wish to 
intimidate !*' — " I '*. . . . — ^* To insinuate that the 

m 

indignities to which the pilgrims were exposed, 
privations and dungeons, await us !'* — ** You 
exaggerate." — ^*' You exult in the recollection 
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of the infamous manner in which you then be- 
haved."— " Towards Turks." — ** They were 
men." — • " Very untractable, who would not 
listen to any thing, and who harangued too 
much: do you understand me? But what 
have I to do with these discussions ? There is 
every thing on board my ship that can be de- 
sired, and the passengers whom I receive may 
be content with what I think sufficient for 
myself. You are five, and I have received two 
hundred pounds for you all; is it enough to 
entitle you to be so particular? Ought I to 
have paid one pound ten anchorage, in order to 
satisfy an inordinate appetite ?" 

Such was the noble motive of this pirate. 
He exposed his passengers and the crew of 
the ship to die of hunger, in order to save 
the expense of so large a sum! I would 
have given ten times that amount to relieve 
them from their painful situation ; but it was 
too late : the wind continued favourable, and 
we were going four knots an hour ; we were 
obliged to resign ourselves to our fate. Pre- 
sently we got amongst some rocks ; but fortu- 
nately the sea was calm, and our sordid captain 
very skilful. He sounded, tacked, steered clear 
of the rocks, and succeeded in extricating us 
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frofn the perilous situation into which he had 
thrown us. He thought to touch at the island 
of Goree, and it turned out to be an unculti- 
vated shore, on which he fancied there must be 
a great number of savages. He, therefore, re- 
solved to go and reconnoitre it ; and taking from 
his cabin a few rusty swords, and guns out of 
order, he prepared to set out on this great ex- 
pedition, at the head of four persons. The 
Apostolical Prefect would not remain inactive in 
an occurrence of so much importance : the crew 
were going to subdue nations ; he sent Vignali 
to baptise them. Unfortunately, however, the 
conquerors and the missionary found nobody to 
reduce or to convert ; they came back, and we 
were going to sail, when we saw an armed 
schooner bearing down upon us. It was a 
revenue schooner. Surprised to see a vessel on 
the spot where we were detained by the war- 
like disposition of our captain, they suspected 
us of fraudulent intentions, and came in chase 
of us. They asked us who we were, whence we 
came, and whither we were going. We told 
them, and immediately we found ourselves 
warmly greeted and welcomed ; — ^we were, in 
fact, quite at home. I went ashore, in spite of 
the captain's remonstrances, to recruit myself 
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a little, after the fatigues and privations I had 
experienced. 

I received the greatest civility and attention 
from every Frenchman in the island, and was 
desirous of expressing to them my gratitude for 
their kindness. I asked them all to dinner, 
and introduced to them my travelling compa- 
nions, whom I had brought from the vessel. I 
had also invited our odious captain, but he had 
the discretion not to come. Shame was not the 
only motive that induced him to remain away ; 
he had another : but I cared little about it, and 
allowed him to go on his own way. We drank 
to the prosperity of France, and then replenished 
oiu* stock of provisions. I lodged with a French- 
man, a native of Marseilles. The dinner having 
taken place at his house, I was anxious to 
remunerate him for the expense he must have 
incurred, but he would not hear of it. " His 
mother was a Corsican, I was a Corsican, and 
I had been selected to be Napoleon's medical 
attendant. He considered himself happy in 
having received me under his roof." — I thought 
of offering him some hams, which were all that 
remained of the provisions I had purchased in 
London ; and we accordingly went on board of 
the vessel to fetch them. But our pirate had 
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been beforehand with us; he had taken my 
hams and sold them, and had got in their stead 
a cargo of ducks, hogs, and sows, which were 
* running after each other, fighting, littering, and 
offering a spectacle equally offensive to the 
sight and to the smell. This was the height of 
indignity ; but what had we to oppose to a con- 
duct so profoundly immoral ? We were going 
to be out at sea again, and complaints were 
therefore of dangerous experiment, and expe- 
rience had fiiUy convinced us that representa. 
tions were of no avaiL We had, then, nothing 
better to do than to submit once more; and 
having embarked, we set all sail, and soon found 
ourselves off Cape Palmas. We approached the 
coast, and immediately saw canoes filled with 

V people, push off, and make towards us. This 
was a fortunate circumstance, as we had only 

I been able to lay in a small stock of provisions. 
Our captain, indeed, was provided with claret 
and fowls ; but he intended them for the market 
of St. Helena, and had nothing for us. We had 
fallen again into our former state of destitution, 
and hunger again assailed us. We therefore 
followed, with some degree of anxiety, the pro- 
gress of these canoes. They were light and 
rapid, narrow and long, and were guided by 

VOL. I. E 
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men squatting down, who struck the sea witik 
their hands and thus glided upon its sui&ce. The 
slightest movement caused them to upset ; but» 
nimble as fishes, they righted their boats a^in 
in an instant, and continued their course. We 
were lying-to, and they therefore soon came Up 
to us. They appeared to be a strong, robust, 
wett-'made race of men. They brought us pro* 
visions, and we received them with aU the ame^ 
nity in our power. " Where are you going?" 
asked one of them.—" To St. Helena^" The 
name of St. Helena struck him, he seemed pe* 
trifled. — " To St. Helens^ P re{^ed he, with an 
accent of grief and surprise. " Is it true ihatt 
he is there ?"— " Who ?" said the captain. The 
African cast upon him a look of disdain, tame 
tiowards us, and repeated the question. We 
answered that he was there. He looked at us, 
shook his head, and pronounced at last the 
word ** Impossible !** We looked at each other ; 
we could not make out who that savage could 
be who spoke English and French, and had so 
high an opinion of Napoleon. " You know 
him r said we.—" I have known him k>ng 
since." — " You have seen him?** — *' In the 
height of his glory."—" Often ?"— " At Cairo, 
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in the desert, >oii the field of battle." — You do 
not bdieve in his misfortunes ?*' — ^' His arm is 
strong, and his tongue sweet as honey ; nothing 
can resist him." — ^* He has long contended 
against the united efforts of all Europe."— 
•* Neither Europe nor the whole world can 
overcome such a man : Mamelukes, Pachas, — 
dl disappeared befoi^e him ; he is the god of 
battles."— « Where did you then know him ?" 
— *' I have already told you; in Egypt." — ^** You 
have served ?"— ** Yes, in the 21st Semi-brigade. 
I was at Bir-«in*bar, at Samahout, at Cosaeir, 
at CoptO0» — ^wherever that corps was» ^Vhat 
is become of General Belliard ?" — ^ He is livii^ ; 
he has rendered his name illustrious by nume- 
rous nobk actions. You also know him?"— ^ 
^' He commanded the 21st; he woukl run over 
the desert like an Arab ; no obstade stopped 
him;" — ^ Do you recollect General Desaix ?" — 
" Nobody who has bdonged to the expedition 
of Upper Egypt can ever foi^get him. He was 
brave, ardent« generous, and an admirer of ruins 
as widl as a lover of battles. I served under him 
a long time."—" As a soldier ?"— " Not at first ; 
I was a slave, and belonged to one of the sons 
of the king of Darfour. I was brought to £)gypt, 
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ill-treated, and sold, and X fell into the hands ef 
an aide-de-camp of thg Just.* They dressed 
me according to the European fashion, and en- 
trusted me with some domestic offices, of which 
I acquitted myself to their satisfaction. The 
Sultan was pleased with my zeal, and attached 
me to his person. I afterwards became soldier 
and grenadier, and would have shed the last 
drop of my blood for him. But Napoleon can- 
not be at St. Helena !" — " His misfortunes are, 
howev^, but too certain. Lassitude, disaffec- 
tion, iJots " — " All disappeared before him. 

A word rewarded us for our fatigues. Aa 
Boon as we saw him our wishes were fulfilled, 
and fear was banished from our minds." — - 
" Have you fought under him ?" — " I had been 
wounded at Coptos, and was sent to I«ower 
Egypt, and I was at Cairo when Mustapha ^>- 
peared. The army then marched ;' I followed 
it, and was present at Aboukir. What pned- 
riaa, what quickness of perception, what bril- 
liaot charges ! Oh ! it is impossitde that Napo- 
leon should have been beaten, — that he should 
be at St. Hedena." 

Seeing that this man persisted in his iocr^- 
* A aune given by the Egyptians to General Dmbix. 
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dulitj, we did not insist: he cheririied his 
ilhunon, and we did not wish to destroy it 
We gave him some tobacco, some powder, a 
few clothes, and other trifles, which were, of 
some vahie amongst his countrymen ; and he 
left us quite pleased, speakii^ about the 21st 
Semi-brigade and its officers, and about the 
generals under whom he had served ; and pro- 
testing that it was impossible that so great a 
man as Napoleon should be at St. Helena. 

We had taken in reefs as it blew fresh, 
bat we were fearful of being soon becalmed; 
we therefore spread all our canvass, and passed 
the Gulf of Guinea and the line ; on wfaicli oc^ 
casimi we went through all the accustomed 
ahhitions and ceremonies. But the sea soon 
grew very rough; our rigging was much 
strained, and the vessel leaked in ev^y di- 
rection. We made no way: the heat waa 
suffocating; and ducks, pigs, and ourselves, 
were all pell-mell together, weltering in fttth. 
Sickness soon made its appearance, and Abbe 
Buonavita was at the last extremity, whilst 
our dainty captain was gorging himself with a 
certain dish relished by the Romans. Our 
passage was longer than he had expected, i^nd 
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faii provision of ponkrj was neAfiy exhausted : 
he bethought himself of turning to aooont 
the poor sows that were fast dying with hun- 
ger, and distributed them to the crew, reserr- 
ing for himself the little pigs half-formed, 
which they had not yet littered. He thought 
that disgusting mess delicious ; he praised it, 
he extolled it, and wished to make us all par- 
takers of his pleasures. He was tormented with 
cholic, and wanted my assistance ; I was there- 
fore the first whom he honoured with an invi- 
tation. ** Oome,'' said he, ^ it is a most exqui- 
site dish: we will have them fried; we wffi 
make Httle pies of them ! All the crew . . . ." 
I did not give him time to finish his sentence ; 
an in viduntaly movement told him my thoughts. 
He left me, murmuring in an under-tone the 
polite epithet of ** French d(^ T' 

It Was the 10th of September. The laiKmr of 
the pump, the heat of the weather, indiges- 
tions, gave the sailors no respite ; they were 
extenuated — even the captain himself could 
hardly support himself. He was less insolent 
and sordid ; he no longer spoke ci the insults 
which he had offered to the Turks on board his 
ship ; he only aspired to reach our destination. 
All of a sudden he thought he perceived it : 
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#e were^ he Mid, off St. Helena ; he made his 
observatioiifl, and was certain of it. Unfeitifr. 
natelj, however, he proved himself less dbdQAil 
as an astronomer than as a purveyor : St. He- 
lena disappeared durmg the night ; when day- 
l%ht came there were no traces of it to be 
seen ; — in fact, it was only in the course of the 
noming of the 18th that we actuaUy did 
see !%• 

What an inauspicious aspect it presented from 
afiur! What masses o£ cragged aiid barren 
rocks ! What a residence ! But thene was the 
Emperor ; there English cruelty persecuted its 
victim with relentless fuiy ! There the Sove« 
reigBs of Europe were taking revenge upon that 
great man for the errors of his generosity. We 
were going to tread the same soil, to breathe 
the same air: could we complain of sharing 
the fate of the master of the world ? 

We were extremely impati^t to land ; but 
not so Sir Hudson Lowe. It was necessary to 
lay a snare for us, and he wanted a few hpws 
to meditate how to do it. He sent us word 
that we could not enter the port immediately ; 
but that we should be admitted the next morn-' 
ing at day-break. I enquired how Napoleon 
was : " Very well, quite well !" answaced Sir 
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Hudson's messengers : ''He eiyoys esceUent 
health; he is better than we aref They 
withdrew, and we saw several boats come and 
row about the ship. I was not deceived by 
this sort of stratagem, but I felt a curiosity to 
know precisely the truth. ''What do these 
boats want ?'' said I to the captain. " They 
are fishing-boats/' — " Probably the men have 
fish; ask them to sell us some." He asked 
them, but they had not yet cast their nets. 
My question had disconcerted them, and they 
went away. It is impossible to foresee every 
thing; besides, men of that stamp were not 
calculated to baffle the plots that we might 
have formed : the glory of intercepting a letter, 
or a scrap of paper, — of insuring, in a word, the 
repose of the worlds — belonged to his Excel- 
lency, or to Reade, or Gorrequer ! 

As we had not entrusted any thing to the 
fishermen of Sir Hudson, it was clear that all 
the plan of the conspiracy was about our per- 
sons. Increased vigilance was therefore used ; 
and before we entered the port we were ex- 
amined, searched, and placed under the surveU- 
lance of officers sent on board. But all these 
precautions did not prevent communication, 
n^t fnmi us^ nor through us, but through our 
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worthy Captain, who, however, was not tke 
wiser for it Some wag had delivered to him 
at Deptford seventeen sealed copies of a rdigions 
work, addressed to different inhabitants of St. 
Helena. I had judged from it3 size that this 
was not a biblical production, and. I even 
thought I knew what it was ; but our pirate 
had been paid for the freight of it, and it was 
not my business to advise him to detain it. 
He therefore took the books out of the box one 
by one, and sent them on shore through the 
(^Scer on duty. So much the better! The 
inhabitants of St. Helena wouM now became 
more Andean. Whilst these people were en* 
gaged in disseminating the word of God in 
the island, his Excellency had read Loid 
Bathurst's dispatch, and had sent us one of his 
oflBk^rs to authorize us to land, and to accom- 
pany us to his Excellency's, who expressed a 
widi to see us. We accordingly went to Plan- 
tation-house, where we were received with a 
dq^ree of kindness and politeness that filled us 
with astonishment. Sir Hudson introduced us 
to the Adjutant-^general, to the Major, and to 
every individual at 6t. Helena that enjoyed his 
confidence. He was attentive and affable, and 
seemed to take the liveliest interest in even 4ie. 
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most trifliiig incidents of our passage. He 
Wfcke of AjBcdot toid us that fae lud resided 
then; that he Uked the Corskaas, that thejr 
are generous and brave; and that he was cer* 
tain we should Hve upon the best terms toge- 
ther. Had we but said a word» his Excdleney 
would have hanged our corsair, for the sake of 
concord : but we had now nothii^ more to do 
with him; we had no kmger to fear that he 
wonld offer to make us eat certain pies .... 
He was now going to be in the hands of his 
ESxceUency, and that was quite enough. 

Doctor Veiiing came in from Longwood, 
and Sir Hudson introduced me to him. I 
thought he had succeeded Stokoe» and I there- 
fore asked him how Napoleon was. ^' Napo- 
leon !" said he, consnltii^ the eyes of the Go- 
▼emor to know what answer he was to make. 
His Excellency relieved him from his embarrass- 
ment) by telling me that Dr. Verling did not 
attend General Bonaparte, but General Moo- 
tholon. The Doctor felt tiiat his visit was 
ifl-timed, and withdrew. After he had left us, 
his Excellency continued to hold forth respect- 
ing the good dispositions which he concluded 
we brought to St. Helena, the advantages we 
shcAdd find in it, and the {Measure he should 
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hftve in retHtering our Teskkoce there agreeibb* 
Diiiiia^ was menped i Sir Hmfaon inautal npam 
our staying, and Reade, GrormfBer, and triamrif 
vied with each other in politeness and attention 
towards us. But Corsica was still the prevailiiig 
suhjec^ of their conversation. Men bom there 
possessed agteater dqpree of courage and sagarity 
than elsewhere; they formed a more conreetjadgi^ 
BEient of drcomstances and events — they yidded 
with a better grace to necessity. Besides, wliat 
was there so unpleasant in the island? The di^ 
mate was good, the air heakhyj the temperature 
telerable. The variation between James Town 
and Longwood was not more than eight or tern 
degrees, and the range of the excmraona 3o£ the 
thermometer did not exceed fin>m sixty^^five to 
ninety. 

Sir Hudson related all this with an air of-so 
m«di simpUcity, tliat it was necessary to reGok> 
lect that we were faia prisoners, to find pa«- 
tience enough to Ustoi to him. I affected not to 
understand Um ; and he then turned the conver- 
sation upon General Bonaparte, blan^ his pride 
and his stubbornness, and complained bitteriy 
of one of his protests^* And there was indeed 

* That of the 2d of August, 1815 ; for which see Las 
Cases, Part V. Vol. iii. p. 241 to 254. 
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matter fw comfdaiiit ; the document was too 
Fdiement ; his Excdkncy deserved to be more 
respectfully treated. 

The dinner over» and Sir Hudson having 
given vent to his ill humour, we prepared to go 
to Longwood : but we might be the bearers of 
fetters, manuscripts or plans, and nothing of that 
kind could be allowed to be introduced there 
without having been submitted to M. Gorre- 
quer's inspection. He informed us of it, and apolo- 
gissed ; but he was, he said, a sworn enemy to 
correspondences, and waged war against them 
without mercy. We immediately emptied our 
pockets, aiid opened our pocket-books; Cerberus 
relented, and we passed: but he might have 
required us to undress if he had thought proper! 
Gorrequer having done with us, Reade's turn 
came ; and he was not so easily satisfied, but 
opened and examined one by one every article 
in our possession. This great operation over, 
we got into a carriage, and entered on a most 
frightful road. Wherever we looked, we saw 
nothing but sentries and precipices : on one side 
was a deep abyss, on the other a stem-looking 
soldier. We proceeded thus amidst the precau- 
tions of war and the convukions of nature, and 
never before had we seen so gloomy a spectacle. 
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At last we reached Longwood, and went to 
General Bertrand's ; but he was with the Empe- 
ror. His Majesty had just received newspapers 
irran London, and was perusing the columns of 
the Morning Chronicle, which spoke of me. He 
found there abundance of praise bestowed on the 
anatomist, but not a word about the physician ; 
and he concluded that I was altogether a stran- 
ger to the profession, ** a kind of Cuvier, to whom 
he would give his horse for dissection, but not 
trust the cure of his own foot." Such were the 
dispositions in which he was, when our arriyal 
was announced to him. ** Go," said he to the 
Grand Marshal, ^^ and see what men they have 
^' sent me: observe particulaily the physidogist." 
— ^Bortrand acoordin^y came out to us ; but he 
had an appearance of restraint : he told Buona^ 
vita to follow him, and requested us to wait. 

I did not know what to make of such a sin* 
gular reception, ftnd remained petrified with 
astonishment; and Vignali felt no less surprised. 
The General soon appeared i^ain, and I followed 
him into an adjoining room. He requested me 
to sit down, and asked me how long it was since 
I had left Rome ; whether I knew the EmperfMr- s 
fiimily; how were Madame Mere, the Cardinal, 
Lucien, Pauline, &c. ; how it had happened that 
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i had'been selected to come out to St« Hefena, 
m whatcapiieitj I came, where I faod practised, 
whether I had any letter or mesaage for Napc^ 
kon from hia hmdj, what motive had indooed 
me to leave Italy for this rock ; whom I had 
seen on my way from Rome to London, what 
persona I had frequented in the hitter capital, 
and what had been said to me. Having replied 
to all diese qnestiongy I had the honour of h&ag 
introduced to the Countera, who was coonversisg 
with Dr. Verling and Abbe Buonarita. Stut 
received me very kindly, and asked me some 
qoestions rdative to the countries we had passed 
thvough. VignaU's turn came next; and he 
having gone through die same ordeal of interro- 
gatories, introduction, and receptioo, sapper was 
served to us, and we weve afterwards shown into 
OUT apartments. I was beginning to undress 
when Count Bertrand came cmce more, and re- 
quested me to go to General Montholon, who had 
something to say to me. I wenty and listened to 
what he said, utterly at a loss to account for the 
motive of so strange an interview. I however 
soon recovered my presence of mind, and repMed, 
that a noUe feeling of pride had akme prompted 
me to come to St. Helena; that I had been 
inq)ined with the ambition of becoming useful 
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to the gmtest man of the age ; that no aacrifioe 
had been oonodered too great to 9&twe the £!m- 
peror; and that if my services were not agreeabla, 
I would make another^ by embarking fof Surcqpe 
immediate^. Haying said this, I withdrew into 
ivy apartment ; bat fatigue and sleep were gone, 
— the mterview had banbhed both. Imetinmy 
ante^amber the oook Chandelier, who having 
no room yet, asked me to allow him to pass the 
mght there. I conld not ck>se my eyes, and was 
carious to know whether he had met with the 
same kind of reception as I had. He told me 
in reply to my questions, that he had been wel- 
comed by his comrades ; but that they had asked 
him nnmerons questions concerning ottr journey, 
the persons we had seen, and the news we had 
heard. He added, that the Emperor had sent 
for him and Coursaut, and had enquired of 
them what was said at Rome of the choice of 
the physician and of the priests, what they had 
aeen and heard of them at London, and what 
houses diey frequented in tihat capital. It 
was now evident that I excited mistrust and 
suspicions, and that my character had been mish 
represented ; .but how that had been done, was 
what I could not understand. Day a{^)eared, and 
I foand myself calmer, and resolved to wait pa- 
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tiently until the mystery should be unravelled. 
In the course of the morning I had a third visit 
firom Count Bertrand. He begged me to give 
him a detailed written report, stating the place 
of my birth, my age, my family, and the towns 
where I had studied; and asked me how long 
and where I had practised, whether I had been 
attached to any service, and to what branch of 
the profession I had applied more particularly. 
I immediately drew up the statement required, 
and sent it to him, together with my diplomas, 
my papers, and the Cardinal's letter. Buona- 
vita and Vignali were also obliged to produce 
a similar summary. 

This was a sad reception after having tra- 
velled so far : but his Eminence in the midst of his 
grave occupations had not been able to devote a 
few moments to write either to the Emperor or to 
the Grand Marshal, and not any individual of the 
Emperor's family had made up for his n^lect. 
Added to this the circumstance of our being 
sent by the English Government, recommended 
by the English Minister, and graciously received 
by the Governor, and there was more than 
enough to awaken suspicion. Another circmn- 
stance also concurred to give to the whole affair 
the appearance of an intrigue. The Cardinal 
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who had not had time to give us a letter of intro- 
duction, had however #found leisure enough to 
concert the means of making Vignali Napoleon's 
physician ; and to write to Oount Las Cases for 
that purpose, requesting him to recommend the 
missicMimrj to. the Emperor. But Las Cases did 
not think proper to transform a priest into a 
physician, and contented himself with giving 
the Cardinal's letter to the Abb6, who had has- 
tened to deliver it, little foreseeing the effect 
it would produce. Ultimately, however, every 
thing was arranged ; we were Frenchmen and 
Corsicans, and could not in that double capacity 
be the agents of Ei^land. Napoleon there- 
fore admitted us into his service. 
. This point settled, I prepared to fetch my 
baggage, which had remained on board ; and Sir 
Hudson Lowe having so strongly protested that 
we should be allowed freely to go about the 
island, I thought of going alone ; but the officer 
on duty at Longwood had received orders, and 
I was obliged to accept his offer to accompany 
me. I therefore went on board the Snipe closely 
watched, and every one of my movements strictly 
observed; but what was my surprise on finding 
our excellent captain in precisely the same situa- 
tion ! — *' What, guards ! Captain,'' said I to him. 

VOL. I. F 
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"How is this? what aoddent has h»ppeaed?'' — 
« Oh that * ♦ ♦ * of a Goi^ernor !"— « What, Si' 
Hudson? Well*.." — ^"Heprevents me from going 
ashore and selling my goods." — " For what rea- 
son ? How have you offended him ?" — " My pigs 
and my claret disappear I" — " And your ducks ?" 
— " Eat more than they are worth." — " But once 
more, what feult have you committed?" — 
*^ Those cursed books !" — ^ What, those religious 
tracts?" — '^ Religious, indeed! It is a treacherous 
snare, downright murder. Look at those pigs, at 
those planks ; what a loss 1" — " But those works 
W€?re on pious subjects !" — " You thought so, and 
so did I when I took them ; but it turns out that 
they are the books that cursed O'Meara haa 
written against the Governor." — ^I left him 
bewailing his fate, and having landed my lu^age,^^ 
I returned to Longwood. All doubts and sus- 
picions were now dispelled, and I received the 
foUowing letter from Count Bertrand, informing 
me that I was -appointed surgeon in ordinary to 
the ]Emperor : — 

" Longwood, 22d September, 1819. 

" M. Antommabchi, 

^* The Emperor accepts you as his surgeon, 
and allows you a salary of nine thousand francs 
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a-year. YoUr functions will commence as soon 
As you shaH have taken thb oath; for which 
purpose I request you will c^ll- upon me at a 
qnUrter past two. 

'* I have the honour to be, 
"Sir, 
" Your very obedient huinble Servant, 

" Count Beetrand.'' 

I accordingly repaired to the Grand Marshals 
at the appointed hour, and made the engage^ 
ment required of me. I was not to communicate 
0r say any thing to the JBnglish, and I wad to 
take especial care not to give them the least in* 
formation respecting the progress of Napoleon's 
disorder. All I had myself heard and experi- 
enced, had taught me what people we had to deal 
withi and had not disposed me to be very con* 
fiding with them : I therefore swore that I would 
Hot repeat or communicate any thing ; and I had 
the honour of being intrGduced to his M^esty. 

The room was small and very dai-k, and 
Napoleon was in his bed, so that at first I did 
not see him. I approached silently, with a kind 
of reUgldiis awe : he perceived it, and addressing 
himself to me most graciously, — "Approach, 

F 2 
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*' Capo Corsinaccio,'** said he in Itafian» the lan- 
guage he ever afterwards used in our conver- 
sation, ^^ approach, that I may see you more 
*^ distinctly; and above all that I may hear you 
** better, for on this miserable rock I am become 
" quite deaf." — I approached, and Napoleon 
having cast upon me a look which seemed 
rather favourable, ** I have," continued he, ** been 
" very near your country in my youthftil days. 
*^ I landed not far from Morsiglia, at the port 
^' of Macinajo ; from thence I went to Rogliano, 
** where I saw a fine house painted after the 
^ Genoese fashion, — to Tonuno and to Porticdolo. 
^ I was on my way to Bastia ; but, will you 
^* believe it? I had the greatest trouble in the 
^* world in finding a horse and a man willing to 
*' accompany me. I, however, succeeded at last. 
*^ The skeleton of a horse they gave me could 
^* hardly stand on its legs ; but it was accus- 
'* tomed to the steep and rugged roads we had 
^* to pass, and I found it extremely usefuL I 
*^ arrived at Bastia : I was very well satisfied 
^' with my guide, and he had no reason to be 
^ dissatisfied with me. 

** The Cape is the most sterile part of all 
^ Corsica ; and yet its inhabitants are the best 

* Cape-Oonican>— inhabitant of the Cape of Corsica. 
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*^ husbandmen and the most industrious traders 
^ in the whole island. Poor but intelligent, bad 
soldiers but excellent sailors, they are in general 
sober, peaceable, and honest. They enjoy pro- 
^' found peace, even when other districts are a 
** prey to the most violent agitation. Their man- 
** ners and habits are quite different from those of 
^* our countr3nmen who live in the mountains ; and 
'* they tremble before the latter, and not without 
** cause. The mild and placid disposition of the 
** inhabitant of the plain cannot cope with the 
** haughtiness and impetuosity of the mountain- 
** eer. Generally speaking, your coimtrymen are 
** poor : they work hard, they exhaust themselves 
** in endeavouring to fertilize their soil, or rather 
*^ their rocks ; but their labour produces very 
little, and they find it difficult to earn a sub- 
sistence. My countrymen, on the contrary, 
fatigue themselves but little, or not at all ; 
^' and if they are not rich, they at least lead a 
quiet, independent life, running about with 
their gun on their shoulder. But this is 
*^ saying quite enough of a country which I 
** shall never see again. How long is it since 
^ you were in Corsica?** — " Two years, Sire.** — 
" How old are you?**—** About thirty."—" Oh ! 
*^ oh ! you might be my son. If I had known 
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'' your Doptber, I should have left Macui^o, 
" and lawded at Morsiglia.''— " At Ceuturi ?"— 
^* Right, at Ceuturi : there is no port at Mor-- 
" siglia. Is your mother still alive?" — " No, . 
Sir^, she died when I was yet in in&ncy." — 
" Was she pretty, graceful^ bewitchipg?" — 
" Sb^ was a pretty womai)^ and an excellent 
mother." — "Just thp thing! Oh I should 
" certainly have landed at Centuri, aiul should 
" l\ave gone to Morsigha to pay my court to an 
** amiable Capo Corsina^ to Madame Anton>- 
'• raarchi. How old is your father?" — " He is 
near seventy-" — "He is a notary : Does he 
" sometime?, like his worthy colleagues, make 
" false acts, or forge wills?" I did not answer: 
he repeated the question, laughing louder. — 
" My father enjoys the esteem and confidence 
of the whole district wher^ein he lives." — " Oh, 
" if that is the case, there is nothing to be 
" said. Do you remember the period whe» I 
" conquered Italy for the first time ?" — " I have 
a vague recoUectiQn of it." — "What enthusiasm ! 
" what acclamations ! what universal demon* 
" strations of joy ! Th^ population crowded to 
" meet me: I was their god, their idol; and they 
" have remained faithful to me. Probably you 
" scarcely n^member, for you were then so young. 
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** my expedilion to Bgypt, my arrival and hnid* 
ing ol Afaccio, and at Fr^u^ and the trans-* 
ports of joy with which I wAs gi^ceted ?"—*■** I 
pecMitct yont mexpected appearaiite, whkfa 
chanj^ the ftiee of Euvo]^e: I listenlsd with adt- 
mtratiotf to what was related to me of Genc^ 
Bonapafrte, and! of the mirddles he had perfoimedi 
Your health was druitk, Sire^ and the most at<- 
denft wishes were formed faf yotr success. I have 
pKesei^ed a perfect itecoUection' of the in^presdon 
produced on my mind' hy the exultation of a 
whole nation, which Mad' rested all its hopesr in 
yow."^ — *^ How old were yon when yon (|uitfed 
'* Corsica?"—** Abotit fifteen/*— •* There are dt 
•* Leghorn some very rick Capo Corsinir — 
^ Yesi 8iie ; some are become patricians, otiiers 
have been made noblemen : the Grand Dnke 
has* treated them Very well/* — •* You stu- 
" died^ at iHsa?" — ** I comnfienoed my^ sftudies dt 
Leghorn, dnd^ continued^ them at Pisa and 
Florence.'' — ** At what period^?** — "* I was re- 
ceived a Doctor in PhilWphy atld Medidne at 
the University of Pisa iii the m^^h of March, 
1808 ; I afterwards went to Florence, wher^ I 
lotted mfyself to anatomteal researches^ and 
was attached to the hospital of St. Marie- 
Neuve. In 1812 I obtained from the Imperial 
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University the diploma of sui^geon ; and the 
president appointed me Anatomical Pftxsectory 
attached to the Academy of Pisa.^ I resided in 
that capacity at Florence, where I practised until 
my departure." — " Was the Grand Duchess 
** Eliza beloved in Tuscany?" — "She was both 
loved and feared/' — ** Did she do any thing to 
" conciliate the affection of her subjects ?" — 
'* She cherished the fine arts, extended her pro- 
tection to science, and governed solely with a 
view to the public weUSsire.** — " She was adored 
at Lucca, where she had formed good and use- 
fill establishments. I believe she is very rich. 
" The Tuscans have been pleased to see their 
" former Grand Duke again ; do you not think 
" so ?** — ** His sway is very mild, and he is 
beloved by the people whom he govemsi**— 
With the exception of the speculators of L^- 
hom, to whom nothing comes amiss, the Tus- 
cans are an excellent people ; enlightened, in- 
** dustrious, skilled in agriculture, they occupy 
" the finest country of Italy. But what motive 
" has prompted you to forsake the deli^tful 
" residence of Florence, your patrons, your 
^* emplojrment, your occupations, for this mise- 

* See note at p. 3. 
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" rafale rock ? Whi^ connderatioi|s hare in- 
** duced you to come and share my exile?*' — 
<< Your Majesty may have presaged : I seek 
neither gold nor favours ; I have set no price on 
my services, I have stipulated no conditions. It 
was proposed to me to approach your person, 
and that glory sufficed me: I desire no other 
reward." — " But why, before you agreed to the 
** {proposal of your friend Colonna, did you not 
'^ secure to yourself a competency from my 
" family ?'* — " Pecuniary advantages are in- 
adequate compensations in my mind ; glory alone 
could determine me." — ^'^ Glory is a very fine 
thing ; but if, as it very nearly happened, you 
had been sent away, what would you have 
** done ? In what an embarrassing situation you 
"would have found yoiffself!" — " Such a re- 
ception would have deejdy affected me; but 
still I should have the satisfaction of having 
been on this miseraUe rock. My profession 
would every where have placed me above 
want : my only r^ret would have been to see 
my actions misjudged, and my motives mis* 
understood." — " You are a Ccnrsican, and that 
consideration has saved yon; but still you 
might not have suited me — you might have 
been dismissed ; and if so, what would have 
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been the consequence of your imptodent com- 
{diaace ?"* — ** These reflections- are just ; fiut 
they did not occur to me." — ** Yomr hidcj star 
^^ bfts made all right. But I am sorry this 
^ affair was entrusted to the Cardinal^ and that 
** he ha^ behaved as he has done. I ask hka 
** to send me asurgeon* and he selects you; yon 
<< ^e joung, but stili he selects you; and at 
^^ the same time he writes a letter to Las 
" Cases, which the priests haye delivered to me, 
'' in which he insists upon my employing Vignali 
*^ only : and yet I am very certain Vignali has 
<« not studied more than three years, thou^ he 
^* him^^lf told me four. I mu£^ confess diat 
^^ letter displeased me exceedingly. Neither 
^* my mother nor the Cardinal has written to 
" infonii me of your departure, and I mistmsled 
^ every individual cmnposing your eKpeditioni 
^* You mu^ have felt suiprised and hurt at the 
'^ nepeated visits of the Grand Marshal, and at 
" the questions he addressed to yon." — ** Very 
much indeed, Sire: I fek conAued and hum^ 
bled. I could< not account for tiie existence 
of. the su^)kions entertained against me." — 
TThink no more about it ;; you £^11 be my 
surg^a ; consider me as your father. I have 
'' informed Abbe Vignali, that> I will not altow 
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"^ him to praptiae at Longwood. He shall not 
'< try his skill upon any body, not ev^o the 
'* lowest Chinese. Let him apply hiii^self to 
** his ecclesiastical duties — that is bisprcfessioiK 
'* I haT^ told him this thcoi]^ the medium of 
^* his superior, Buonavita, an excellent old num, 
'^ whom I scarcely saw — at £lba. I very ixmcb 
" fear he is come out here to be buried. I re^ 
'* commend him to your care; he deserves our 
'^ good will and protection. I have blamed him 
^* very much for having accepted the Cardinal's 
'^ proposal ; at his age, infirm and feeble as he is, 
^* a man should not undertake so long and perilous 
'^ a voyage. After having pondered a long while 
'' the A^hbishpp seiids me a very re^qpectable 
" map» no doubt, but one so broken with age 
'' apd infirmities that he cannot be of any sern 
" vice to me. The Grand Duke must have been 
delighted to see a person, employed in his ser- 
vice, come out to tiry the resouix:es of his art in 
administering relief to me on this rock/*— '* I 
shpuld suppose so,, ^re; you ba^e been so 
Idy^d to him*" — "I was very well, acquainted 
'' witji him. Maria Loui^ was partial tphim, 
'^ and he was not in^n^ihle to the charms, of 
'' the Queen of Naples. I have always consi- 
** dered him a worthy prim?e. How long did 
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*• you remain at Rome ?*' — " About two months." 
You had time to know that city well.. I 
am really sorry not to have seen it. I in- 
tended to restore it to its former splendour^ to 
make it the capital of Italy; but fate had 
** ordered otherwise. Part of my family re- 
^ mdes there. The Pope is a good old man» 
•* whom I have always treated well. Now 
^* speak to me candidly ; give me some intelli- 
" gence respecting my relations ; begin by Ma- 
" dame Mere, La Signora Letizia." — ^* She is not 
disheartened by adversity; she bears it with 
courage, resignation, and dignity.*' — ** Does ^e 
** receive company ? does she go out in the 
** world ? What kind of a life does she lead ^'* — 
"A very retired life: the circle of her ac- 
quaintance is very small — it consists of a few 
intimate friends only. Those of her children 
who are at Rome are very attentive to her ; but 
all her wishes, aU her thoughts, are at St. 
Helena: she only waits for a single word to 
brave the dangers of the sea, and fold you in her 
arms.'' — " She has been all her life an excellent 
** woman, a mother unequalled ; she has always 
"loved me most tenderly. When you left 
" her she was very much affected, was she not ?" 
— " At first she could scarcely suppress her 
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emotion, but she soon recovered and shewed a 
courage and strength of mind quite super- 
human." — ^ I am certain she would not have 
*' dreaded the fiitigues you have undergone. 
** Does she frequent any society ?" — ** fiBie goes 
sometimes to his Eminence.*' — *' Does the Car- 
•* dinal see her frequently ?*• — " Several times 
every day.** — ** And her sons ?**—** Ahnost 
every day."— "And Paufine ?" — ** Not so often ; 
her indisposition keeps her at home." — *^ What 
** do you think of her complaint ?" — " I do not 
know the nature of it." — "You know per- 
" fectly well every individual of my family reside 
** ing at Rome, do you not ? Pray how are 
" they? What do they say about me?"— "All 
their thoughts are centred in St. Helena ; they 
only aspire after your deliverance." — " State to 
" me with precision all that every one of them 
^ has commissioned you to say to me. What 
" did my mother say ?" — " That she herself, her 
children, and her fortune, are at your disposal ; 
that on the slightest intimation, she would give 
up an she possesses, even though she should 
endure the greatest misery." — ^"And Prince 
" Canino ?" — ** That he had arranged with Jo- 
seph, that they should each of them come and 
spend three years with your Majesty, if you 
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did not disapprove of it." — " And Pauline ?" — ' 
'^ That she only awiedted the orders of your 
Migesty to hasten to yott/' — " We will think of 
it." He smiled, and remained siletit toir a few 
minutes, and then added,-^'^ No ; I shall not 
allow any of the members of my family to 
come and expose themselves to the insults of 
** the English, and witness the indignities ofiered 
** to me by this ♦*•*. It is quite enough that I 
•* am obliged to endure them." Then suddenly 
passing to another subject—*^* Is La Signora 
Letizia fresh as ever?" — " She still looks very 
welL" — " And FauBne, is she still young and 
"handsome?" — "She is." — "She never had 
" any other occupation but dress and pleasure. 
" Do Louis and Lucien meet ?" — ^* Frequently, 
at the house of Madame Mere." — "Do they 
" receive company at home ?" — " Prince Canino 
has a few select fiietids, but Louis leads a life 
of retirement." — **They say he Is very much 
" given to devotion, do you believe it ?" — " I 
have heard it: he is even thought a bigot.'' 
The Emperor laughed : " What do you think 
" of his health ?"-^" It is in a most de^dorable 
state; remedies are henceforth unavatki^g.'^ — 
" What a handsome young man he wad at the 
" time of my first expedition in Italy ! He has 
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** been lost by his tmidity. How unfertunate 

" it was that I was not informed in time ! He 

''wonld have preserred his health, he would 

^ hare fulfilled his destiny, his sufieiings would 

not hare rendered him incapable of following 

the path of glory, and he wonld have shared 

in onr triumphs. How many sons has Prince 

*• Conino ?'' — I told him, " How many daogb- 

** tcrs?" — ^I told him also. " Whom did you see 

" whilst you were at Rome ?" — I named all the 

persons whose society I hadfrequented in that city. 

** Is the Cardinal still an admirer of pictures ? 

" Does he still seek after them ?" — " He receives 

every morning coaches full of them, he examines 

them in his anti«room, purchases some and un-* 

derrates the others. It is a &ncy which costs 

him immense sums of money/' — " When did 

« you leave Rome?"—" The 26th of February/* 

— " How did you travel ?*' — " By short stages 

in a coach which took us as far as Antwerp." — 

** Did Madame Letizia give you a great deal 

" of m«Qey ?" — ^ Two hundred Napoleons, and 

a draft for twelve thousand francs on her banker 

Sfi London." — ** She is, I believe, the richest of 

the family. I used always to reproach her for 

being too moderate inrher expenses. Do you 

'* know whether she expends much iri charities 
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" at Rome?"--^" I do not."—" Did you see 
** Maria Louisa when you passed through 
** Parma ?" — *' She had left Parma, and we 
were strictly enjoined not to make the object 
of our mission known/'—- ^' Do you know whe- 
'' ther she was in correspondence with my 
" mother, or some of my fiEunily ?** — " Madame 
M^ has written to her twice, but without 
receiving any answer." — ** Because she is not 
" allowed to answer. Who are the persons you 
" have seen during the course of your journey ?*' 
I named them, and stated to him y^hat they 
had said to me. *'Did you see at Frankfort 
Princess Julia ?" — " She received me with that 
kindness and affability which are natural to 
her." — " How are her two daughters ?" — ** Tall, 
handsome, and fresh as roses." — **One of them 
''is, I believe, going to be married to one of 
** Lucien's sons ; have you not heard any thing 
" about it ?" — ** The Princess asked me several 
questions respecting the eldest son, and I easily 
guessed the motive of so lively an interest." — 
'* I must confess that such a marriage would 
•* please me. So you were weD received ?' — -" I 
could not have been better." — " She has more 
'' delicacy of feeling and sentiment than any 
** woman I know ; and it is impossible to have 
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•• a better heart. You have seen Las Cases ?" — 
** Yes, Sire.*' — " How is he ?'' — ** He is seriously 
ill." — ** Have vou seen his son Emanuel?'' — 
" He was at Strasburg."— « The Priests have 
*' told me, if I recdlect right, that you had 
•* not met with any obstacle on your way from 
" Home to London ?" — ^^ None whatever, Sire." 
— ** When did you arrive in London?" — ** On 
the 19th of April." — " How long did you re- 
**main there?"— "We left it only on the 9th 
of July." — " Whom did you see there more 
" piMicularly ?" — ** Physicians and professional 
men, chiefly those who have practised within 
the tropics." — " When did you call upon Lord 
* Bathurst ?" — *^ Two days after ow arrival." — 
" What questions did he ask you ?" — ** He spoke 
to us about Rome, the Cardinal, Madame M^re, 
Prince Canino ; and asked if they really believed 
that you were ill.'* — " What did you reply?" — 
** That there could be no doubt on diat subject, 
** and that the reports of O'Meara and Stokoe 
•* did not admit of any."—'* What did he say to 
" that ?" — ** That those reports were not correct ; 
that he had just received positive intelligence 
that you enjoyed perfect health; and that 
we might write to Rome, and conununicate 
that intelligence." — ** How many times did 
VOL. I. e 
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" you see him." — Three or four." — ^* Did you go 
" to see Lord Holland ?" — " Yes ; Prince Caoino 
had given me a letter of introduction to his 
Lordship/' — " Were you well received? Did 
" Lady Holland receive you well ?'' — " Perfectly 
welL" — '* Does his Lordship live in London, or 
** in the country ?'* — " He resides at a short 
distance from the capital." — " You saw C^Meara 
" frequently, did you not?" — ^*' Every day." — 
'*\Vhat did he say to you about me and my 
" disorder ?" — I recapitulated to him the con- 
tents of the reports. — " Is he satisfied with 
** me ?"— " Perfectly, Sire/'—" Relate to me in 
" detail all that you saw and did during your 
" residence in London ; name the persons you 
" became acquainted with, and those you fre- 
" quented." — I gave him the desired account : 
he afterwards continued hb questions. " Lon- 
** don is a very large dty, is it not ?" — ^^ It is ; 
and as remarkable for its population as for its 
size." — " Have you been at Paris?" — " I have 
never been in France." — "Enough. Now go 
"and see General Montholon; ask for the 
" doctor who attends him, and consult with 
" him before he is recalled. Enquire also what 
" other persons he attended, in order that you 
" may visit them after he is gone. Ascertain 
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" what are the diseases prevalent in this climate, 
and particularly on the spot where we ar6, 
and do not forget to ask the doctor what 
curative method he adopts. Tliis island is 
quite another world ; you require the advice 
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" of those who have studied it. I have con- 
** stantiy refused to see your predecessor; but I 



" nevertheless think him capable of giving you 
" every information necessary to ensure succ^s 
" in the exercise of your profession. Try to 
** persuade him to remain a few days longer, 
^ that you may acquire all the information it is 
^ essential for you to obtain." 

After a few hours had elapsed I was again 
sent for. The Emperor was in his drawing-room, 
where a sii^le wax-candle hardly gave sufficient 
light to distinguish the objects. He came to- 
wards me, took me by the ears, and said laugh- 
ing, — '* You thought I had lost all my strength 
'* in this horrible dimate I" I was struck with 
astonishment and remamed motionless,- when I 
heard some person laugb close to me. I looked 
round and saw it was the Grand Marshal, who 
was standing behind us near the fire-place. Na- 
poleon asked me some questions relative to the 
subjects we had been conversing upon a few 
hours before ; and then began to speak about 
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anatomy, phjisiology, and the phenomena of 
generation. His observations were learned, just» 
and precise, abounding with new views and 
ideas on the subjects he was discussing. He 
made me undergo a rigorous examination in the 
shape of a conversation which lasted above an 
hour. I was fortunate enough to answer his 
questions in a manner that satisfied him, and 
he expressed his satisfiaction in very kind and 
highly flattering terms, after which he bade me 
retu%. Count Bertrand was present during this 
long interview, but did not say a single word. 

23d. Sept. — I went to sec the Emperor, 
and found him lying on a camp bed. The room 
was lighted so that I could observe the prepress 
of the disorder. His ear was hard, his com- 
plexion unhealthy, his eyes livid, the white part 
of the eye* of a reddish hue tinged with yellow, 
tiie whole body excessively fat, and the skin 
very pale. I examined the tongue, and found it 
slightiy covered with a whitish substance. He 
was seized with violent and prolonged sneezing, 
sometimes accompanied by a dry cough, followed 
by a viscous expectoration; the nature of which 
varied from one moment to the other. The 

* Conjunctiva. 



OF NAPOLEON. 86 

nostrils were discoloured and obstructed; the 
secretion of saliva abundant at intervals, and 
the abdomen rather hard. Pulse low but r^u- 
lar, giving about sixty pulsations per minute. 
All these symptoms appeared to me alarming. 
I examined more minutely, and observed that 
part of the left lobe of the liver, which corre- 
sponds to the epigastric region, was hard and 
painful on being touched. The vesicle of the 
bile was fiill, resisting pressure and projecting 
outwards in the right hypogastric r^on, near 
the cartilage of the third false rib. Vague pains 
on the right side about the regions of the loins 
and ribs ; fixed pain more or less acute round 
the breast, and sensation of extreme uneasiness 
in the right shoulder : on pressing the pit of the 
stomach,* breathing was rendered more difficult. 
Napoleon also complained of a pain which va- 
ried in intensity, and which had long affected 
the right hypochondriac r^on. It was internal, 
and he endeavoiu^ to indicate precisely the 
seat of it, by saying it was at the depth of' 
two inches. For some days past he had been 
without appetite, with frequent nausea and vo- 
miting, sometimes acrid, sometimes bilious. 

* Anticardium or Scrobiculus cordis. 
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Hie urinary evacuations though frequent were 
natural, and abundant perspirations took place 
every day. 

Whilst I was analyzing these symptoms, the 
Emperors questions were unceasing. They 
were sometimes gloomy, and sometimes enli- 
vened by pleasantry. Goodness, indignation, 
and merriment were alternately repressed by 
his words and m his countenance, " Well^ 
" Doctor," said he, " what do you think of it ? 
" Am I yet destined to disturb for a long time 
** the digestion of the rulers of the earth ?" — 
** You will outlive them. Sire." — " I think so : 
^ they will not succeed in putting the fame of 
*• our victories under the ban of Europe ; it 
" will be handed down from age to age ; it will 
" proclaim the conquerors and the conquered — 
•* those that were generous, and those that 
" were not ; and posterity will judge : I do not 
" dread its decisions." — " The glory of your Kfe 
is immutably secured, Sire ; and your name will 
never excite the admiration of the world, with- 
out recalling to mind at the same time the 
recollection of those inglorious warriors so basely 
united together against a single man. But you 
are not yet near the term of your existence — 
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you have still a long space before you." — ** No, 
** Doctor ; the work of England is &st hastening 
^ to its consummation ; I cannot last long in 
" this horrible climate." — " Your excellent ccm- 
stitution, Sire, will resist its pernicious effects." 
The strength of my constitution was equal 
to the strength of mind with which nature 
has gifted me ; but the passage from a life of 
so much activity to one of complete redusion 
^ has destroyed it. I am grown £Eit, I have lost 
*^ all eneigy ; the spring is unbentt*^ I did not 
seek to combat an opinion unfortunately too 
well founded, but changed the subject of the 
conversation, and having recourse to one of 
those transitions of which I already knew the 
effect, I began to discourse upon the hopes and 
expectations of Europe, and asked Napoleon 
whether he would betray his own glory, and 
become an accomplice in the criminal deed that 
England was perpetrating on his person.— 
•* Well, be it so," said he ; "I like your frank- 
"ness, your independent spirit: you have 
"given up every thing to come and attend 
** me; — ^it is but fair that I should also do tome- 
" thing. I therefore resign myself; let physic 
" command, I submit to its decisions and en- 
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trust my health into your hands. But for that 
purpose I think it right to give you an ac- 
count of the habits I have contracted, and of 
*^ the affections to which I am subject. 

** I am habitually costive — I have been so from 
^ chiklhood, and the habit grows daily strongei 
^^ and more painful. But for baths and enemas 1 
** could not endure it, and I am even sometimes 
obliged in addition to these remedies, to take 
emollient beverages and herb broths, and to 
** observe a diet : sometimes even all these 
** means are ineffectual, and I am obUged to 
** have recourse to my heroic remedy, the Saupe 
^* h la reine. That composition of milk, yolk of 
^* egg^ and sugar, produces upon me the effect 
'* of a lenient puigative, and never fails to ad- 
** minister relief; it is to this day the only 
''medicine I have employed. The urinary 
''functions have never been satisfactorily per- 
" formed ; I have always experienced great 
** difficulty in that respect, and the more so 
'' as the want was more frequently felt. How- 
ever, this sometimes slumbered and gave me 
every night some hours of repose, which satis- 
" fied nature, and I gained the time that indo- 
" lence would have absorbed. I never consulted 
" a physician. At present I am less saving of 
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** time ; and my sufferings are intoleraUe. The 
*' hours at which I satisfy the wants of nature 
" are very irregular. I sleep or eat according 
*^ to the time, the circumstances, or the situation 
** in which I find myself. In general my sleep 
is placid and peaceful, and should suffering 
or any accident interrupt it, I jump out of 
bed, call for a light, walk about, work, 
*^ and fix my mind upon some object. Some^ 
** times I remain in the dark, I pass into 
** another room, go into another bed, or stretch 
'* myself on a sofa. I am up at two, three, or 
'* four o'clock in the morning, and I call some- 
body to keep me company, and talk of re- 
collections or affairs until daylight. As soon 
as it appears I go out, I take a walk, and im- 
mediately that the sun shows itself I come in-, 
doors and get into bed again, where I remain 
more or less as the day announces itself more 
or less favourably* If it turns out bad, and I 
experience irritation or uneasiness, I try the 
experiment I have already mentioned to you 
— I change and vary, I go firora the bed to the 
** sofa, fi-om the sofa to the bed, until I find some 
** cool place, and then I am better. I shall not 
** describe to you my morning dress— it has 
** nothing to do with my sufferings, and besides^ 
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* I wiH not deprive 70a of the pleasore of ad- 
^namg it. These beaatifiil evidations lead me 
^OD tin nine or ten o'clock, and sometimes 

* later: I then order breakfast, which I some- 

* limes eat in the bath, but more frequentlj in 
"'tte garden. Either Bertrand or Montholon 
" keeps me company, and sometimes both. The 

* police of the table is always the province of 

* the phjrsidan, and it is therefore proper that 
' I give you a description of mine. It consists 
^ of a soup, two dishes of meat, one dish of 
' v^etables, and saUad when I can get it. My 
' beverage is half a bottle of claret diluted with 

a great deal of water, and a small quantity 
pure at the end of the dinner. Sometimes, 
** when I am tired of claret, I take champaign 
** instead, and that is an infallible way of exciting 
^ the stomach." I asked him what was the kind 
of vegetable he ate most frequently. ^^ Potatoes, 
** lentils, peas, French beans, and cauliflowers," 
said he; *^but do you know that we put 
*' the whole island in a tumult by asking for 
** lentils ? They would not believe us ; we only 
** asked as a joke, but not to make any use of 
" them. Lentils ! lentils were not food for men. 
*^The cook insisted, was laughed at, and re- 
•* fused : and with difficulty obtained that some 



€€ 



OF NAPOLEON. 91 

*< should be sent for fiom the Cape." I was 
desumui of knowing in what manner his meat 
was dressed, and whether it was made rich and 
stroDgiy spiced. ^ It consists/' said he, ** of 
*^ chops or a leg of mutton* of whieh I like the 
^ part that is most roasted and brownest. I am 
^ fond of plain cooking, and do not Kke cooks 
'' who are onlj wits in their art, (les cuisinitrs 
^ qui ne font que de fesprk.) A good Houffi 
** d la Genoise, a pilau d la Milanaise, and tail- 
^ l^rans d la Corse, are preferable, in my opinion, 
^^ to all the wonders of the art of Beauvilliers.^ 
I expressed to him my admiration of such 
uncomvion temperance, and he resumed : ^* On 
** our marches with the army of Italy I always 
** had some wine, some bread, and a roasted fowl, 
^ £Ebstened to my saddle-bow» and that provision 
*• sufficed for the whrfe day : I may even say, 
*^ that I often shared it with my suite. I thus 
^ saved time, and economised on the table for the 
^ field g( battle. I eat fast and masticate very 
^ Ktlle ; my meals therefore do not consume 
^ much of my time. This is not what you 
^ must approve, I know ; but in the situation in 
** which I am placed, what need have I to 
^ trouble myself about care and mastication ? 
^ I am attacked with a chrome hepatitis, a dis- 
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<< order endemic in this horrtUe cdimate. i 
** must fall a prey to it — I must expiate on this 
'^ rock the glory I hare shed over France, and 
'* the blows I hare inflicted upon Eng^d. 
^^ And see how they proceed ! It is now more 
^ than a year since they have deprived me of all 
^^ medical assistance. I have not been allowed 
*' to have a physician in whom I had confi* 
^^ dence, and have been debarred from the right 
" of trying the resources of art. * * 



* * General Montholon was 

^ ill, and he refused to communicate with Ber*^ 
^* trand, and wished to open a correspondence 
^ direct with me. He sent me his satellites 
" twice a day : Reade, Wynyard, his confiden- 
^^ tial officers, beset these miserable cabins, and 
** wanted to penetrate into my apartments ; 
^ but I caused the door to be barricaded, 
^ loaded my guns and my pistols, and have kept 
*^ them so ever since, and swore that I would' 
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** blow out the brains of the first that violated 
^mj BSfyivaa. They then retired, vociferating 
« that they waoited to see Napoleon BoQi^rte» 
^'and that they should find means to oblige 
^Bonaparte to appear. I then thought those 
** disgracefid scenes at an end, but they were re- 
** peated every day with greater violence, and I 
*^ was assailed with threats, vociferations, and 
** letters full of abuse. My servants threw 
those papers into the fire, but exasperation 
had reached the highest pitch, and a cata- 
** strophe might ensue from one moment to ai)o- 
ther : never had I been so much exposed. It 
was the 16th of August, and these outrages 
** had lasted ever since the 11th: I at last 
** sent to inform the Governor that my patience 
** was exhausted, and my mind fiiUy made up 
to dispatch the first of his people who should 
pass the threshold of my door. This warning 
** had its due efiect, and put an end to these 
** insulting proceedings. It is an additional 
** act of cruelty on the part of the English Go« 
'* vemment to have selected such a man; but 
'^ iniquity seeks iniquity, and guesses where it 
^ is to be found ; and Ministers never me- 
'^ditate any atrocity without meeting with 
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some corsair ready to assist them in the 
execution. I freely and Toluntarily abdicated 
in favour of my son and of the Constitution ; 
and fredy and voluntarily bent my steps to- 
wards England, where I wished to live in re- 
tirement, and under the protection of its laws. 
** Its laws ! Does aristocracy know any law ? 
** Is there a crime it will hesitate to commit, or 
** a right it wiU scruple to trample under foot ? 
** Its chiefs have all lain prostrate before my 
*^ eagles ; to some I gave crowns out of the 
** fruit of my victories; I replaced others on 
*• their thrones, from which victory had hurled 
**them; I shewed clemency, magnanimity to- 
** wards all ; and all have betrayed me, desert- 
^' ed me, and basely contributed to rivet my 
** chains. I am at the mercy of a freebooter.** 

I endeavoiured to calm the Emperor*s agita- 
tion. He had not been out for eighteen months ; 
I represented to him the dangers to which he 
exposed himself by so prolonged a state of inac- 
tivity, and requested him not to remain pent up 
in his apartment, but to come out and breathe 
the open air. **No,*' said he; "insidts have 
** long confined me to these cabins, and now 
want of strength prevents me ftt>m leaving 
them. Examine that leg, see whether you 
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** find any thing that ails it ; I feel that it gives 
** way under me." I looked, and having ob- 
served and examined the whole of the right side, 
I acquired tiie painM certainty that it was 
weaker than the left. " You feel too gently," 
said he ; ** press harder, and teU me whether 
** nature is in league with this Calabrian, and 
** whether the climate will soon yield up to the 
** Minister the corpse he waits for ?• — " Nothing, 
Sire, is to be seen or felt; it is. only a tem- 
porary weakness which will soon be removed." 

The Emperor had spoken to me of a pro- 
test which I felt a curiosity to see : it was 
shewn to me, and was that of the 16th of 
August, 1819.* 

24th Sept. — I saw the Emperor at ten 
o'clock, A.M. He was still in bed, being weak 
and languid after having passed a bad night. 
He is tormented by vague sensations of pain, 
and experiences one in the interior of the right 
breast which never leaves him. I advised him 
to take a bath, and a sedative draught, and to 
use frictions with a liniment composed of am- 
monia and opium. 

At two o'clock the Emperor was better, 

* Which see in O'Meara's ^^ Napoleon in Exile^*' 
vol. II. Appendix^ p. 514. 
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though Still in bed. He b^;aii to converse 
about Italy, enumerating the plans and views 
he had formed respecting that country ; and 
mentioning the great men it has produced. 
He discussed the merit of Volta, Spallanzani, 
Aldini; and suddenly addressing himself to 
me, — ** You do not speak to me of Mascagni," 
said he ; " you have published the posthumous 
" works of Mascagni ; I must see them. I am 
" anxious to admire those plates, of which the 
" English papers have spoken in such high 
" tenns." I showed them to him. He laid 
them before him, examined them, discussed 
the subjects they represented, questioned me 
respecting them, and took so lively an interest 
' in this representation of the human frame, that 
five o'clock came before he perceived how time 
had passed. " Two hours of anatomy," said 
he, " for a man who never could bear the sight 
" of a dead body ! — Ah ! Doctor, what are you 
" thinking about ? But it is impossible to write 
" or to execute better. You are a seducer ; 
" you will soon pei-suade me that pills are plea- 
** sant things to take." 

25th. — The Emperor continues to be better. 
He has had a good night. I ordered another 
both. I presented myself again at three o'clock 
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and was introduced. — ** WeD, Doctor," said he, 
" what is your opinion respecting me ? — Am I 
" to live or to die ? Tell me candidly what you 
" think ?'' — ** I think that your Majesty is not 
yet arrived at the end of your career ; other 
destinies await you ?** — ** Ah, ah ! Doctor, true as 
" a physician, I see ; but I will oblige you to be 
'* sincere. You possess the skill of Corvisart, and 

you must adopt his rough unceremoniousness. 

You keep a journal of my complaint, do you 
« not ?"— ^* Yes, Sire."—" Well, I will write it 
" under your dictation ; or you shall transcribe 

it under mine. You will then no longer have 

it in your power to brighten the prospects of / 

** the futiu'e ; I shall know what I am about ; I 
** shall be able to compare each day what I feel 
** and what I suffer, with what I have felt and 
" suffered before. You will no longer deceive 
** me. Doctor, you are caught !" — ** But, Sire . ." 
" But 1 It is a settled thing ; I shall write 
" or dictate my own bulletins. Have you not 
** brought me some books ?" — ^* We have some, 
Sire." — " What are they ?" — " I do not know ; 
it was not I who purchased them." — " I warn 
** you that I will see every one of them !" — " But, 
Sire, some libels may have slipped in amongst 

VOL. I. H 
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themT — ^Poh! the gun has no moine spMs? 
** The herd of lihdlists has exhsosted its pas- 
*^ ture : let me see every thhig !'' 

A cart was M^ancmg towards Longwood, 
and I was following it with my eyes throngh 
the window, to ascertain whether it contained 
the boxes of books. — I found that it did ; and 
told the Emperor. '' They are most welcome/' 
said he ; ^' I shall be relieved from the weight 
<< of a few hours I Let them be brought into 
^* the draidng-room, I will see them opened/' 

The boxes ware brou^t, broken open, and 
some books were taken out of them, which 
Aly was going to give to the Emperor. ** No T 
said Napdeon, ** that is not what I want ! Look 
** into the box — examine it careftdly — make 
** haste ! — a package sent from Europe must 
^ contain something else : books are not the 
'* first things a father has to look at." He 
was right ; we presently found a picture sait 
to him by Prince Eugene. He recdved it 
with transports of joy ; pressed it to his lips ; 
and g«uang upon it for some time, with t^ars 
in hi3 eyes — ** Dear boy !" exdiaimed he, ** tf 
** he does not fail a victim to some p^tical atre^- 
^ city, he will not be unw(»rthy of his fathcar ! 
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Btit what is the matter with you ? Why do 
yda not continue to unpack?'' We had all 
stoppled, and stood in an attitude of religious 
awe. We shared his emotion ; we experi- 
ei^fced his ahrms ; we werie breathless. How- 
eren w^ set to w6rk again; the servants 
took oul the bodks, And Napoleon passed them 
in review, and examined them. He had hoped 
to find ** De fAUemagne,'' and *• Polybius ; " 
but, unfortunatdy, neither of those works was 
in the boxes : they had been filled without 
choice or (fiscrimination, and hardly contained 
any thing hvk wM'ks wiiich they alrieady pos- 
sessed at St. Helena. Napoleon was much 
gribved kt irhis, afatt repeat^y said to me, 
** Why did you not devote some twenty thou- 
** sand francs to make these purchases? — My 
*^ mbther would have paid them ; and you Would 
*' have administered cbVisoIation to me by briii^- 
^ ing nib some bbbks. If, at le^t, I had ' Poly- 
'* biii^ !' but, pefhilps, it will reac^ me from scfi(n4 
•^ otha- iquarter.''— The i*ork did reach Mfti a 
shbrt time before his death, throtigh the kindness 
of Lady Holland ; btit not stf the ivork of M^- 
ibine de 8taa— he died Without havifig ieaft it. 
Some bundles of newspapers were next taken 
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out of the box. " Ah !" said the Emperor, 
" this will bring up the arrears of my informal 
^' tion about the state of affairs. It is curious 
" enough to see the wise measures which were to 
" cancel the recollection of my tyranny ! Poor 
^^ Europe ! what convulsions are preparing for 
" it !" — " Here, Sire, is your correspondence." 
" — Unpublished ! that, at least, is not the con- 
^^ ception of a libellist ; it has not been falsified, 
" altered, and carried to Vienna. — Egypt ! 
" we were all young then ; we played with 
" death ; we only thought of victory ; — the 
" period of defections had not yet arrived." 



" Alexandria, 5th Fructidor^ Anno VI. 

** To General Bonaparte : — 

" You would be unjust, Citizen-general, if 
you were to construe into a proof of weakness 
or discouragement, the vehemence with which 
I have exposed our wants to you. As I have 
already told you, the event of the 14th* has 
only produced indignation and thirst for ven- 
geance in the minds of the troops. Per my 
part, it matters little where I am to live or 

* The first battle of Aboukir. * 
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die^ provided I live for the glory of our arms, 
and die as I shall have lived ! Rely^ therefore, 
upon me in all this concourse of cirdimstances, 
as well as upon those whom you may place 
under my orders." 

** Such were the sentiments of brave Kleber ! 
** — ^At a later period he suffered himself to 

be misled by intrigue ; but his heart was 
truly French. He never would have cove- 
** nanted with the emigrants. He never would 
*^ have disowned our eagles. I am glad to have 
" this collection ; it will reiresh my recollec- 
"tion; I shall increase it — add notes to it. 
** But what boxes have you there ? Eau de 
^' Cologne ! Send it to Madame Bertrand ; I 
" commission you, Doctor, to deliver it. Ano- 
" ther ! — it is for you. Here are numerous 
" duplicate copies of books ; I give them up to 
« the priests." 

The last box had been broken open : it con- 
tained the vases and church ornaments. ^^Stop!'" 
said Napoleon ; ** this is the property of St. 
** Peter ; have a care who touches it ; send 
« for the Abbes.— But talking of Abb&, do 
" you know that the Cardinal is a poor crea- 
" ture ?— ^He sends me missionaries and propa- 
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*' gandists, as if I were a penitent ; and as. if 
'* a whole string of their Eminences had not 
** always attended at my chapeL I will do 
** what be ought to have done: I-possess the 
** right of investiture, and I shall use it. Abb€ !" 
(Buonavita was just entering the room,) *' I 
'* give you thq episcopal mitee ."-r-" fiSre !..•/' 
*^ t restore it to you ; you shall wear it in 
'^ s^te of the heretics ; they will not again 

** take it fcom you."—** But, Sire ! " ** I 

** cannot add to it so rich a benefice as that 
of Valencia, which Suchet had given you; 
bift, at any rate your see shall be secure 
from the chances of battles. — I appoint, you 

" Bishop of let me see, of the Jum- 

**na. — The vast coui\tries through which 
^* that river flows, were on the point of en- 
** tering into alliance with me. — AU was in 
^* readiness ; all were going to march ; we 
were about to give the finishing blow to Eng- 
land ; when one maur-I dare not caU him a 
" Frenchman,— upset the whole scheme. Abbe, 
*' it is understood ; I will have you wear the epis- 
** copal insignia.— I insist upon it : they com- 
** mand respect and veneration. You will strike 
** with awe all the heretics that surround you. 
" General Montholon, procure from * James- 
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** Town, or the Cape, what is nec^eary ib dress 
" the Akh^ !" — Unfortunately the general coifld 
not succeed ; neiliher of those plaices is Cathblic, 
and neither red nor violet is in request. Tile 
good Abb^ remained, therefore, modestly tHi&red 
in the bute^ of the misdonary, ill spite di Ms 
double promotion ! 

It now remained to be settled how the chatifel 
sfabidd be arranged; where it should be/ and 
how the altar shouUL h^ erected and fikedl' The 
missibndiy could not at all* conceive how aH 
dikt was to b^ done. '' I will tell ybu," saM lihe 
Bmperor ; '*I will not have any service except on 
^ Sundays, and the holiday!^ adcfiiowledged by 
the Concordate; on those days Twill' give you- 
up the dfaiing-room, and yon shall say masi^ in 
^it on a' mbveable ahar whidi vHll- be tidcen 
« away immediately aftferWHHb: You arti old 
^' and infirm, I therefore chd<M the hour the 
'* most' Convenient for you ; yoU shadl say^iiutss 
" between nine and tbi o^dofek: Wfe have the 
chcf-^ieuore td supply ns with itf the prd|>s 
and* boards that will be requhnftd.* You will 
*' take fiDm it the rafters, tlM; traverses; and all 
** that you may thitik usdUl' for your ptepose ; 

* A dark coarse woollen stuff. . 
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^' and throw the remainder of that ill-shaped 
'< construction into some comer of the garden. 
" Did you ever ?ee a more singular kind of 
" bed?* Every thing moves in that absurd 
^* machine. It is a tottering fabric, where the 
*^ help of a ladder is required to get at a mouse- 
'^ trap. British taste alone could be delivered 
" of such a conception !" 

26th. — The Emperor much the same. He 
had passed the night in perusing the news- 
papers, and was very tired. I recommended 
rest, some food, and a bath in the course of 
the day. " Very well. Doctor," said he, look- 
ing at the picture of the King of Rome, which 
he still held in his hands : ^^ Here, place this 
" admirable child by the side of his mother ! . . . 
'^ There ... to the right, nearer to the manteU 
" piece. You know her by her blooming looks — 
'' that is Maria Louisa : she holds her son in her 
'' arms ! And that other picture, you know it 
" also ? It is the Imperial Prince. You do not 
'^ guess what graceful hand held the needle that 
** sketched this representation of his features?— 
" It was that of his mother. That jncture before 
'^ which you now stand, is Maria Louisa again ; 

* That sent out by Grovernment. 
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the two others are pcntraits of Josephine. — I 
loved her tenderly. You are examining that 
** large clock ? — It served to wake the Great 
** Frederick early in the morning. I took it at 
*^ Potsdam : it was aU Prussia was worth. 
" Move the bust of the Imperial Prince to the 
left, it is too much to the right. The omap- 
ments of my mantel-piece are, as you see, not 
** very sumptuous.-^The bust of my son, two 
candlesticks, two gilt cups, two phials of Eau 
de Cologne^ a pair of scissars to cut nails with, 
^* and a small glass, are all it contains.— This is 
*^ no longer the splendour of the Tuileries. But 
no matter; if I am decayed in my power, I 
am not in my glory : I preserve all my re- 
'^ cdlections. Few sovereigns have immolated 
^^ themselves for their peojde : a sacrifice so 
^^ immense is not without its charms." In a 
few nfiinutes I withdrew. 

I shall here take up and continue the de- 
scription which the Emperor was giving of his 
ftumiture, in the conversation just related. At 
one end of the room, to the right, was a small 
camp-bed of iron, quite plain, with four silver 
eagles and silk curtains. Two small windows, 
both without any ornament, gave light to the 
apartment. Between them stood a scrutMre^ 
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upon, which was a fange dicMng-case, and be-* 
&Be it was «n aem-diur, in which Nap(deon 
safe when he was studiously engaged^ and when 
he camO'^ out of the bath. A secmd chair was 
jdaoed to- the lisib of it; and on the right was 
th0 afWovd'which^tlieBmperor wore at Axisteilkz. 
Tile door leading into the bath-^room:was con- 
cealed i^^ an (dd screen^ ne^ct' to which was 
an' equally old s(^ coveiied with calko. Upon 
that so& it w^is t^at Napoleon usudly reclined; 
and sought eSidter from dampness and the 
gnate ; his legs thrust into a sadc of flitnnel, and' 
a shabby table by the^ side of him, m Which 
were hi& books or his breakfasts- The second 
room was quite as good^ as the first. Iiiike 
it; it was^ built^ of mud; it6 ^e was 7' ^feet 
in height; 15 in tength, and 12 in tere^tH; 
it had one window, and opened into the gar- 
den, and into the dinitig-room. Itl» furbi^ 
ture consisted of a» camp-bed, several guns, 
two Chinese sereens, a chest of dtewef^ two 
small tabtes, on one of which were books a^ 
on the other, bottles ; a chair' and a magnificats 
wash-hand standi brought from the filys^e. 
Such was the mkerable habitation in which 
the Emperor was pent up : a noble specimen 
of British magnificence and sumptuousness. 
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27th. — ^The Emperor has had a listless 
night.:, he. had been, zeadu^ for several hoMr9, 
andt ^as ^till readings whfan 1^ saw him at tm 
o'dock^ in t)ie morqu^g. He carapiained of 
vague pains in the alidoipen^ wfaidi an. enema 
soon dispelled. I advise^ hia Majec(ty to ceaie 
reading, and to ta)ce a bath, and a: little ex- 
ercise. 

The dampness of the. two room^ wwexoes* 

sive; it attacked and destroyed eveiy t)4ng» 

The paltry nppkeen winch served f|a tapestry 

was hanging in rag» again^tr ^ walb* We took 

it. 4own, and endeavoured to pl|ice before the 

EinQeror's ^es sqniethii^ mon^ pleasu:^, by 

patting up in its stead some muslin we had 

purchase(]|, and. which we- adorned with some 

fine biids of Egjrpt, of which, we had a col- 

lectioq, painted on paper^ We grouped, our 

paintings, , and placed in the midst of them an 

eagle, which was to protect and guide them. 

N^leqn smile4 on seeing that qriubol of vie- 

tory. '^ Dear eagle T sai4 hf)^. ^ it would stiU 

** soar on high, if those whom it covered with 

** its wiiigs had not arrested its flight !" 

When I returned into my apartment I found 
an invitation from the Governor. He had heard 
of the anatomical plates I had brought with 
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me, iand wished to see them. I shewed them 
to him. He looked* at them, examined them, 
turned from one to the other and back again, 
and I thought I observed in the eagerness 
with which he opened them, a kind of pre- 
occupation of mind, which alarmed me. But 
I was wrong : his Excellency had become sud- 
denly enamoured of physiology, and that was all; 
he harboured no evil thought, at least he did 
ndt manifest it outwardly ; on the contrary, I 
heard nothing but encomiimas upon the beauty 
of the work, and nothing else was talked of. 

28th. — The Emperor a little better. I or- 
dered a bath and exercise as I had done the day 
before. ** Whilst yoii were still in bed. Doctor," 
said he, " I was following your prescription. — 
*^ I had risen at day-break ; and was walking out 
to take a little fresh air; and I am now turning 
over some ideas which have occurred to me, 
" respecting an operation in which my orders 
" were not well executed." The flannel bag was 
on the ground, and Napoleon on his legs ; so 
that I had an opportunity of admiring his 
costiune. It consisted of a white drossing- 
gown, a pair of very wide white trowsers with 
feet, red slippers, a Madras shawl round his 
head, no cravat, and the shirt-collar open. I 
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examined this singular dres3 ; the Emperor 
perceived it, and said, laughing, ^ Ah ! I see 
what arrests your attention ; and to punish you 
for your want of respect for my dress, I close 
** my door against your drugs until to-morrow. 
^' I have some algebraical calculations to make." 
29th. — The Emperor very much dejected; 
and complained, to repeat his own expression, 
of a deep pain in the liver. He continues to 
read, consents but with reluctance to use exer- 
cise, and takes a bath. 

The carpet of his rocmi was strewed with 
books ; there were some round the bed, some in 
the middle of the ^)artment, some dose to 
the walls. I could not understand why they 
were thus scattered about, and asked the cause 
of this confusion. — '' The Eknperor has read all 
ni^t."— " WeU ?"— " When he wishes to read, 
he covers his bed with books, takes th^m up, turns 
them over, and throws them away when he has 
done with them." — " But why not pick them 
up ?" — *^ Because he was still reading." — " Did 
that prevent its being done ?'' — ^* As long as the 
Emperor holds a book in his hand he will not 
suffer any body to interrupt him. Good works 
are allowed to slide down on the floor, indif- 
ferent ones are disdainfully pushed aside, and 
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iiad ones thrown against the wall; but it fis 
only when the Emperor is out of the room, or 
in his bath, that it is allowed to touch them/' 

30th. — ^The Emperor somewhltt better. I 
reeommend the itte of m^tfory both lateN 
naOy and externa^; but he reftises it, and 
talcesabaih^ 

1st and 2d Oct — ^The Emperor in the same 
state. I again proposed mercurial preparations, 
and recomihetided i^x&rd^. 

3d. — The Emperor found himisetf bettier, and 
^reed to take a little exercise. I am>mpehied 
him int6 the gaMen, and was speakidg to Mm 
of the care his health ihequii^d, imd bf the Itp- 
proachiiig cesMtiOti bf his sufferings.— <' I be- 
'* lieve you, Ddctdi*,'" said he ; '< the climate has 
^ been Wdl chosen ; it will nctt kt itft tictlHi 
" eslclipe !-^fitit you, how do ydu find yourself 
*• lA your dtuadbn ?— ^Are the nine thoiisdtid 
^ frames alfisigned to you, ^iifBieient to satisfy 
*' yout wants ?" I assured him that I Was ttio 
hippy in b^Sng n^ar hss penion } thai I did not 
seek fortune^; and that ^y 6hl^ ambltidn h^d 
iMKen tb offer my servlcesr tb him. ^ Ttett Is 
v^ well, dear Docfo^ ; biit t6 uifit^' dolh 
things is bettier still.-- 1 giv6 fovL whsft I 
*' gate art Patis ; circumstances are no logger 
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tbe same^ there is no corapariaon, but for 
that very reason I wbh your tempcrtfiy 
aalaiy to be equhralmt to your wants. Such 
** is my intention ; see whether too low an 
estimate has not been made.'* — ^I rallied, 
that I had more than I wanted, and. that 
his kindness quite overpowered me.** — ^ How 
^^ long do you intend to remain here ?" — '* As 
long as my services are agreeable to your Ma- 
jesty. — ^^ Do you know that my sm^^ecm is 
^' also the surgeon of the persons forming my 
^ establishment ? — that being alone, he must 
^^ be at the same time, suigeon, physician, and 
^^ apothecary ?" — ^^ I know it, Sire ; I am do- 
voted to you for ever ; diq;>ose of me as you may 
think fit*' — " Well, I will not detain you more 
than five years on this rock ; and after that 
time, I will settle upon you a pension of ei g^ 
^ or nine thousand francs per annum. Yon 
will then return to Europe, having enough 
to lead an independent life; you will be able 
*^ to resume your aaatoroical labours ; and wiltf 
'* in time, be ranked amongst the first pl^- 
siologists of the age. You are entitled to 
my gratitiide^ citeom, and affection, for the 
sacrifices you have made for me: and you 
** will justify those sentiments by taking care of 
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" me." The Emperor continued to converse 
a long time upon the same subject; and in 
a few dajs after General Montholon, by his 
order, repeated to me what he had said. 

4th. — The Emperor's health in the same 
state. I advised warm sulphureous baths. 
After his usual bath he walked in the garden, 
and I followed him. He was gloomy and low- 
spirited. Having seated himself under a tuft 
of trees which commanded an extensive view, 
" Ah ! Doctor," said he, " where is the fine 
'* climate of Corsica?" He paused a few mi- 
nutes, and then continued : — " Fate has not 
" permitted me to see once more those sites 
" endeared to me by all the recollections of my 
" in&nt days ... I intended to reserve to mysdf 
" the sovereignty of that island, and I could 
" have done so, but an intrigue, a moment of 
" ill-humour, altered my choice and I preferred 
" Elba. Had I followed my first idea and re- 
" tired to Ajaccio, perhaps I should not have 
" thought of seizing again the reins of power ; 
" I should not have been vulnerable on every 
" point ; the promises made would not have 
"been broken, and I should not be here. I 
" had some idea of seeking refuge there in 
" 1815. I was certain of uniting the opinions. 
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** wishes, and efforts of all, and I should have 
** found myself in a condition to brave the 
'< malevolence of the Allied Powers. You know 
'^ the inhabitants of our mountains ; you know 
*' their energy, their perseverance, their coun^, 
•' and with what a noble and undaunted mind 
*^ they face the enemy. Islands, besides, have 
** their peculiar means of defence; winds, dis- 
^^ tance and the difficulties of landing, ^ weaken 
^ the chances in fovour of an aggression against 
** them ; and they avoid three fourths of the 
^* evils with which continents are afflicted. The 
*^ whole population would have received me 
^^ with open arms, it would have become my 
** family, and all its hearts would have been at 
my disposal. Do you think that a coalition 
of thirty, forty, or even fifty thousand men 
would have been capable of subduing us, and 
*^ that they would have dared to attempt it? 
'^ What sov^'eign would have engaged in a 
^* conflict in .the issue of which there was every 
^* thing to lose and nothing to gain ? — for, I 
^ repeat it, the people were devoted to me ; 
from my earliest days I have had a name 
and influence in Corsica. Its steep moun- 
tains, its deep valleys, its torrents and pre- 
cifAces, offered no dangers to me. I have vi- 
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sited them all firom one extremitj of the island 
to the other, and never has a single accident 
** or the slightest insult taught me that my con- 
fidence was misplaced. Even at Bocognano, 
where sentiments of hatred and vengeance are 
** transmitted down to the seventh generation — 
where in fixing the marriage-portion of a 
young girl the nimiber of her cousins is taken 
*^ into account, I was greeted and welcomed, 
and every sacrifice would have been made for 
me. It was not» therefore, the sentiments of 
the population that gave me the least unea- 
siness ; for I knew that every arm was devoted 
^^ to me : but it would have been said that I 
^* got out of the way, that I sought the port 
'^ whilst all was perishing, and I would not seek 
^' for arefuge amidst the wreck of so many brave 
" men. I resolved, therefore, to retire to Ame- 
rica, and bent my steps towards England ; but 
I was tar firom foreseeing on what horrible 
terms she grants her hospitality. I was also 
deterred by another consideration. Once in 
^* Corsica, I did not fear the issue of the strug- 
** gle ; but I should have been in the centre of 
^' the Mediterranean ; the eyes of France and 
^ Italy would have been turned towards me, and 
" the effervescence would not have subsided. 
" In order to ensure their own tranquillity, the 
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sovereigns would have been obliged to attack 
me, and the Island would have been torn by 
*^ war, and I could liot bear the idea of being 
"* reproached as the cause of its misfortunes. 
** Besides, I had abdicated in favour of my son, 
'^and such an act could not be illusorj: I 
^^ wished to render it more certain and more 
'^ advantageous for the nation, and feared to 
** paralyze its effects. 

** Ah ! Doctor, what recollections Corsica has 
** left me! I still enjoy in imagination its sites 
** and its mountains : methinks I still tread its 
^ soil, and know it even by the odour it exhales. 
** I intended to ameliorate its condition, to render 
** it happy — ^in a word, to do every thing iii its 
** favour, and the rest of France would not have 
" disapproved of my predilection, . . . but our 
" disasters came,'and I could not carry into effect 
** the plans I had formed. 

^* Though mountainous, Corsica is deficient 
^ in water, and has no lai^ rivers. That was 
'* an obstacle to contend with, but the excel- 
** lence of the soil and local dispositions would 
'* have made amends for this defect. 

** The salt pits near Ajacdo are favourable 
" for the growth of coffee and sugar-canes : this 
** has been proved by experiments, arid I propoised 
" to turn this circumstance to account. I in- 

I 2 
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" tended to encourage industry, commerce, agri- 
" culture, sciences and arts ; to give facilities to 
** the inhalatants, to invite families of foreigners 
*' into the island, to increase its population ; in a 
" word, to put it in a condition to suffice to itsdf, ' 
" and render itself independent of the continental- 
" markets. I' had adopted a plan of fortifications 
" upon which I had long meditatai, and which 
" wotdd have been inexpugnable. St. Florent is - 
" one of the most favouraUe situations I know, 
" aiid the most advantageous for trade. It is 
" close to France, and borders upon Italy ; and its 
" harbours are safe and convenient, and capable of 
" receiving lai^ fleets : I should have built there 
" a lat^ and fine dty, which would have been the 
" capital; I should have appointed it a fortress, 
" and it would have had ships constantly station- 
" ed there. Sudi were my ideas — such were the 
" plans I had formed ; but my enemies have had 
** the'art of making me waste my existence on 
" the field of battle ; they have tranaformed into 
" the demon of war, the man who desired mdy 
" the blessings of peace ; the nations have been 
" deceived by the stratagem — aU have risen, and 
" I have been overpowered. However, if I have 
ot had it in my power to carry into execution 
le plans I had teamed in fevour of Corsica, I 
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** have at least the satisfaction of having done 

something for Ajacdo: its port is small, but 

good and well situated.'' 

I was greatly affected whilst the Emperor 
was speaking, and could scarcely command my 
emotion. What I heard harrowed up my very 
soul, when I compared the state of prosperity 
which was in store for Corsica, with the pitiable 
-condition into which it had fallen ; and, in spite 
of myself, tears escaped from my eyes. " What 
** is the matter with you ?" said the Emperor. 
—"Ah! Sire, pardon my agitation, I cannot 
control my feelings ; the contrast is too stiik- 
ing." — "Doctor, our country! — our country! 
" If St. Helena were France, I should like even 
." this frightful rock." 

5th. — Slight abdominal pains, which a bath 
removed; The Emperor was better, and autho- 
rised me to write to Sir Hudson, to ask his 
leave to visit the hospitals. 

I was not yet familiar with the forms of ce- 
remony observed towards the Emperor, and 
endeavoured to learn them, and to model ray 
behaviour and manner upon those of the indi- 
viduals that surrounded his person. None of 
us ever appeared before his Majesty without 
having been previously announced ; and in his 
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presence we were re^>ectfiil and attentive, 
standing up» uncovered, without presiuning to 
approach or to put our hats on until invited so 
to do. Nobody addressed him, unless in general 
conversation; in which case he listened, an^ 
swered, animated the discussion and enlivened 
it by his wit, shewing himself at the same time 
brilliant, just, kind, and full of ameiiity. Napo^ 
leon was to us amiable and affectionate, seek- 
ing to centre in himself all our affections ; his 
advice was that of a father, his reproachesf those 
of a friend. In his anger he was impetuous and 
terrible, and would not brook contradiction ; but 
the fit over, he was all kindness and attention, 
and tried by every means in his power to con- 
sole those whom he had ill-treated ; his actions, 
the tone of his voice, all expressed his kindly 
feelings and manifested his regret. When the 
subject of offence was serious, he discarded the 
guilty, and kept him aloof for a time ; but the 
period of interdiction elapsed, everything was for- 
gotten, the exile was received into favour again, 
and not a word more was said about the matter. 
Every thing relating to these rules of general 
conduct was easily understood, and I had soon 
learnt it ; but etiquette has its forms, which it is 
impossible to divine. I did not know, for in- 
stance, that it forbade leaving the Emperor's 
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room until. ordered by him to withdraw. — Na- 
poleon had fallen asleep, and, fearful of dis* 
turbing him, I left the room ; but I had not jet 
reached my own before he was awake again. 
He looked round, and not seeing me, rang the 
bell and sent for me. I went back to him, and 
found him in the same state in which I had left 
him. He woke a second time with a deep sigh, 
and fixing his eyes upon me — *^ Oh ! oh !" said 
he, " you are still here?" — " Yes, Sijre, but I 
had gone away." — ^^ Ah !" said he, rising, looking 
steadfastly at nie, and taking me by the ear, 
laughing at the same time, '^ Dottoraccio di 
" Capo Corso !* you leave me alone ! you 
^' withdraw without my leave ! You are a no* 
** vice, and I forgive you ; but neither the Grand 
'* Marshal nor General Montholon would have 
*^ retired firom my bed-side until I sent them 
away." I entreated him to excuse my ignorance, 
and he again laughed, repeating once more 
that I was a novice. 

6th. — ^I saw the Emperor at 10 o'clock in 
the morning, and found him better. — He took 
his bath and his usual exercise. When he came 
into the house again he took up a volume of 
Racine, turned over the leaves for some time, 

and at last stopped at the scene where Mith- 

» 

* Great Cape Carsican Doctor. 
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iridates developes his plan of attack against 
Rome.* ** You expect me to recite that pas- 
** sage so much admired by wiseacres in general^ 
^ but, my dear Dattoraccio^ I shall do no such 
thing : it is all foolery clothed in poetiy too 
elegant. Let us turn to this other passage ; it 
is less pompous, but contains much more truth 
*^ and reason.** And he began to read with 
a delioacy and truth of expresaon, and inflexion 
of voice, which would have done honour to an 
actor. He, however, soon grew weary, threw 
down the book, fell back into his artn-chair pro- 
nouncing the name of his mother in an under- 
tone, and sunk into a kind of stupor. I endea- 
voured to recall him to himsdf ; I felt his chest 
heave, and as it were some great effort agitating 
his whole firame. He looked at me, but spoke 
not, €ind I <fid not know what to think of the 
state in which I saw him. Suddenly a crisis took 
place, and he was relieved. ^* Doctor," said he, 
** I am dead ; what do you think about it ?** 
Then rising from his chair and advancing to- 
wards me, he looked at me from head to foot, 
tock hold of me by the ears and whiskers, and 

* The opening scene of the third act of Racine's 
'' Mithridates." 
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pushed me against the wall, exdaimii^, ^* Ah \ 
'' you rascal of a Doctor Cap(hCar9ino, you are 
^ come to St. Helena to physic me» are you ? — ' 
Do you know that I will have you hanged at 
your own house at Cape Corsica ?" In speak* 
ing thus he laughed, gesticulated, and said the 
drollest things imaginable. 

7th. — Same state of health ; — ^bath and exer- 
cise as usual. The Emperor had authorised 
me to go to Plantation-house. I went and paid 
mj first visit to the Governor, who received me 
in presence of his Adjutant-general, Sir 6. Gor- 
requer. I complained of the restrictions im- 
*posed upon us, of the melancholy state to which 
they had brought the Emperor's health, and 
added a prognostic as to the issue of his dis- 
order ;. stating that every symptom tended to 
prove that the diagnostic of chronic hepatitis 
already existed, and declaring that the climate 
of St. Helena engenders, nourishes, and increasies 
that kind of aflfections, and that their issue 
cannot but be extremely dangerous. ** You 
think so ?" said Sir Hudson : ^^ General Bona- 
.parte enjoys exceUent health, notwithstanding 
all he says. This is the healthiest climate I 
know; and it has been chosen for that rea- 
son — Undoubtedly, undoubtedly!" 
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8th. — The Emperpr continues to feel well^ 
and recovers by degrees his appetite and 
strength. — ^Batb and usual exercise. The Em- 
peror sent for the children of the Grand Mar- 
shal; — ^they had not seen him for some days 
past. They hastened to him ftiU of joy, and 
immediately began to play and sport around 
him. To him they appealed as arbiter of their 
discussions : — " Is it not true, Sire, that my cup 
and ball goes best ?" — " No, it is mine.''— ^ -* It 
18 mine," said a third : " I refer it to you — ^your 
Majesty shall decide." The Emperor laughed, 
gave his decision, laughed louder still, and the 
tumult went on as before. *^ You are too noisy, 
** children ; I shall not keep you to dinner." — 
" Yes, do ! we will not make any more noise :'* 
and they were quieter. Napoleon kept them, 
placed little Hortensia next to him, and order- 
ed dinner to be served. But their appetite 
satisfied, the discussions b^an again : each con- 
tended for the palm of victory, — each pretended 
to have been the most skilful. The Emperor 
was again established judge, and appealed to, 
right and left. *^ Is it not true. Sire ? Your 
Majesty has seen ; — ^have you not ?" Napo- 
leon, almost stunned with the noise, did not 
know whom to answer, and laughed more and 
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more. '^ Hold your tongues/' said he to them at 
last ; ^^ you are little chatter-boxes. True, but 
*^ be quiet ; you make too much noise." And 
they all b^an again, accusing each other mu- 
tually of crying out too loud, until, dinner be- 
ing over, the Emperor sent them away. *^ You 
will send for us to-morrow,' Sire ; — ^wiU you 
not ?" — •* You are, then, very fond of playing 
** with me ?" — " Yes ! yes !" exclaimed they all 
together, and withdrew in the hopes of comiog 
again. 

** How happy they are when I send for them, 
^* or play with them I" said the Emperor ; *^ all 
^^ their wishes are satisfied. Passions have not 
'^ yet approached their hearts : they feel the 
** plenitude of existence ; — ^let them enjoy it ! 
'^ At their age, I thought and felt as they do : 
'* what storms since ! . . . But how much 
** that little Hortensia grows and improves ! If 
^* she lives, of how many young tligans will she 
'* not disturb the repose ! I shall then be no 
" more : what say you. Doctor ?** 

9th. — ^The Emperor's health in the same 
state ; continuation of the same remedies. 

« 

I 'had just received despatches from Planta* 
tion-house: what could they contain? what 
further luminous restrictions had Sir Hudson 



124 LAST MOMENTS 

imagined? I was impatient to know, and 
slipped out to read them; but I found it was a 
letter from his Excellency in answer to mine. 
Permission was granted to me to visit the hos- 
pitals, but on condition that I should not go 
alone, but under the surveillance of an officer. 
This precaution was most prudent ; for the sick 
might be stirred up into sedition, and so war- 
like an individual as myself might beat Eng« 
land with a fgw dying patients ! 

The Emperor was walking round Longwood. 
I observed him looking about, peeping into the 
interior of the apartments to see what was 
goiiig forward there, and visiting, one after the 
other, every room occupied by his suite. I was 
going up to him to shew him the letter I had 
received, when I was stopped by one of the ser- 
vants — " You must not go near the Emperor — 
his Majesty is incc^ito." — " How incognito ?** 
— " Certainly : do you not see that he has not 
his usual dress on, nor the cocked hat, which he 
never leaves off, excepting during the shoit time 
he is at table ? Well, whenever the Emperor is 
dressed as you now see him, — when he puts on 
that long green great-coat, and buttons it up to 
the neck, and takes that lai^e round hat, — 
he does not wish to be approached by any body. 
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and even the Grand Marshal himself does not 
disturb him." I thanked the servant for his 
information^ and waited till the Epsperor shoidd 
come in ; but he west to pay a visit to Madame 
Bertrand, and remained there two hoturs. I 
was beginning to find the tixne very long; 
" Hare a little patience,** said Noveraz* ; "I see 
some movement at the posts ; they are going to 
relieve the sentries : the Emperor does not ex- 
pose himself to be elbowed by the j^d-coats ; he 
will soon come in." In a short time he actually 
did come in ; and having undressed And piit on 
a dressing-gown, he walked for a long while in 
his drawing-room. He was in good spirits. 
The conversation fell upon Paris, and he spoke 
a great deal about the English colony : it was 
the head-quarters, the parade, of all polices ; — 
Fouche and William Flint held their market, 
and the highest bidder was the purchase!-. '' I 
" was one day speaking to the King of 'Wur- 
temberg at the Tuileries ; we wete standing 
near a window, and had a view of the saloons. 
I had just received a report disclosing some of 
" the dirty practices then going forward, and 

* One of the servants. 
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** had not been able . to control a movement of 
** impatience. * These insects torment you ? 
crush them ! You have conquered the world, 
and you retreat before a set of spies! I 
" should settle them in a few hours.* — * By 
** what means ?' — * A dungeon ! .the gibbet ! 
** Marquises, Countesses — all should march to- 
^ gether to the gallows ! Nobody would stir 
after that, and Flint's gold would have been 
spent in nain.' His Majesty was growing 
very warm on the subject : I did not contra^ 
'* diet him. His advice was good, no doubt, 
*' but it could not suit me : it is only a legiti- 
** mate monarch who can put half his subjects 
** in chains.'' 

It was late ; the Emperor went into his bed- 
room. There was nobody there to undress him, 
and I rang the bell ; but before I could call any 
one, his clothes were ahready flying about in all 
directions; the fomiture and the floor were 
strewed with them when Marchand came in. 
Ah ! you rogue/' said Napoleon to him, " you 
were not there! — and the gnats! take care, 
your ears shall pay for it if there are any 
** under the gnat-curtain." He laughed, got 
into bed, and attempted to arrange a sliding 
candlestick which he used at night; but the 
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adjustfaig-screw being heated, he burned his 
hand, which he shook for a long time, joking 
with the servant, and accusing him of having 
formed a conspiracy against his fingers. ** I am 
** the victim of fire and gnats," said he ; ^^ sleep 
** has fled : Doctor, you must suffer for it !" 
He got out of bed again, put on his dressing- 
gown and his flannel-bag, and threw himself 
into his arm-chair. '* You have read the bat- 
*> ties of Alexander ?•*—« No, Siie.''— " Those 
** of Caesar?" He saw that my answer was 
going to be a negative, and continued, ^^ Mine, 
** at all events ?" — " No, Sire ; hitherto I have 
only had to deal with dead bodies." — ** Very 
" bad company, Doctor ; but Montholon will 
*^ give you a sketch of those campaigns whidi 
^ have shaken the world. I wish you to have 
'* some idea of them." And accordingly I after-^ 
wards received some lessons on the subject: 
but my conceptions are not warlike ; I did not 
profit by my instructions, and confined myself 
to my scalpel — that is my staff* of office. 

The Emperor began to take a review of the 
situation of affairs, and the intrigues which had 
effected his downfal. *^ I was aware of those 
** intrigues," said he ; ^^ I could have punished 
'^ the leaders of them, and perhaps I ought to 
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*^ have done so ; but executions were repug- 
nant to my feelings — I was averse to shed- 
ding blood/' . * 
• 10th. — The Emjperor complained of fil%ht 
abdominal pains, which pelded to a bath 'and 
an enema. "I am well," said he ; ** I do not 
^^ want any doctoring to-day ; go and take 
*^ advantage of the Sicilian's permission to visit 
the hospitals : I see one of his Kalmbucks 
coming; probably it is the one appointed to 
" watch over you." Napoleon had guessed' 
rightly ; it was Doctor Amott, whom his Excel- 
lency had ordered to accompany me. I placed 
myself under his guidance, and we started. 
We went first to James Town, where I found 
nothing but dysentery, and acute and chronic 
hepatitis : nobody escaped the influence of the 
climate. There were, however, some cases of in- 
flammatory fevers, but the number of them was 
small. The hospital of James Town exiiibited 
nothing that I had not under my eyes at Long- 
wood. I went to that of Deadwbod. Here were 
the very same disorders as at James Town ; but 
so rapid in their progress, so terrible in their ef- 
fects, that one hour, one instant, was sufficient to 
upset the whole system of the animal economy, 
and render unavailing the most efficacious re- 
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rteHm. I never had a belter opportunity of 
learalng to af^irectate the valie of time, atid 
the firtsl consequences of delay.. 

liaraig seen and* examined this hospital, and 
admiral the order and regulations ci the esta« 
falialuB0Dt, I proceeded back to Longwood. I 
was no longer in compiiny with Dr. Amott ; 
bat uncter the escort of a brave officer, -with 
whom I soon began to enter into conversation. 
The rain had saturated the ground, and I felt 
impatient on seeing my horse floundering in the 
mire* ^Tbai is," said my companion, ''the 
inoohyemence of aigillaceous scmIs ; we must put 
u^ with it;— "Very weD,*' ailswered I, "but 
lieraons perched on the summit of mountains 
oi^ht not to be exposed to the inconveniencies 
to whibh plains are subject. We are now on a 
bank of day ; the rain does not penetrate into 
it ; ' it either settles on the surface and makes it 
daminy, or slides over it from its summit to its 
base, and renders the whole extent of it greasy, 
slimy, aad slq)pery." In conversing thus we 
reached a spot whence we discovered a prospect 
which offered to our view rocks half detached 
from their bases, and abysses of almost immea- 
surable . depth. My guide examined and ex- 
plained these convulsions of nature, with a de- 

VOL.1. K 



i30 l^AWt MOMENTS 

gree /«f fare and pfeasure which a geologiflt 
akme could feel in wttnesaing simA a scene ; ex** 
patiating on volcapos, lava, fiaewves^ leveb» &e. 
I could see that St» Helena is a YalcanSc. pro- 
duction, and that y^ss quite enough &r nse ; I 
felt less interested about the interior. than abool^ 
the sur&ce. I gazed upon that hei^) of rockft 
whose summits are lostiin the cloud& I jiollow^ 
ed th^n, runniag in chains from east .tt> metkp 
bieaking sudd^y into bifiumited gMXpBf ad« 
vandng towards the south, baiding toWaids. 
the north, and offering a spectacle of ^luKnder. 
and oonfiuion, of masses of needles, precjpices, 
fragments, and nv^untains, seeming, to dispute: 
tor qpaoe, whidx no other spot in the woiid 
could exhibit. ** You would see much woorke^*- 
said my guide, ** if you were to diinb ia tise 
top of Diana's Peak, whence your eye would 
compass the whole island.'' — ^ What coidd I 
possibly see worse tlian peaks add preeqnoei,. 
withoat a tree or any signs of vt^gbtatian? 
How dreary, how barren erery thmg^^^iipean! 
And could they • . .?"— " Uodeubtodfy: • : * .** 
We continued to adyance ; suddetaly tbe pra* 
spect expanded, and the officer stopped to 
point out to me the picture before our eyes : 
it was composed of patches of verdure, with 
a few bullocks and rawboned horses, graaing 
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on sooK soantf Uades of gioj^^ ghiwmg iMi tlie 
brink of the |nnecipioe8. *' I see tlKra,** «aid I, 
^fantdo 71m obflerve where they are stack up? 
An tiMee onr conmlatioiis, our resouroeB ?** — 
** BMDoroes ! oh no^ certainly not ; ereiy thing 
hen is thy and tough, howe^mr. • • • .However, 
there is never either : snow or thunder/'-^ 
^' I know it : bnt thO' rains are freqaent; Hie 
winds impetuouS) and the temperatui^ in a 
perpetosX state of yariadon. Sometinies you 
are in a boUow, where yon dMloe ; 4hai in a 
current of air where you ai^fioasen ;= further on,' 
in a thick fog. Yoti aver Ipanting with heat, be* 
nimdied with cdd^ or wet through. In aiie^ 
adnotes you pass through aU thedagron of 
the tliemiouietrical. soeie^ We have scavoely 
enMMd ibis mass of air, and: already the mois-^ 
tvek condensed, mdwuifeer streams down oar 
dotfaes/'— '' It is not fi» its sudden trammt^imiP 
tlttt the climate of Sb Helena is eommesiddtte; 
ladmitthat the atasosphere isialternatd^ fhonn, 
wann, iky, andidamp^and^tiiat'lhese variattons 
oeeur twenty times a day: nevertheless the 
hy]g»ometer . . . v' » <« Is a useless instrmnent in 
thifrcasei My bootsisnpply thbf place cS one; I 
take thanoflFat ni^t, dean and polislii^ and 
the»ne3(t' morning they are- covered with mould. 
Do you think that indication is not as certain 
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as that of an hygrometer ? They Bedooiiis, en- 
camped in the midst of the Desert, are at least 
shdtered from the indemency of the weather ; 
but we are exposed to all the rigour of the sea- 
sons. If it rains hard our roofs are immedi- 
ately soaked through ; if, on the contrary, the 
sun shines upon th^n, the tar with which they 
are covered becomes liquid, runs, and destroys 
every thing." — *^ The situation is far from being. 
^, pleasant one ; but you are animated and up- 
held by B powerM sentiment. Besides, the 
beat does not last long at St. Hdena ; and ex- 
perience has proved, that the number of days 
when. the sky is obscured with clouds is douUe 
the .number of those, when the sun shines in all 
its power."—" But the rain ?*'— « Ah ! that, in- 
deed,, is our plague; the rain here is almost 
incessant : it falls upon an average 135 days in 
the year. The celebrated Banks, desirous of 
knowing the quantity of rain that falls on these 
mountains, sent out from London instruments 
to measure it with precision ; ' and it was found 
to be SS"" 3fi inches — 12'' 13 inches more than 
in England. Every thing around . us is very 
unlike the beautiftd climate of Italy; and, 
above all, very, different from the circumstances 
in which he was placed in that country at a 
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certain period, when his ascendancy there was 
all powerful. I then fought under other ban- 
ners ; we were numerous, resolute, and deter- 
mined to conquer ; but his dispositions were so 
skitfid, and his movements so prompt and rapid, 
that we were always beaten. It was in vain 
that we excited the nations to war : he dis- 
armed them with a proclamation — calmed them 
with an order of the day. I recollect still his 
beantiftd address to the inhabitants of Carin- 
thia,* and the effect it produced. 

11th. — ^The Emperor has had a good night. 
— Bath — ^usual exercise. 

** Well, Doctor,** said he to me, " what have 
*• you observed ?** I gave him in a few words an 
account of what I had seen. " You are a dunce, 
** Sir : Bathurst would even say a dishonest 
" man, a traitor ! Liver complaints ! why they 
** are unknown in the island. Ask the Go- 
** vanoor, the Minister, ask all England ? This 
^' is the most salubrious spot on the globe ! It 
** has been chosen by the pupils of Pitt; you 

may rely upon their sagacity. Do you not 

know that hepatitis is not tolerated at St. 
** Helena ? — ^that Sir Hudson wiU not admit 
^* those kinds of disorders ; and that he forbids 

* See Las Cases.— 'Vol. II. Part iv. page 23. 
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^ the «{iproadi of the coasts to them ? Bvery 
^ disease has permission to pat in here, except 
^ diseases oC the liver ! Madame Montfadon 
** thought proper when here, some time dgo,* to 
^ suffer from an affection which she had dreadj 
^ laboured under at Paris. She complained of 
^ it, and asked to return to Europe ; but was 
^ told that it was all idea and imagination ; and 
** her doctor was severely reinrimanded. He 
** soon acknowledged his error, and the seat of 
^ complaint was removed to soipe other place. 
It was no longer the liver that was affected, 
but another organ, I foiget which, — and that 
alone. His Excellency then assented, and 
^ granted a passage. — Ah ! Doctor, what men 
*• we have to deal with ! — To transform the air 
** into an instrument of murder, is an idea that 
** never occurred to even the most ferocious 
** of our Pro-consuls ; it could only originate 
"on the banks of the Thames! How wrong 
" I was to ... . ! — But events were following 
each other so rapidly that I had not time to 
reflect, or to make any arrangements.'' 
12th. — The Emperor is every day better. 
After his bath he went out into the garden, 
whither I followed him. He first spoke of 
Corsica ; and described, in glowing language, 
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its sites,, its valkyiai its meuntains : then passing 
suddenly finom .his country to his family^ he 
said^r ** You have leskled a long time in flo- 
^.jrence ; you Imow that my family is oiigi- 
**jMUy fiom thbt placed—" Yes, Sire; your 
fEunily . was patridan, and . ranked one of the 
first there/' — ^^ Do you know the house they 
** inhabited?'' — ^^, It is a monument^ Sire ; a 
curiosity whieh does not escape the notice of 
any body /'-^^^ It is in the centre of the town, is 
^ it not ? and has a.coat of arms sculptured in 
** stolie on the ftont ?** — " Yes, Sire ; and it h 
prsserred entire.'' — ^^When I passed through 
Flovrace, on my march to Leghorn, I was 
strongly invited to see it ; but I was so busy, 
** so overburtheoed with affairs, that I could 
** m>t jgo. The day of my departure, I went in 
*^ the evems^ to San Miniato, where I had an 
^' old rdalioii, a canon, and the last shoot of the 
^ Tuscan bfandi of Bonapartes, and whom I 
''therefore wished to.visit We were welcomed, 
and a most delicious repast was set before us. 
Having satisfied our appetite, we b^an to 
chatter ; we were all young, cheerfiil, noisy, 
and as republican as Brutus; and some ex- 
pressions escaped us now and then, which 
were not very sanctified. But the good old 
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*^ jQan was not at all disconcerted ; he Ustened^ 
" replied, and threw put from time to time some 
'' reflections, which struck us bj their justoess. 
'VMy staff were delighted to see a priest without 
'' bigotry, and the bottle circulated freely : me 
drank his health, and he drank to the success 
of our arms. The conversation was enlivened 
'^ by jest and pleasantry, and we had an Ofqwr- 
tunity of observing the excellent judgraeot 
and the amenity of this worthy Canon. My 
*' officers were quite reconciled to his gown, 
'^ and he did not take offence at our mititfoy 
'^ irreverence. He tried to detain us the fol- 
lowing day ; but the troops were on the march, 
and we told him that we were obliged to go, 
*' but ^ould see him again on our way bock. 
We were fearful that the good old man had 
not beds enough for so numerous a retinue, 
^^ and requested him not to be concerned about 
our sleeping; that we were accustomed to 
lead a soldier's life, and should be satisfied 
'' with a bundle of straw to stretch ourselves 
'* upon. ' No,' replied he ; ' my house is plain, 
'* but large enough to lodge you all ;' and he 
'* accompanied every one of us, in turn, to the 
"' room he had prepai-ed for us, and wished us a 
'' good night. I went to bed; but had not yet 
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'* put out Uie light, when I heard a knock at my 
** door : I thought it was Berthier, but it was 
'* the worthy prdate himsdf, who came to ask 
'' me to grant him a few minutes' conversation. 
^* He had begun at taMe to speak about ^nea- 
'* l^Sy 9 ^^ ^ discossion of that nature could 
oirily be attended with unpleasant consequences 
in the situation in which I then was, and I 
tiierefine made a sign to him to desist^ which 
he did. I now dreaded that he Was going to 
'* begin again the subject which I had thus 
^ aVMded ; but I did not, however, let him per- 
** ceive my fears, and requested him to sit down, 
assuring him that I should hear with great 
{Measure what he had to say. He began by 
'^ speaking about the protection which Heaven 
^* had extended towards me, promising a con- 
** tinuance of the same protection, if I would 
** undertake a pious act, which would not cost 
me much. I had listened patiently to the 
fecital of the history of all the Bonapartes, 
and 4xf the actions of one of them ; and was 
'^ at a loss to guess what he was driving at, 
^* when he suddenly told me, in. a kind of ec- 
stasy, that he was about to show me a docu- 
ment of infinite value. I certainly thought 
he was going to p)*oduce the pedigree of the 
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« jbnuly^^fild.t^e lear I l^d, to toftod th^dd 
^ g^ij^Qi^B^ was 9carodj iuffih»^ to suppress 
^ A lyura^; of layig^ter, wbich was risiiig in ^ite 
of myself; but» to mj great Wfprise, instead 
of a pfutjiin€|q1« or ^grotesque diploma^ Bome^ 
thing still BiQm^0(BiQBl made its appearance — 
beii^ no less tban a soenHlir: in favour of a 
^ Fatb^ Boa;iaveiitiu*ei whose beatificatian bad 
bf^n long sinoe adoioiwJedged, but whose name 
had not yet been inscribed in tiie Calendar, 
on accqunt of the es^cessive expense required 
for the oeremany of canonization. / Ask the 
Pope to prpdaim him^' said the worthy canon ; 
'he will grant your request; aad» perhaps^ it 
** will cost nothings or at. least very Utile : . out 
'^ of consideration for you, his Holiness will not 
^'.r^^use to {dace aqother saint in Heaven. Ah ! 
deaf kiusm^Ds you. do. not know what it is to 
have a saint in oiie's fomily ! It is to him — 
to ^aint Bonaveutvre — ^that you owe the suc- 
cess of yQur.aim^.; it wa3 he that conducted 
<< you and directed you in the midst of your 
** battles : and be assui^ed also, that the visit you 
are now paying is not the effect of chance ; 
no« d^ar kinsman ! it was again St. Bonaven- 
** ture who inspired you, in order that you 
'* might have an opportunity of knowing his 
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^ merits and of returmng good for good, service 
^ for Bopvioe. - Do, tlierefore, fer him with the 
<^ Pope, what he haa done fw ydu with God/ I 
^^felt strongly luchned to hiugfa at the pious 
^ doquence and the earnestness of the old man; 
^ bat he was so sincere in his belief, that it 
^ would have gqne against my conscience to 
^ wound his feelii^. I therefore answered 
^ Inm with fidr words, all^tig the spirit of <3ie 
age and the cauces of tiie war, and promised 
him to take up the affair of St. Bonaventnre 
as soon as the state of irreverence of the pub- 
'' )ie mind should be less strong^j pronounced. 
'^ ' Dear kinsman,^ said h^ ' jou satisfy my 
most ardent wishes; aBow me to embrace 
you: you take the interests of Heaven to 
heart, and I predict that success will crown 
your wterprises. I am old, and shall per- 
** haps not see the effect of your promises ; 
** but I rely upon them, and shall die happy/ 
'' He then gave me his benediction ; I wished 
Mm a good night, and he retired. I endea- 
voured to sleep, but couM not, the adventure 
was so singular ; and I thought the &ncy so 
" odd a one for the times in which we were 
living, that I had scarcely closed my eyes 
when Berthier came into my apartment. 



« 






it 

it 






140 LAST MOMENTS 

'* The other Generals soon came in also ; and 
'^ my staff being assembled, I related the 
^* conversation I had had with the Canon. 
** The solicitations of the good old man, his 
'* ambition, his way of accounting for our vic- 
" tories, excited the mirth of every one. We 
laughed, we joked, we expatiated on the wor- 
thy Canon, and on the Saint who was fighting 
** for us viith all his might. If the Canon had 
" heard us ! — if he had known how devout I 
" was ! 

" We were going to set off, and I was desi- 
** rous of leaving the Canon a token of remem- 
^^ brance and of satisfaction for the reception we 
^^ had met with. But what could I offer him 
" except the l^end ? I thought in vain, when 
** suddenly I recollected that I could dispose of 
'* a cross of St. Stephen. I dictated a few 
" words to Berthier, a courier was dispatched, 
'* and we took our leave of the old man, who 
" embraced us, and gave us his benediction. In 
" a few days after, the cross was sent to him. 

" We proceeded to L^hom, where a scene 
" of another description took place. The town 
" was governed by a man whose character I 
*' have had an opportunity of appreciating since 
" my downfal. I had but Kttlc to fear from 
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'' Mm then ; but he had not been favourably 
'' spoken of to me ; my troops were extenuated; 
'^ iand time was precious. Unwilling to be 
^* exposed to useless cl^canery, I sent for him ; 
*^ I loaded him with reproaches, and got rid of 
'' him. However, I went too &r ; I exceeded 
'* all bounds : I had only intended to remove 
** him— liut I ill-treated him. I was wrong : 
'f and I have been enabled to convince myself 
** since that Spanochi was foil of loyalty and 
'^ noble sentiments ; I had proofs of it at Elba. 
' '^ The adventure of San Miniato was soon 
** fingotten in the multiplicity of affairs which 
^ assailed me, and which left me no time to 
** amuse myself about those of the l^;end. The 
Pbpe, however, had abundance of leisure; 
and havmg crowned the grand-nepbew, he 
would have had no objection to canonize 
'^ the grand-unde. He spoke to me about it, 
and repeated the homily of the Canon. But 
the ranks of Heaven occupied me less than 
^* those of ibis world ; I therefore turned a deaf 
^Vear to his Holiness, and left to the Consistory 
** the care of its own promotions." 

13th. — Same state of the Emperor's health. 
Bath and exercise as usual. 

£Kr Hudson could no longer dose his eyes : 
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whenevar his soldiers ioet our priests, ihejr ran 
aod lanekdowii before them; thejr were sedooed 
or S0U9 and Engjandwes lost ! It was in vain 
that he used increased vigilance, repfimands, or 
punishment : pety preniled over fiaar, faolf * 
water over flogging ; and i no sooner did fais 
Lririunen perceive &e cassock than iiiey pro* 
strated themselves, kissed llie hands and foet of 
the missionaries, and o^ved didt faen^dEidtiati. 
The Gkyvernor, (Overcome by die obstinai^nCihe 
troops, Uiid the Uamfe upon the missionkoifiB, 
aoad ^»used them to be dasdy watdied. . Tlie 
Slmperor could not pottdUy see what.i mporiau ce 
could be attadied tatfaatiBterdhange-ofia^pnacs' 
and genuflexions, and Mtliurt at the manner 
in wluoh the missionaries #eve treated. ^ I 
*' shall not aUow that heretk to hnmUe the 
tiara of St. Peter," said he to me laug^nng ; 
the Pope and Consistory would never forgive 
me, were I to put up with these insults : call 
the priests." Buonavita came, and received ^ 
orders never to go beyond the limitsL ^Let 
people say, after that, that I do not take care 
to cause the Church to be respected." 
14th.^^The Emperor had been tolerably well 
all day yesterday, and part of the ni^t This 
morning he was rather dejected; and after 
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hanng Uktat a few tvrns he^came into the 
home agakiy famk^Kted^ and went lata Mb 
apBttmexA. '' I fiad Qnoomfortable/' said he; 
^ I dMNdd with to aleeivte nad^todo^^I dM% 
*^ know what Ring fin! Marthand ; let him 
^ hiring me aone books^ aad dote the whidowsr; 
^ I thiAgo tobe^and tee ina tttde wUle w4ieu 
'* ther I am better. But here' is Racine, Dii&£ 
^ tor« Now, you are on tlie stage, and I am 
""lisfeemng. Andxomadie ! — ah ! that is the 
«' play ism un&irtmiate fatheft/'^-i-^ Sire, if it 
were Mefcattatio r-^''<39i, you ave afraid of 
*^ ycm accent? The metre of the poetry witf 
«^ conceal your Iti£an infleodoos-^Bcgini'' I 
hesitated, and he toiA: die book, read a few 
lines, and let the volume escape from his hands. 
He had fiOlen upon this celebrated palt^e"^ : 
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Je paasais joBqu'aux lieux oii Ton garde moa fils. 

Puiaqu'ime fois le jour vous soufirez que je Toie 
'' Le seul bien qui me reste et d'Hector et de Troie. 
'< J'ttlkoB) Aeigneiir^ pletiitf im moikieiit arec luL 
'' Je ne I'd poiat eaoQCe embnnt^ d'aajooiMiul.'* 

He was greatly aflfected, and hid his f^ce^ 
Doctor," said he, "" I am too agitated ; leave 

• Act I. Scene IV. 
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" me alone/' I withdrew. He became more 
cafan» slept a few minutes, and sent for me a^n. 
Sleep had dispelled his indisposition, and he was 
less gloomy and agitated. He was going to 
shave ; and as I had heard that this ceremony 
was singular, I remained to witness it. He 
was in his shirt, his head uncoTered, and two 
servants by the side of him ; one held the loc^- 
io^-^Uiss and towel, the other the remainder of 
the apparatus. The Emperor soaped half his 
£ace, gave back the farudi, wiped his hands and 
his moiith, took a razor which had been dipped 
in warm water and shaved the right side of his 
&ce with an uncommon degree of dextenty. 
— "Is it ready, Noveraz?"— "Yes, Sire/'— 
''Well! now face about— there, halt r The light 
fell upon the left side of his face, which he shaved^ 
with the same ceremonies and the same prompt 
titude. The expression of his countenance was 
full of kindness. He passed his hand over his 
chin. — '' Hold the glass up ; am I well shaved ? 
Yes, that is right. Not a hair has escaped, 
what say you?" — ^"'No, Sire,*' said the ser- 
vant. — "No? I think I see some. Hold the 
" glass up higher — ^place it in a better light. 
" How is this, rogue — you flattery you deceive 
" me, here at St.Helena ! on this rock ! and you ! 
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** you are an accompBce ;** and at the same 
time he gave little blows to both, gently boxed 
thdr ears, laughed^ made them laugh, and pur- 
sued than in the most comical manner. After 
this he took a tooth-pick, then brushed his teeth, 
and washed his mouth with a mixture of brandy 
4Uid. cold water, part of which he swallowed. 
I adced him why he did not reject the whole. 
-''. Because," said he, '* what does good to the 
** gums, cannot do any harm to the stomach. 
^ Is it not odd that I have never been able to 
** use any thing but cold water to wash my 
<« mouth? Tepid water occasions a convulsive 
'**' cough, hot water produces vomiting ; and I 
^ never could gargle without running the risk of 
'^ didkHig, or swallowing the gargle, even if it 
^ w«re poisonous/' And I observed; indeed, that 
part of the liquid being raised by the epiglottis, 
fell through the aperture of the glottis into the 
larynx, and produced the cough, the efforts and 
the vomiting. 

Whilst I was speaking with the Emperor, 
Marchand had prepared in the next room his 
sponge, his wash-hand stand and his clothes. 
He passed into it; and washed his face and 
head» throwing the flannel far from him after 
he had done. ** You see. Doctor," said he, " fine 
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arms, broast plump. and, rQiin4ed» skip white. 
And my han^, Uqw ,XQm7 wnoi^t the^ffiir 
** ^ex would be jealous of itf The ^rv^it 
w^ wasl^qg his sk;iii, and Napolecp was paasr 
iQg in refview ,tbe .chann3 and %h^ .defc^cte tof 
^me Enropefui ,la4ie^> int^rupting :fa]^ derarip- 
tiop to sftimula^.h^ servant, takiiig jit jip agwif 

and agfun disconjl^u^ :-:?74*' Jif adaogie 1 — 

^* was lively, animat^, . . . hi^rder, you rasQftl, . . . 

'* and was tvery mudou^ to li^^ .ft child ^^he 

** race qf heroes . . ..h^deg*, J i^elj ypu, )|^ jtf you 

were scni^bbing an ass • • • ^he came one di^. . • 

but th^t fellow does not /bijush me. . . . 'Qqc- 

*' tor, I will relate that to yqu afk(^^r tii|^ ., • . 

^t out of the ^ay, iet ^e^pumsh thU ^- 

bw's ^houldeirs. for l^ayjiqg ^)wed muie as 

j|;ie Im3 done;"" and in i^yiqg .tins he jge«tly 

pu^ed the servant's ^^is, a^d ^gavie hw some 

slight blows. *'tfow let ,iis ^ee what lihe 

correction has produced — give ^e the £au de 

Cologne." — Having caused some p9 he poujed 

on his hands and washed piurt of hi$ body with 

it, he put on a flaimel waistcoat, silk stockingB, 

breeches of white kerseymere, shoe^ with 

gold buckles, a black stock, a white waistcoat, 

the riband of the grand cross of tibe hog^n id 

Honour, which he constantly wore wbm he wm 
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ntit In an ^ilndre^Sy ^a green coat, andHihecof^ed 
hftt ; itnd hi^ dress was complete, ** Now, Doctdr,** 
said he, ** the remainder of the day is ours ; *no 
" mcfte Working, no more reading ! As soon as 
** I am en costume, I either 'receive visits dr walk 
•*^iftK)iit ; 1 think no more about any 'thing." 

a&fh, —The temperdr had slept but little. 
The pain in the livdr bad become more acute. — 
Bath as ustial. 

I had seen 'Madame Bertrand the day befdre, 

Imd fotmd her suffering mdre than usual. Na- 

^leon Was ntieasy about heir, and appr^Tien- 

f^e ihat her complaint might ttlke a ^eri6us 

torta. — ^ Is your patient better ? does the pain 

« svdteiafe ft Ktflc?"— *• No, Sire, her strength is 

^kfelimng, ftnd she is a prey to ail the malig- 

lAttit Influ^ce of the latitude in tdiich we are 

^vfiig.** — ^** Do you, theli, entertain any apprehfen- 

" stefas for her life?" — " No, Sire, I do not mean 

that exactly ; but the oi^ns are weafitig, and 

tlie tt^on of this fatal climate upon them is 

toteeasing." — ** Undoubtedly the situation fs 

*• horrible : we men are accustomed to pain and 

•* privations, and can bear them ; but a woman, 

** #eptived all at once of every thing that tencfe 

* »6 MUdet life cheerful and agreeabfe,' trans- 

" ported to a frightful rock, — ^how much more 
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'^ she is to be pitied, and how much 
'^ tion she requires! Madame Bertrand. rises 
^ late, her iUness obliges her to remain in<faed ; 
she cannot attend at mass, and yet she would 
perhaps be glad to hear it said? I did not 
rdlect that she is an invalid, when I fixed 
the hour of the service ; I only considered the 
great age of the good old Abb6. Tell her 
that I order Vignali to go and officiate at her 
** house, and let her inform Vignali of the: hour 
that suits her; that priest is henceforth at her 
disposal. He may do as we do, cons^ct a 
moveable altar, or use ours, and place it in an 
apartment of the Grand Marshal's house. Any 
*■ person may go to that mass whom the Coun- 
tess thinks proper to admit ; but for my part 
I persist that nobody shall attend at mine, ex- 
cept those persons whom I shall have invit^. 
By the by, the Abbes instruct the children, 
do they not? Does little Arthur lead? — 
does he begin to spell at least T' — ** I suppose 
so, Sire ; the priests seem to take a great deal of 
pains with them." 

16th. — ^The Emperor a little better. The 
pain in the liver had become bearable.-^Bath. 
Th^Emperor was at his desk. Around him 
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Were rulers and compasses, and he twisted in 
his fingers a pencil, the instrument he habitually 
wrote with, very seldom using pen and ink for 
that purpose. I perceived plans, sketches, and 
algebraic formula ; but Napoleon whistled, and 
that announced a storm. I said nothing; we 
always guessed the sensations which agitated 
him, by his manner of applying to work. If his 
application was serious, we could judge that he 
was suffering, and the subject before him diffi- 
cult. If, on the contrary, his application was 
slight and cheerful ; if we heard him hum a few 
lines of some lively Italian air, we knew that his 
sufferings and recollections were suspended, and 
that he was restored to his usual amenity of 
disposition. But if the air resounded through 
his lips, he was crossed, displeased, out of tern* 
per, and only waited an opportunity or a word 
to break out. Woe to whoever was then in the 
way ! — ^he had to weather a squall ! I was not 
anxious to find myself exposed to one, but tihtat 
was, however, going to happen. Napoleon was 
shaking an oblong-shaped snuff-box to and fro : 
I seized the opportunity, and ventured to say a 
word respecting the inconvenience of snuff. — 
** Poh ! sheer medical hnportance ! As if I took 
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'* any snuff ! I [ wear, this box^ Mr. Doctor, qp 
'* account, of, t)ie medallions thfit are mouD!te4( 
** iy)on it» [th^y rppreseoi^ Al^ander, Caesar,. 
'^f Mithridatesy &p. :] b^i^tastosnuff, I^amweeksi 
"• together, w^hput , taking ajciy, — I raerelyv 
•*smdl,it;^ 

He. threjviTi himself . upon his sofa* opened .ajfc> 
ra^om the second volume of his unpfa^lished: 
cpi^spgndenoe, nieditat^^ and then, as.if tstruck^, 
with.scospiething^ his countenance aiul:manner$^ 
assumed a milder aspect, and. he began. to read, 
alpi^i : — 

'' ' ISth VendimiBiie, VUtk Y^ar^ 
ofthe.R^pnldie. 

'* * TO GENERAL KLEBER. 

^* ^ I am afraid that a certain degree of cpld^ 
" ness subsists between us; you would be un- 
*^ just to doubt how grieved I should be to find , 
** that such is the case. 

** * In the climate of Egypt, clouds, when tfa^^ 
'^ are any, disi^pear in six: hours ; if there were 
** any on my side, they would pass away • in 
** three. The sentiments of esteem which I , 
** entertain for you, are at least equal to those 
'* which you have sometimes manifested for 
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'<WtiM(s«y'ytou^ Doctor? ought not Kleber 
'^ ttfiteff that to httre discarded all recottecdon of 
<^ sixnM* discvttKibns- we had had on the subject' 
'' ot the adkitistratiM of Alexandria?"—'' I 
fiktfM think so, &te.''-^*' He was as enduring 
''a^^af'DoMxnr Whose jn^escriptions are ques- 
'^'tidnedi You' shadl see how be had r^ed to 
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**'* Y((m fiwgdtr Citizen-General, when you 
*^ wrdlJ^y that yell Wer^ funiishing materials for 
''biMOrjri afid that you were writing, to Kkber.* 
'' I ^ do not, however, sufppose that any unex- 
''"{Mi^fted' thou^t or mea»iitig inrks beneath 
'' y^dttr* Word^ : yXM Would not be believed/ 

" * Yott Wt)iddf notbe believed! ' Do you ob- 
'* serV& theiioM^ coitidence, the pride of a brave 
''^manl- No,'cettldnly I slio«dd not have been 
** 1>dieved, anA I shdutd falive been exttemely 
'* gtkiVttd if I hieid been « I complained 'of > wtmt 

of economy, but did not impute malveita-^ 

^tfeto^ But' such > Wad Kteber-^atdent, ittpe- 
** tuous, aAd-eabSy a^i/td upon; and intrigiK 
""Idok'advantkgtg^ of ihi^ dSbpOsiHion;' 

17th.-r8ame state of Napoleon's health. — 
Bath. 
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The Bmpercnr spoke again cf hb abdication, 
and expatiated on the intrigues aoad iUuflioBff 
which existed at that epoch. I expressed my 
suriHise that men of experioEice and business — 
that Sehftstiani, that La&yette, should have 
been doped by Fouch6 ; that thej should have 
QQinfounded epodis so &r as to imagine that 
the Allied Powers would grant after a defea.ty 
what five years of victories could scarcely 
oblaiii from them. ^True,"* said Napoleon; 
** Ike dqivtiiliaii was an lAsurd on^ and thdr 
** aMpJirily nneqpalled. But, as the inhabitants 
** of Vienna said cm the occasion of the prisoners 
** of CMmutz, Lafisjrette leaves behind him 
** two daughtars who will protect his memory : 
** * the declaration of rights/ and ' the institu- 
** tion of the national guard/ " 
■ 18th.^ — The Emperor complained of having 
experienced violent pain in the liver during 
the night. His palate and gums were in a 
state of irritation arising from catarrh. I pre- 
scribed proper remedies, and he took his usual 
bath. 

1 $Hh.— The Empa*or better. After his bath 
he spent the day in sleeping or reading. 

20th.— Napoleon in the same state. He was 
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in a very gloomy mood, and having taken a 
bath, remained the whole day in dose appli- 
cation. 

21st. — The Emperor better. He took a walk 
after the bath, and exercise restored his strength 
and enlivened his sprits. I was standing near 
lum, he came up to me and pushed me against 
the wall, lifting up his hand — '' Great rogue of a 
** DottoracdOf you physic me ! What do you 
say about my chest ? What do you think of my 
lungs? You, who know the human frame, say, 
shidl I die of a pulmonary compliunt ? What 
** is the decision of Galen P*" — ^ That with a voice 
fike yours, there is no fear of consumption." — 
^' But this liver of mine ?" — His attitude, the 
sound of his voice, were quite changed; and 
he held his hand on the right hypochondriac 
r^ion. ^ There is the seat of the disorder — 
'' that is the assailable part of the armour ; the 
'' dimate has laid hold of it. . . . Wdl, kt us 
^ think no more about it. En^and will soon 
** reap the reward of her ignominy." 

22d. — ^Napoleon complained of an acute 
pain in the liver ; which also extended over the 
whole of the right side, up to the shoulder. — 
Bath. 
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Afttr a 9horC time he fdt a- little better^ 
amL took iq> his oorrespoadenoe again ^ — 

" ' Akxaadm, 17. Bnimaii«, Vllth Year 

of the Republic. 

** * MY DEAR GENERAL. . . / 

'"Who is this ?"— He looked for; the signaM 
tum.-^-^* Marmont ! — ah { yes ! 

'' ' It is more than probaUe that the Bug^fa 
'' haTe colkcted the sUps that lare before Alex* 
aodfil^r> have obliged thera to come-'here^ and' 
hare oompletdjr deceived i them with a false 
*^ dedaration of war* HaasamBeyi appears to 
** be. s» completelj the dupe of the English, 
<< that 'it t would be impossible to persuade Inm 
** that weare oh good terms with the Porte. . . •' 
^' See ! how iaaredufeual-'— ^ IlitttcitiaEeQ ^Bruce- 
** vich has read verj akteQtivel7 the manifesto 
"of the Porte. It is^wefl diwm up, m the 
'< usual form, and'ia a styl^ ttufy Oriental; 
" but none but a Turk could be* deceived by 
** such a snare.' — What- sagadtjr ! — * Ibhiham 
Aga has spoken 'to Hassan Bey^ and thiidis 
he is duped by the Bngiish; yet he: seemB 
** to entertainn some apprehensions respecting 
" the dispositions of the Porte towards us.— 
" I know not how that may be ; but every 
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** Uifaig that occQTB here h^m* the Gharactan ofi 
'* fabdiood and importore/ — What- coalA ba^he 
** object of' this?' — Manscaurt was nmovad 1 

^ * It apfieaxa to me thatt the Bng^iahliaye»' bjn 
^'foroe, aed with the help ofi fiJse^ refnesenta- 

tions^ oaiued the Turkisht sloop- o£ war to* 

approach the port, and-toifba upon iisy. in 
^* order torisdace us to i*etum the fire;; audi 
*^ proive thtteby to. these Turksf. that.we are 
^<<tfaeir enemies.. If that he the oase^ it isione: 
^^ of: Maclnavelisni, quite conaiiic&t: witbi die* 

Bagliak) charart^ ^' 
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'* And^verf much liid& the maclanflkiaiii- of 
^^ BiieBiie. — Marmont wiahadi very mMchiftr' 
the governorship of AleKandriai; and Mans^ 
ofiurti was*, consequently mJBrepoesentedj. ca- 
liminiated, and . saperseded.' I had noadea 
that! I was. deoeiyed; and. that. itt waa aat 
^^affajr concerted with Menoa. — ^Wereyouiat 
'* Florence when that Osmanlis was sent there 
" aB.goirem0ri?-^Did you know, him ?" — ^*' Yes, 
^bre."-'*'' What 1 was the opinion, t entertained * 
** respecting him?" — *^ The opinion tkbt can be- 
formed fromita life of hixury asd scandal ?''^ 
« What! kind of iife, then, did itfaati old original' 
" lead ?•* — ** He. was ev«r surrounded bf vcour- 
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tejEOds ; one of whoip he kept in the palace, 
where she presided over ihefites and parties of 
the Governor, who took her every where with 
him : it was one continlied scene of debauchery/' 
— *' I recognize in that description the faithfiil 
'' Abdalla !— But after he had been recalled?"— 
<< Every impropriety ceased, the courtezans dis- 
appeared, Princess Eliza renewed the furniture 
which they had polluted, and Menou was no 
longer thought of but by his creditors !*"— *^ Of 
** whom no doubt he had a host P*" — ** A great 
many. Sire." — ** Quite like * him ; voluptuous 
** and prodigal, and lavish in expressions of 
^ sentimients of morality : he always spent 
*^ double the amount of his income. — How 
** often have I paid his debts ! Did the Flo- 
^ rentines know that he had turned Mussul- 
** man ?" — " It was said of him,— of you, Sfare, 
and of all the army.*" — *' Oh, that might be 
^* for M enou ; but for me and my staff, we 
** had no time to lose in ablutions. 

*^ When I entered Cairo, the Turks^ who had 
<< measured my stiature by the fame of my vic- 
tories, thought I was at least six feet high ! 
When they saw me, I was much lowered in 
''their estimation. I was neither so tall nor 
^ so stout as one of their Mamelukes : I could 
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^ net possibty command an army ! The Imans 
*' excited the people to revoh ; it became ne- 
^ cessary to oppose artifice to artifice, and I 
*f pretended to be inspired." 

He b^an to turn the leaves rapidly over ; 
and having met the place he was looking for» 
he read ; — 

** * Cherifs, Ulemas, Orators of the Mosques ! 
Impress on the minds of the pe<^le, that 
those who shall wilfully declare against me, 
** will have no repose either in this winrld, or 
** the world to come ! Is there a, man blind 
enough not to see that fate itsdf directs my 
operations? Is there a man. inoredidems 
enough to doubt that every thing in this vast 
universe is subject to the influence of &te ? 
* Let the people know that it is written 
** ever , since the creation of the world, that 
^^ afler having destroyed all the enemies of 
'< Isiamism, and cast down the cro^, I dbould 
** come firom the West to fulfil the task which 
has been assigned to me ! Show tiiem 
that in more than twenty passages . of that 
holy book, the Koran, what happens now is 
foreseen ; and what will happen hereafter, 
explained .... 
'* * I might ask every one of you to render an 
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^^accooHt of 'the m6st secret sentiments 6f bis 
'^ihesrt; for I know every thing, even *<hat 
•* which you -have not said to any body ! But 
" the day will come, when it will bfe evident to 
**iatt thckt I am led on by a superior "pcfwer ; 
^ and Hhst all hrnnsm «ffbi%s are miaviailing 
against me !' 
The artillery rf the Mokatan, the noise of 
•* lihuiider which broke out very opportunely, 
** 'the cKflononds df Malta which I distributed 
^amongst the men possessing the greatest 
** iiiflueBce, my confidence, the language t 
*^ held, iaft concurred, and dispelled the in- 
** swreotibn ! I was henceforth a Mend of the 
** ^repbet : inspired, and sent by God. AU %he 
" Cheicks were devoted to me. They, however, 
^ ^inbarrassed me, by proposing to me to pro- 
** dtaim idkamism, and to take the turban.* — 
•* * We will see,' said I. — ^ You wotdd have one 
** himdi^d thousand men !'— *^ I ^ril think about 
** it.' — ^ The wlxrfe •of Arabia Would rahge it- 
^ 9df under your banners V — * But ab^i- 
*• nence ? — We are firom the West, and 
shoiuld perurti if we did not drink wine.' — 
* %e use i9f wine may be tderated.* — * And 
" circumcision ?' — * Is not indispensable.' I 
** was thus forced ftom every entrenchment ; I 
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QjO iloog^r iknew what to say, or whc&t ob- 
sti^e to invent; and was obliged to have 
recourse to a subterfuge: *if such be the 
case,' said I, ' we aie all Mussulmen ! But 
^* the oeremoay of our conversion must be 
*^:great and imposing, and mafked by acts of 
^^piety. I^ Aall lorder a mosque to be built, 
** finer rthan St. Sophia ; and it shall be conse- 
** craAed ifor that loccasion/ The Imans were 
^' satisfied ; and consented to what they had, 
^Still then, obstinately refused. They offered 
*^ fjnp prayers for me to the Prophet : the peojile 
*^ respected me and iobejied me ; and I did 'every 
^^ thing I wished. I tiius profited by 1^ 4tu- 
^* pdity of the Mussnlmen, and amused myself 
** at their expense ; but I made no profession, 
^' and never appeased in the mosque to pray. 

** But ifor tte cijtniiBstaDces that imperiously 
^ commanded my retam to France, the affairs 
^' of Egypt wondd luvire taken a very difierent 
'' turn ; and they never woidd have fiad iSie 
" deplorable issue ti^y had, if Kleber had not 
^ jaHen imder the dagger of an assassin. It 
jreqiiired but very limited takiits to tSurow the 
£nglish at Aboukir into the sea; beat iSie 
** Turks, if ihey came out of the Desert ; and 
** 99 and compound with the Sepoys, who came 
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" down frem Upper Egypt : but the incapacity 
<< of Menou was beyond all calculation, and he 
" ruined every thing.** 
23d. The Emperor better.— Bath. 
Napoleon had sent for the children of the 
Grand-MarshaL — He |dayed and frolicked with 
them ; and excited them himself to be noisy. 
Little Arthur got out of temper, and b^an to 
grumble. ^* What is the matter with you, lit- 
** tie urchin ? —What do you say ?" said the 
Emperor to huh, making him jump and laugh 
at the dame time in spite of himself. — '' This 
*'^little fellow," said Napoleon to me, ^^ is as 
** independent as I was at his isige ; but the 
** fits of passion to which I often gave way, 
proceeded from more excusable motives : I 
leave you to judge. — I had been placed in 
a school of young ladies, the mistress of 
** which was known to our family ; and being 
** a pretty boy, and the only one there, I was 
'^ caressed by every one of my fair schoolfellows, 
^* I might generally be seen with my stockings 
*^ down, and covering half my shoes ; and in our 
walks I constantly held the hand of a charm- 
ing little girl, who was the cause of many 
broils and quarrels. My malicious comrades, 
** jealous of my Giacominetta, combined these 
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** two circumstances together in a song which 
lihey made, and whenever I appeared in the 
street they followed me, singing, ** Napoleone 
" * di mezza calzetta, fa famore a Giacomi-^ 
netta /' I could not hear to be laughed at ; 
and seizing sticks or stones, or any thing that 
** came in my way, I rushed into the midst 
** of the crowd : fortunately it always happen-- 
*^ ed that somebody interfered, and got me out 
** of the scrape ; but the number opposed to 
" me never stopped me — I never reckoned how 
•• many they were.'* 

The children withdrew, and the conversa- 
tion then became serious, and turned by degrees 
upon the events which followed the return from 
Egypt. The Emperor entered into numerous 
details relative to the battle of Marengo, and 
gave an account of that day very similar to 
what I had already heard. 

** The army of reserve assembled at Dijon 
** enabled me to pass rapidly into Germany or 
•* Italy, as circumstances might reqtiire. The 
** season favoured me a little, for the monks of 
" St. Bernard assured me that the snow dis- 
** appeared that year twenty days sooner than 
** usual. Our army, harassed by the passage' 
** of the Alps, was very well received by these 
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*' monks. I had informed them of our ap- 
** proach» and sent th^n money, and they sup- 
^* {^ed us with provigicms and excellent wine. 
^' The monks of St Bernard form an order of 
the highest respectability ; and their establish- 
ment is one of those institutions which go^ 
^emments should never destroy, but on the 
contrary protect and encourage by every 
means in their power. 

'^ On entering Italy I found myself imm&* 
diatdy on the rear of the enemy, and master 
of his magazines and eqnipage. I had oI>* 
tained great advantages ; and once, at Stra- 
della, the campaign might be considered a& 
*^ dosed. Had Genoa held out, I should have 
** remained firm in my entrenched camp of 
'^ Stradella, one of the strongest positions of 
** Italy. I had on the Po five bri4ges, which 
fisicilitated my communication with the divi- 
sions of Chabrun, Lapoype, Turreau, and 
Moncey, which I might call to my assist* 
" ance if attacked ; or assist, if the enemy an- 
^ noyed them. To re-establish his communi- 
^* cations, M. de Melas would have been obliged 
** to offer me battle on ground chosen by my- 
'^ self, being a plain intersected with wood^ 
^ very fiivouraUe to my infantry, but in which 
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^ )us cavalrj couM do nodiing, whitet I htd 
** til my troops at my disposal 

^* The capture of Genoa entirely changed the 
^ ftce of affairs* From that moment the ene* 
^ my had a secure retreat and rery advantageous 
^ positions : he conld retire to Genoa and de* 
^ fend himself there, by receiving provisions 
^ by sea ; or place batteries on the heights of 
*^ BabbiO) and in spite of all my efforts enter 
^ Placentia, — retake Mantua and Peschiera, — 
^ place himself in communication with Austria, 
^ and oblige me to carry on a defensive war : 
** *^4ny plan of campa^ was frustrated. An 
^' expedient offered itself to my mind, and I 
^ resolved to risk the attempt. I left Milan, 
** made 32 lei^es in seven hours^ and fought 
^ tiie battle of Montebello. — We won it ; and 
** that victory obliged the enemy to evacuate 
^ Genoa ; but it also weakened my army, 
*^ and I was reduced to draw reinforcements 
^from the divisions stationed on the other 
'' side of the Po, to defend the entrance into 
" the Milanese States. It is true that these 
*^ divisions were not more than three leagues 
** from me ; but they oouU not join me under 
'^ three days* march, being oUiged to pass 
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through Placentia or Stradella. Another 
circumstance also operated against me. The 
*^ country between Montebello and Alessandria 
** is an extensive plain, very favourable to the 
** German cavalry. I nevertheless made up 
^* my mind to make a partial attack, for I was 
^* placed in an extraordinary situation, and risk- 
'^ ed little to gain a great deal.- — If I should be 
** beaten, I retired to my entrenched camp 
at StradeUa, crossed the Po over my five 
bridges, protected by my batteries, without 
** the possibility of opposition on the part of 
*^ the enemy ; joined my first division with the 
** corps of Moncey, Lecchy, and Turreau ; al- 
*^ lowed one of the corps of Melas to pass the 
** Po (which was all he wished for), and then 
^* superior in number, I could attack him with 
" all my forces. — If I should be victorious 
*^ I obtained the same results. The army of 
** Melas, blocked up between us and the river, 
** would have been obliged to lay down its arms, 
^* and to surrender all its forts. — Had I been 
" beaten, which I think was impossible, I should 
** have engaged a regular war, and called in 
** the aid of Switzerland. 

*' Determined to give battle, I ordered an 
** aceount to be presented to me of the effective 
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State of my army. I had altogether twenty- 
six thousand men, and Melas had forty thou- 
sand ; of whom eighteen thousand were ca- 
valry. — ^At two o'clock in the morning a 
report was brought to me that the enemy had 
** attacked our vanguard, and that our troops 
" were giving way. The French soldier does 
** not like to be attacked ; our troops were fiiU- 
ing back rather in disorder, the enemy had 
already taken some prisoners, and we had lost 
a league and a half of ground in our retreat. 
The generals commanding the vanguard, 
^ Lannes, Murat, and Berthier, sent me mes- 
*^ sage after message, informing me that their 
^^ troops were flying, and that they could not 
** stop them. — They asked me to send them 
** reinforcements, and entreated me to march 
" with my reserve. I answered to all, * Hold 
** out as long as you can ; and when you can 
" no longer maintain your ground, retire.' I 
** perceived that the Austrians had not engaged 
** their reserve ; and in such cases the great 
" point is to endeavour to oblige the enemy to 
** employ all his forces, whilst we husband our 
** own, and to induce him to attack our 
flanks before he perceives his mistake; for 
the difficulty is to force him to bring for- 
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** ward his vea&tve. The enemy liad tarty *&iar 
** thousand men against twenty thousand at 
** most, and eren those twenty thousand were 
** in disorder. Melas had, therefbfe, only to 
** feUow up his success.-^! placed myself in 
** front of the first legion, m a rich uniform, and 
^ at the head of a demi-brigade attacked «id 
'* drove back the Austriaas, and broke thimigfa 
** their ranks. Mefae, seeing me at the head 
** of my army, and his own legkN» repalsed^ 
** thought that I had arrived with my reserve 
** to stop the troops that were retreating ; and, 
^* therefore, advanced with the whole of his 
^ own reserve, consisling of six thousand Hun- 
^ garian grenadiers, the flower of his mfiiatry. 
** This corps fitted up the gap I had made, 
** and attacked us in our turn. — ^I then gave 
f^ way, and during a retreat of half a kag^e, 
** exposed to their fire, I rallied the whote 
** army, and re-formed its line of hatde. As 
soon as I had joined my reserve, consisting^ 
of six thousand men and IS pieces of can- 
^ non, under the orders of Dessaix, who was 
^ then my sheet-anchor, by a rapid manceu- 
vre I deployed all my forces, formed witJk 
my army the two wings of the division of 
Dessaix, and opposed to the enemy stsi thou* 



u 






OF KAPCXLBOM. 167 



it 
« 



U 
t€ 



smd men of fresh troops. A powerftd dis- 
choi^ of artillery, and a despeamte charge 
wkh bayoneto, broke through thefar line and 
cut off the two wings. — I thai ordered 
'' Kdkrman to attadc with eight hundred 
horse; he advanced, and with these eig^t 
hundred hcn«e separated the six thousand 
HimgBrian grenaiyers from the remamder 
<jt the armj, before the very eyes of the 
*^ Austrian cavalry. This cavalry, however, 
** was half a league off, and required a qnar- 
*' ter of an hour to arrive on the field of ac- 
** tion ; and / have observed that it is always 
*^ those quarters of an hour that decide the fate of 
** a battle. The troops of Kellennan threw the 
' ** Hungarian grenadiers upon our infimtry, and 
they wesre immediately taken prisoners. The 
Austrian cavaky now arrived; but our iafiGoitry 
was in a Kne with its artillery in front, and a 
drea^Hial dischai^ and a barrier of bayonets 
oidiged this body of cavalry to fisdl back, and 
** it retired raider in iasorder. I then fidowed 
*^ with three raiments that had just joined me— - 
it deployed ; I drove it before me, and a great 
part of it was drowned in attempting to pass 
tfie bridge of the Bormida, which is very nar- 
** row ; what remained was pursued till dark. 
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** I learnt after the battle, from some general 
** officers, that the Austrians, even m the midst 
" of thek first successes, were not without feel- 
ing a d^ree of uneasiness ; they had a secret 
foreboding of their defeat. During the action 
" they questioned our prisoners, and asked 
them, • Where is General Bonaparte ?' — * In 
the rear-^ard.' — And those who had already 
fought against me in Italy, and who knew my 
custom of reserving myseif far the endy &i- 
" claimed, * Our task is fiot yet overT They 
*^ also confessed, that on seeing me in the first 
line they had been completely deceived by 
the stratagem, and had believed that my re- 
serve was engaged. 
** In all battles a moment occurs when 
** the bravest troops, after having made the 
** greatest efforts, feel disposed to fly. That 
'^terror proceeds from a want of confidence .in 
'* their own courage ; and it only requires a 
*^ slight opportunity, a pretence, to restore con- 
'^ fidence to them : the great art is to give rise 
'f to the opportunity, and to invent the pre- 
** tence. 

" At Arcple I won the battle with twenty- 
^* five horsemen \ I seized that moment of lassi- 
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** tude in the two annies ; I perceived that the 
** Austriansy although old soldiers, would not 
have been sorry to be in their camp ; and that 
our Frenchmen, however brave, wished them- 
** selves under their tents. — The whole of my 
*^ forces had been engaged. I had been obliged 
*^ to re-form them in order of battle several 
** times, and had only twenty-five guides left. 
^* These I sent on the flank of the enemy, with 
three trumpets sounding the charge. A general 
cry was h^ard throughout the Austrian ranks 
** of * Here is the French cavalry!' and they 
** fled. It is true that the proper moment 
^* must be seized; one minute sooner or later 
'* that attempt would have proved useless, even 
though I had sent two thousand horse ; for the 
infantry would have made a conversion cover- 
** ed by its artillery, and opened its fire, and 
^* the cavalry would not even have attacked. 

** You thus see that two armies are two 
** bodies which meet and endeavour to fiighten 
each other ; a moment of panic occurs, and 
that moment must be turned to advantage. 
''All that is merely the effect of a mechanical 
** and moral principle ; it only requires habit ; 
** and when a man has been present in many 
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^ acfekyns he (Hstinguishes that moment without 
<« diffieulty ; it is as easjr as the casting up of 
** an addition. 

^ Tlie first time I eatefed Itidj, I found there 

*^n government r^her ^tespotiCy it is true, but 

*< whose administration was mild. But now 

** every thing was altered ; the countoy was agi- 

'^ tated by a most furious re-action» and er^y 

^* individual who had had any thing to do with 

** us, had been thrown into prison and fined. I 

** had appointed men of the Austrian party to 

** vwious situatikms in the Cisdpine RepuMic, 

*^ beeause my system is to neutralize the sen- 

** timents of the great mass of the peoj^e, in 

^ order that the countiy where I make war 

** may not beecmie a dosed arena; well, all 

** tiiese p^^sons so placed by me had been 

** looked upon with an evil eye en account of 

*^ the hatred borne to revolutionists. Add to 

'< this, that the Enj^b, the Russians, and the 

** Turks, by despising the rdlgion of the coon- 

** try in proportion to the scrupulousness with 

** which they observe their own, had quite in- 

** disposed the Italians, who pay much moi« at- 

** tention to the outward forms of religion than 

'* we do in Prance. The Oerman paper-money 

** also was at a discount of sixty per cent., and yet 
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*^ the mhaUUnte wete d>l%ed to rfioeive it as 
^ ooin. This drcaautancc completed the entire 
** estntngenient of the ftfiection of the Italianff 
** from Austria ; and when the fonner aaw that 
^ we paid far everj thing in cash, thtf were de- 
lighted, and exckdmed---' H^e ane the French 
Louis* come back agaio!' {Ecco i Lttigi di 
^ Franda tamati /") 

^ The church of Our Lady of Loretto was 
used as hairacks for a Tuvfciah corps. I had 
not much difficulty in ranging the Italians on 
** my side : I said to them, * The Anstrians call 
*^ themselves the defenders of your religion, and 
^ ^ey brii^ you a regiment of Engiishmen— of 
^ people wlio burn the Pope tcpdarly once a 
'^ year;: l^ions of Russians, who fanro been 
** heretics and schismatics ever since the ISib 
'^century; and, to crown the whole, Tui^ 
^ Mahometans, a race of unbelievers f whflat I 
^ am CadioUc, have fou^t i^peuBat the Turks, 
*^ and am almost a crusader.' 

^ I gave several situations in the Government 
^ of the Osalpine RepnUie to priests* The 
ItaUaa priests are remarkaUe for tcAeranccw 
and do not form a separate and pow^erfiil 
^ corps, as formerly the clergy of Frainoe 4iAp 
^ Accustomed, besides, to sec their country in- 
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" vaded twice every century, they lift up their 
** hands as often as you please, and take any oath 
required of them. In short, I found them just 
what I wanted. In Italy I made use of some 
priests, in Egypt I filled the administration 
*' with them. We could not speak the lan- 
^^ guage of the country, and wanted some in- 
^* termediate agent between us and the people; 
^ and the character of these priests, and their 
** riches, gave them a certain influence. Besides, 
** they are cowards, who do not understand 
*^ the use of arms, nor know how to ride on 
" horseback." 

24th. — Fever and slight head-ach ; the 
Emperor cannot sleep. Continuation of the 
same symptoms. I ordered foot baths and sim- 
ple enemas. 

25th. — The Emperor had passed a more 
favourable night; the fever had yielded to 
abimdant perspiration, and he was altogether 
better. 

He was upon his usual text, and spoke of 
Corsica; of its mountains, and of the haj^y 
moments he had passed there. He afterwards 
mentioned Paoli ; " He was a very great man,** 
said Napoleon ; ** I loved him, and he was very 
** much attached to me and to all my family. 
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" We were at Corte when he adopted the fatal 
resolution of bringing the island of Corsica 
under the dominion of England. At first he 
^ concealed his intention from me, and Gentili 
** was equally silent on the subject ; but some 
** words, that escaped inadvertently, awakened 
** a suspicion in my mind ; I recapitulated all 
** I had seen and heard, and no longer enter- 
** tained any doubts as to their intention. Our 
" ideas and sentiments were widely different on 
this occasion, and I several times indirectly 
gave them to understand that sudh was the 
case. However,, as I commanded a corps of 
national guards, it became necessary to put 
" me into the secret ; they did not despair of 
** changing my ideas, and overcoming my an- 
tipathy, and proposed to me to act in concert 
with them. But this was far from being my 
intention : I was ardently devoted to France, 
" and would not begin by betraying her ; still, 
** in order to escape, it was necessary to gain 
time, and I therefore asked to reflect a little 
before I decided. Paoli's friendship was dear 
to me, and I was grieved at the idea of a rup- 
ture with him ; but my country was my polar 
star ! I retired, and proceeded to Bocognano. 
On arriving there I was seized by the moun- 
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*^ taineera who had pursued nie» put into cc»iflne* 
*' raent, and guarded by forty men. The situa*^ 
** tion was a critical one ; nevertheless I found 
"means to extricate myself from it. Th6 Captain 
** who guarded me was a good-natured man, all 
*' attention to me, and who endeavoured to ex*- 
** cuse himself for being under the niecessity of 
" obeying the orders he had received ; theexecu*^ 
** tion of which^ he said, was peculiarly painful to 
^ him on this occasion. I entered into conver- 
^ sation with him, and he proposed to me to go 
'* out with him and breathe the fresh air. I 
^ accepted, and directed my servant to station 
** himself on the road at a distance of about five 
** or six hundred paces. Suddenly I feigned a 
'' most imperious necessity to satisfy the wants of 
" nature-^my gaoler believed me» and stepped 
" aside, and I was on my horse before h£ had 
'*' turned his head. He cried out, hallooed, 
** called to arms, but swift As the wind I was 
** out of reach before he could fire, and arrived 
** Ht Ajacdo. The moimtaineers were, however, 
^ at my heels, and I found myself obliged to 
" ask an asylum of a friend. Barberi received 
" me, and conducted me t6 the coast, fr^m 
** whence I wait to Calvi to join Lacombe St. 
'* Michel. I had escaped from partisans, posts. 
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*' and police ; all had been unavailing : Paoli 
** was grieved and vexed beyond measure. He 
'^ wrote, complained^ threatened; my brothers 
** and m3r8elf had betrayed, he said, his in- 
^ terests and those of our country, and did not 
'' deserve the sentiments he entertained for us; 
nevertheless we might return — his arms were 
open to receive us ; but if, for the last time, we 
** were deaf to his advice, and insensible to his 
^ offers, he should no longer have any mercy. 
** The execution of this threat was as prompt 
'* as the answer to it had been scornful; he 
*' seized our flocks, burnt, pillaged, and de- 
" stroyed all our property. We did not inter- 
** fere to save it, but having excited the patriots, 
** we ran to their assistance. The citadel was 
** occupied, and kept up an incessant fire ; so 
** that» finding it impossible to land, we went 
'^ and anchored opposite to the north c^ the gulf. 
The insui^nts followed us : I had had time 
to land a few guns, and I covered them with 
grape-shot. They, however, returned, loaded 
me with reproaches, expressing their indigna- 
tion that one of theirs should fight for France. 
They had climbed upon trees, and heijj^its, 
and wherever they hoped to be better heard 
**firom: I loaded with a cannon-ball, aimed. 
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*' fired, and cut down a branch upon which one 
•* of these orators was perched. He fell — his 
" fidl amused the mob ; it dispersed, and was 
seen no more. We returned to Calvi, and 
tried again a few coups-de-main^ which were 
not all to our disadvantage; but the English 
'' had landed, the mountaineers inundated the 
plain — we could not oppose the storm. 

My mother went to Marseilles ; she ex- 
" pected to find there a spirit of patriotism, 
^ and to meet with a reception proportioned to 
** the sacrifices she had made; but she scarcely 
*^ could obtain a safe asylum. All had given 
** way ; my presence was no longer of any use 
" in Corsica, — I left it and went to Paris. The 
**fidMs had just delivered up Toulon, the 
** future was big with events, and I did not 
^' despair that amongst the number one might 
^' arise which would re-establish our affairs. 
" They were much in want of such an event, 
** for the mountaineers had completly ruined 
" them, and but for the revolution they were 
irretrievably lost. The harm done to us by 
Paoli had not sufficed to estrange me from 
him ; I loved him, and never ceased to regret 
him. He was taU, his attitude was noble, 
he spoke well, knew the Corsicans and 
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"exercised unlimited influence over them. 
Equally skilful in discovering the importance 
of a military position or of a measure of ad-* 
^* ministration, he fought and governed with 
" a degree of tact and sagacity which I have 
** never seen but in him. During the war for 
^ liberty I accompanied him in his excursions, 
** and he explained to me, as we proceeded, the 
** advanti^s of the ground we passed over, the 
^ best way to render it available and to remedy 
^ its defects. I recollect that one day as we 
" were going to Port-Neuf, at the head of a large 
^ detachment, I submitted to him some obser- 
^ vations upon the ideas he* had expressed. He 
^ listened to me very attentively, and looking 
" steadfastly at me when I had done : — * Ah ! 
** Napoleon/ said he, * you are not of this age — 
^^your sentiments are those of the men de- 
** scribed by Plutarch. Courage ! you will rise in 
•* the world.' — ^And so I did ; but he was obliged 
** to jrield to fate, and took refuge in England, 
^ where he resided at the period of the ex- 
peditions of Italy and Egypt. Every one of 
ray victories transported him with joy; to 
^ hear him cdebrate and exalt my success, it 
" might have, been supposed that we were on 
*' the same footing of intimacy as we had been. 
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** When I was raised to the Consulate, and after- 
^ wards to the Empiie, it was worse still ; partj 
^ followed party^ and dinner succeeded dinner, 
^ and nothing was heard but shouts of joj and 
** satisfiurtion. The head of the state was dis- 
pleased at these manifestations of enthusiasm, 
and Paoli was sent for. — 'Your reproaches 
^ are just,' said the latter, ' but Napoleon is one 
** of mine: I haye seen him grow up — I foretold 
** his fortune. Can joa expect me to detest his 
** gloiy , to disniherit mj country of the honour 
^ he does her?' — I iUt for that great man all the 
** sentiments he had for me r I wished to recall 
" him and give him a share of power, but I was 
^ overwhelmed with die muttlplicitj of aflEidrs ; 
^ time passed, — ^he died, and I had not the s»- 
^tisfoction of mddng him a witness of the 
^lendour that surrounded me." 
26th. — ^The Emperor continues bettar. 
Some ships liad andioored off the island, and 
sev^al passengers had landed in the hope of 
seeing Napoleon. I saw them coming with 
Lowe. '* They come from India," said the Em« 
peror to me, *' and I riiould Uke to ask them 
^ some questions ; but this Cahdirian inspires 
** me with too much disgust. I shall not receive 
*' them. Hudson is the Paria of St. Helena — ^he 
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*^ eomqjts evary tbing he sees or touches ; he 
^ fbrms a mixture of stvpuUt j and low eimDing, 
^* agamst which I know mA what kind ei in- 
^ stsict ferewanu me — I will not se^ them/' 
And he b^an to diacourse tinmi India. He bad 
not» he said, properly attacked that eoiintry; 
he had gene to work by way of Persia^ and it 
was not dirougfa that quarter tbait the attempt 
ought to have been made ; but the advaaturers 
be had wesat into those re^ons had leagued with 
the Presidencies and betrayed the NaMbs: he 
would have nothing more to do with th^n. 
** I had for som^ time/' contioiued he, ^* intended 
^ to send two or thnee thousand Chauans* ob 
*^ the Jmnna ;t tfaey asked to go and to hare 
** Bourmont for their chief, and I should hare 
^ acted wisdiy in allowing tliem. French Mood 
** is always good opposed to a foreign foe; I 
** should bare been rid of those did habUuM of 
^^ discord ; I should not have focdidily draped 
^^ some of them to Watedoo, and a grett disaster 
** would not have taken jdaoe. But evory one 
'* must fiiMl his destiny — nobody can command 
** it. I have shown to France what she can 
^ do— let her execute it. 

* Instirgent Royaliste in tke WesI of Fnziee. 
t A river in India. 
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27th. — ^The Emperor had passed a bad 
night, but the general state of his health had 
not suffered from it. 

" Well, Doctor, how do you find me ? am I 
** better ?" said he, extending his arm towards 
me, whilst he was reading at the same time. — 
" Your Majesty is at least not worse. It is 
those pills — (the box was open, and he had not 
taken any :) they possess some efficacy." — 
" No doubt." — " They disengage the humours." 
Ah !'' — " They keep the bowels open." — 
Assuredly, they possess every virtue in the 
" world," said Napoleon, throwing down his 
book. " Why, zounds ! Doctor, you preach for 
your pills with more fervour than is used in 
favour of legitimacy now-a-days. Do you 
"take any yoursdf?"— rl laughed. — "Very 
" well; I understand you, — ^the sermon for your- 
self, and the phytic for the patient ; is it not 
so ? Believe me, we had better leave off all 
" these remedies ; life is a fortress which nei- 
" ther you nor I know any thing about ; why 
" throw obstacles in the way of its defence ? 
" its own means are superior to all the appa- 
" ratus of your laboratories. Corvisart candidly 
agreed, that all your filthy preparations and 
mixtures are good for nothing. Medicine 
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'^ is a collection of uncertain prescriptions which 
■ ^ kill the poor, and succeed sometimes with the 
** rich ; and the results of which» coUectivelj 
** taken, are more fatal than usefiil to mankind. 
f ' Speak to me no more about these fine things ; 
*^ I am not a man for drugs.*' 

I endeavoured to combat the theories he had 
formed ; I was serious, and felt grieved on con- 
sidering all the consequences tiiey might pro- 
duce. *^ You appear thoughtful and downcast, 
** Doctor ; what is the matter with you ? Have 
" I found out the weak part of the armour ?"' — 
** Sire, thei^ are medicines tJie efficacy of which 
has been tried and proved." — " Like those 
** that Corvisart used to give to the Empress ; 
** pills composed of crumbs of bread, but which 
** operated with excellent effect. Maria Louisa 
** one day extolled their virtues : — they are^all 
" alike."—" No, Sire." — « What an obstmate 
" man ; just what I expected." — " Facts . . ." — 
." Are visible, and causes are occult, but I am one 
" of yours — I have practised." — " You, Sire?" — 
" Myself." — " But your Majesty did not pre- 
scribe ?" — ** Can you ask me such a question ? 
" What would have become of my dignity ? I 
" should have been looked upon as an intruder." 
— " You chose your remedies, and they were not 
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unpieasant to take." — '* Sometimes, but generally 
^< speaking i did not draw them from the apo- 
** thecary's shop ; water^ sir, and cleanliness^ 
^* were the bhief articles of mj pharmacopoeia, 
** and I seldom had reoourse to any other means. 
^ Yon laugh at my method ; do so : yomr col- 
** leagues in Elgypt laughed at it also ; but ex- 
^ perience demonstrated that my flannel and 
** brush were pneferable to their pills. I under* 
stand yoQy sir ; I see that, like a worthy Chris- 
tian, you are surprised at my ablutions ; but 
we were destroyed by the plague and by 
assassination. The Arabs murdered my sol- 
^ diers, and the doctors reftised to attaad them. 
*^ I could not forsake them in their miserable 
^condition; I vainly endeevoured to animate 
^ Ibe coon^ of the professional men whose 
'' devotion is genecnlly so conspicuous^ and pu- 
** nished one of them who had shewn himself 
^* more pusillanimous than the others^ by de^ 
** grading him, and causing him to be walked 
** through the streets of Alextadria with a 
** boards upon which was writt^, * He is not a 
** Frenchman — he fears death' Stfll the igno^- 
** miny of one did not restore energy to the 
* others ; the service was carried on tamely, 
«* and the ravages of the disorder remained 



OF NAPOLEON. 183 

** unabated. I made some advances to the 
** Cheiks, and ordered the troops to eocBxap ; 
** tianquiUity was restored, the malady ceased, 
*^ and I derived gpreat advantage from the step 
^* I had taken. However, approve or blame 
** as you think proper, here is the ordinance i-— 

" Cairo, 9th Pluvioee, Vllth Year 
of the RepaUic 

** TO GENERAL MABlfONT. 

^' I suppose, Cttizen-Oeneral, that you hav^ 
changed the system of service g£ Alexandria, 
and Uiat you have placed small and permanent 
posts in the various batteries. On the height 
of the observatory, and at tiie battery des Bains, 
fer instance, you wifl have placed twdke or fif- 
teen men, who are not to go out of it, and 
whom you wiH keep there cut off from all cosn-^ 
municatioB. The sentry required to guard the 
post will be taken from those twelve or fifteen 
men. Your position with respect to the sea 
relieves you from the necessity of exercising 
any considerable degree of surveiUance at this 
moment, and you therefore want but few troops. 
Why do you emjdoy gr^iadiers for the service 
of the town? I cannot comprehend the obsti- 
nacy of Commissary Michaux in remaining in 
his house, since it is infected by the plague. 
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Why does he not go and place himself on a biD 
near the column of Pompey ? 

** All your battaUcms are at least half a 
league distant from each other; keep but a 
small number in town; and it being the most 
dangerous post, do not keep any chosen troops 

there Place the battalion of the 75th under 

those trees where you have long been stationed 
with the 4th regiment of light infantry. Let it 
bivouac there, and let all communication be- 
tween that battalion and the town and Egypt 
be strictly forbidden. Send the battalion of the 
85th towards Marabou, where it can easily be 
furnished with supplies by sea. With respect 
to the unfortunate demi-brigade of light infan- 
try, order the men to be stripped stark naked, 
and bathed in the sea : let every man scrub 
himself well firom head to fDot, and thoroughly 
wash his clothes ; and see that they keep them- 
selves clean in future. No more parades, no 
more guards : let every one remain in the camp. 
Order a large pit to be dug filled with quick 
lime, to throw the dead in. 

** From the moment a French house is in- 
fected with the plague, let the individuals be* 
longing to it be either in camp or barracks ; 
but let them carefully avoid the house, and let 
them be placed in reserve in the open air. 
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Lastly, order every one to wash his hands and 
face every day, and to keep himself dean. 

** If you cannot preserve the whole of the 
corps where the disorder has appeared, from 
the contagion ; preserve, at least, the majority 
of your garrison. It appears to me, that you 
have not yet taken any measures commensu- 
rate with the circumstances in which you are 
placed.'" 

*^ He was amusing himself with correspond- 
^^ ing with Menou ; he was writing, joking, 
^^ losing time, and only busying himself about 
*' the turban and the wife of that old fool. — 
^ Those blindfold marriages are very dangerous,' 
said the one.: — ^ They have succeeded in my 
." case,' rejoined the other. — * Is Madame hand- 
" some ?' — * She is very desirable.' — * Shall you 
'* use the privfl^e ?' — *No;*»* * ♦ » * 
^<«»»4i«4i«««««»«' and a hun- 
dred fooleries of the same kind ; but read on.'' 

^^If I had not at Alexandria some depots 
which I cannot do without, I should have already 
told you to go with your garrison and encamp 
three leagues off, in the desert. I know that 
you cannot now do this, but approach as near 
to it as you can. Endeavour to impress on your 
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mind the spoil of the instractione contained in 
this letter ; execute them in as fiir as thejr are 
practicable, and I hc^ you will derime some 
benefit from them. « Bonaparte." 

28th. — ^The Emperor had suffered in the 
night with acute pains in the liver. He was 
better this morning. 

I was relating to the Emperor the discussions 
I had heard at Florence respecting the nobility 
of his fiunily, and the causes of its ^nigration. 
** Those causes are very simple," said he. " The 
^ last of my ancestcHrs who inhabited Tuscany, 
** pn^ssed Uie same prindides as I do : he de- 
^^ fended them as I defended mine ; and, like 
^ me, he feU a victim to them. The foiieign 
^ faction prevailed, the national party was de- 
^ feated and outiawed, and Bonaparte sought 
an asylum, first at Sarzana, and afterwards in 
Corsica. But the family intercourse did not 
cease; his descendants continued to corre- 
spond with the members of the branch that 
" was settled at San Miniato, and addressed to 
them those of their children whom they wish^ 
ed to send to study at Pisa. That branch is 
now extinct; the good Canon, of Whom I 
spoke to you, was the last shoot of it. He 
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" died, — ^I forget now in what year, — and left 
*^ me kis foitune, which I devoted to the aiisist- 
aDce of the suffering classes in Tnscany. My 
own nobility dates from MiUesinKH Siroli, 
^ and from the 18th Bnunaire, when I defeat^ 
^ ed the plots laid against the nation. The 
nobility of my family is more andent, its 
origin is lost in the obscurity of the middle 
age : the genealogist Joseph alone could trace 
it to its sooroe ; he {nretends to be descended 
^* fi^om I know not how many obscure' tyrants. 

** Attempts were frequently made to bring 
** my vanity into play on that subject, but 
** the bait would not take : I never would 
** Usten to any of these si^gestions. After the 
** battle of Arcote, when I was general-in-clnef 
** dp the army of Italy, the whole populatmn of 
^* Treviso came out to meet me. My ancestors 
** had held the first rank in that dty ; they pre- 
*^ sented me the acts and parchments that proved 
** it, and offered me the sovereignty which my 
** fiimily had lost. At Bologna, Marescakhi, 
^ Caprara, and Aldini came by order of the 
** Senate to lay before me the golden book^ 
^ in which . the name and the arras of my 
^ family were inscribed. At a later period I 
** was ofattged to advance as far as Tokntino. 
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** I was unwilling to display bayonets before 
^' priests, or to wage war with a saint ; but 
** seventy-five thousand Frenchmen had already 
** been murdered under his reign : it was too 
" much — ^I resolved to put an end to it. AU 
" those who surrounded me insisted upon over- 
throwing the ulol; but France had become 
Catholic again : it was necessary to render the 
revolution popular, to use the influence of the 
** priesthood, and I therefore had recourse to 
nc^^otiations. Besides, we obtained rich pro- 
vinces, and the port of Ancona, whence one 
might in twenty-four hours pass into Mace- 
donia — that was a fine result The Pope's 
'^ envoys exclaimed against my victories, and 
the rapidity with which Italy had been con- 
quered and the Austrians defeated. ^ I was,' 
" said one of them to me, * the first French- 
^^ man that had marched against Rome since 
*^ the Connetable de Bourbon ; and what was 
" rather singular, the history of the first ex- 
" pedition had been written by one of the an- 
** cestors of the man who commanded the second/ 
" The expedition of Egypt and the Consulate 
put aU the genealogists in motion; every 
parchment was turned over, and consulted. 
** I was allied to the ancient house cf Este, to 
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** that of England ; in short, it is impossible 
** to say to whom I did not belong. Hie Duke 
** of Feltre was particularly anxious about these 
^* researches. A female of the Bonaparte family 
^ had married a Medici, another had given 
** birth to Paul V., a third to I know not what 
** other personage. I was allied to sceptres and 
tiaras by the women, and to literary fame by 
the men. The latter had distinguished them- 
selves as historians and dramatists, in juris- 
^^ piudence and in diplomacy. Have you read 
" * I7i€ Widow ? ' or, at least, have you heard of 
" it whilst you were at Florence ? " I replied 
in the negative. ^* It is an old play," continued 
the Emperor, *^ but not devoid of interest ; the 
*^ manuscript of it is at Paris, in the national 
^ library. The author was a distinguished 
*^ writer, who is much spoken of in Mazzu- 
^* chdli's Biography of the writers of Italy. It 
was he who instituted, at the university of 
Pisa, the class of jurisprudence, which after- 
^ wards became so celebrated. 

** But to return to the attempts that were 
^* made to prove that I am nobly descended. 
" We were in the year 1810 ; and yielding to 
'' the inroposals I had refused in 1805, I had 
" allied myself to Austria. The Emperor 
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^ Fnuicisy who thought much more of the liis- 
** ire dmved ifrom pardmients, than of that ac- 
*f quired bjr victorjp ordered all the archives of 
Italy and Qenxmoj to be searched^ and at 
last succeeded in findtitg the docuoKnts he 
*^ wanted. He inf(M*med me of the drcumstance, 
^' and begged me to allow him to publish Uiem ; 
** but I excim^d myself in the best way I 
^ c«uld» and refilled. He insistedp wrote to me, 
** spcAie to me about it agaiii when we w&re 
^* at Dresden, and could net at all understand 
^ whence {Nroeeeded my repugnance to coDsent* 
^' to his wishes ; for, after all, it was an honour to 
** be descended Arom a fiunily of sorereigns^ as 
'* be could prove that mine was, by producing 
^ tihe tttte^deeds and doeumaits he had obtain-^ 
'< ed. ' Those titles,' said I, * are too anct^ift for 
me ; mine date only from MUlesimo.' — >* You 
datefrom a nnftch eaarlier period." — ^No,Igo no 
^ higher.' — * But . • •' He understood at last that 
I prided myself more upon being the Rodelph 
of my own family, tlMm the descradant of some 
odioie legitimate. — ^ A Sovereign &mAjl — 
** Maria Louisa must be informed of thb dis* 
*^ covery ; she will appreciate the value of it — ^it 
will please her ; do teU Maria Louk» of it.' 
I requested him to make the communication 
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'* himself, and did not conceal firom him the 
*^ little importance I attached to affairs of that 
*^ nature. He felt hurt at the manner in which 
** I received what he thought would have been 
** a most agreeable surprise prepared for me. 
*^ His care and trouble had been thrown away; 
I despised titles, and was, after my disasters, 
a mere jacobin. Had I consented to this 
foolerjr, who knows but that there might have 
^* been one hundred thousand men less on the 
''plains of Lelpsic?" 

29th. — The Emperor's heakh in the same 
state. He was arranging his nails, and brush 
and sdssars succeeded each other rapidly. 
He examined his hand for some time without 
saying a word, and suddenly asked me seve- 
ral questions. ''What are the nails? What 
" is the beard, the epidermis ? * How are 
" they formed ? What are their fimctions, 
"their structure? You have not explained 
" that to me very clearly; begin again." — " Sire, 
as I told your Majesty, the epidermis is divided 
into two layers, one exterior and the other 
interior* One is thin, transparent, unalterable 
by the air ; the otfaar is opaque. The first, of a 
ctese and firm texture, is composed of ^mall and 

* Scarfskin. 



1 02 LAST MOMENTS 

delicate absorbent vessels, proceeding from the 
inhalent orifices which cover the surface of that 
membrane. The second, which is placed under- 
neath, reposes upon the papillce, and extends 
over the intervals which separate them. It is 
composed of the same vessels, but they are con- 
siderably larger, and contain numerous orifices 
which line the internal surface. These two 
layers are united by a multitude of small trunks 
and lymphatic vessels passing from one to the 
other, and serving to bind them together. The 
absorbents, which form the internal layer of the 
epidermis, are filled with a kind of matter, which 
is black in some individuals and opaque in 
others; and produces the difference between 
the negro and the white man : — such is the 
epidermis. Its use is as follows : the numerous 
inhalent orifices of the absorbent vessels, which 
are heaped together and occupy the whole of 
the external surface of that membrane, are thin, 
slender, capillary, and only admit substances in 
the state of gas ; the inhalent orifices of the 
second layer, which are, as we have already said, 
stronger and larger, are capable of receiving 
liquids : and thus the use of the epidermis is to 
absorb foreign substances, and repair the losses 
of the human frame. 
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** Hair, feathers, bristks, and consequently the 
beard, perform the same functions. Implanted in 
the fat odhilar membrane, they are sunrounded 
by two tubes, the second of which contains 
small glands filled with a tallowy substance, 
whence oozes an unctuous liquid, which lu- 
Inicates them, and tends to preserve them. 
Their texture is thicker, and composed of capil- 
lary vessels which absorb the particles floating 
m the air, and pour tiiem into the circulation. 
The scales of fishes and the feathers of birds 
differ in that respect, inasmuch only as the 
first absorb liquids and the others only admit 
aeriform fluids. Women have more hair on the 
head, and we have more on the body : but the 
object of both is merely to pour out and to draw 
from the air; consequently the hair is more 
abondant and stronger, in proportion as the part 
where it grows is moi% subject to perspiratk>n. 
See how admirably it is adapted to the use for 
which nature has intended it. Of the two sets 
of vessels which compose it, some run from the 
extremity of the hair towards the root, and 
their office b to draw in the aeriform fluids ; 
the others go firom the root to the extremity, 
and convey the oily substances contained in the 
skin. They restore the equilibrium, which 
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many causes tend to disturb ; they collect what 

is wasted by perspiration, compensate for losses, 

and repair disorders." — '^ So then. Doctor, hairs 

" are leaves? " — ^** Yes, Sire, the comparison is 

exact ; it is the same jninciple of action.'' — ** To 

*^ absorb, throw out, form new combinations, con- 

" stitute life ?" — " Yes, Sire, the epidermis and 

the hair have no other use." — " And we cut 

" it r— " It is an abuse."—*' We shave !"— « It 

is contrary to nature." — " What, then, would you 

have us look like Capucins ? * Why, Doctor, 

you have now explained to me the reason for 

using hair in the construction of hygrometers." 

— ** Yes, Sire ; the property which suits them for 

that purpose is a consequence of thdr structure." 

— ** And the nails? " — "Are composed of the 

same vessels as the epidermis; but their texture 

is thicker and more compact than the epidermis, 

of which they form the prolongation." 

30th. — I knew that the Emparor was better ; 
and being tormented by the gnats^ I went to take 
a ride on horseback. '* What ! you have already 
** been out ?" said Napdieon to me on my retom. 
^ Yes, Sire, I have been endeavouring to escape 
from being stung." — " And I from devastations. 
Here, see how the rats run about my room ! 

* Friars who suffer their beards to grow. 
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They have ahnost destroyed the partition wall : 
every thing is eaten through in these mise- 
^* rable cabins. But you have not told me 
^ what fans struck you most in your excursions : 
** what have you observed?" — ** A few plants and 
shrubs.'' — ** Steeps and ravines ! Nature in con- 
^ vubion." — ^**But, Sire,after having doubled the 
Mundef .... "— *♦ Well ?"— " The prospect ex- 
pands, and you perceive James-Town.*' — '* And 
a fine prospect it is ! afew wretched hovels over- 
hung by rocks, squeezed up between mountains 
as if they were to be smashed by them." — 
That renders the point of view more pictu- 
resque." — " Picturesque indeed ! About a 
^^ hundred cabins built of mud and stone, scat- 
** tered about fai the bottom of a ravine ; military 
posts, an hospital, and a church, in keeping 
with the rest — such is the romantic picture !" 
— ** But Plantation-House ?"— « It is the Oasis 
** of the desert. Built close against a chain of 
^' mountamsy it is sheltered fixxn being dried up 
** by the south-east winds : plants, shrubs, of the 
** most opposite natures, grow and thrive there, 
'** and present to the eye an aspect of vegeta- 
^^ tion which is seen on no other part of the 
^ island. The spot is unique of its kind, like 
** the Calabrian who inhabits it : but one is 
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*' not more a favouiaUe specimen of the island^ 
*^ than the other is an unfavourable one of man- 
" kind." — " There are places worse than . • . •*' — 
** No ! there are none like that where we are. 
** No shade, no verdure ; we have only a few 
^^ gum-trees, and they are mutilated ; the wind 
*^ has bent them in the direction in which it 
^* blows. At the height at which we are (two 
thousand feet) vegetation and life cease. 
^ British magnanimity had its motives for 
" hoisting me up here." — " But, Sire. . . ." — *' I 
know it. A few vegetables escape from the 
baneftil influence of this spot, but we cannot 
** draw from them a conclusion respecting us.; 
** they are more hardy and vivacious, exposed 
*^ to fewer chances : that was well known ; and 
it was equally so, that men cannot live long 
in r^ons where the v^etation of plants is 
** weak and slender : all that was taken into 
** account in their calculation. — Is not the 
** length of a life in St. Helena ascertained ? 
** Are there any aged people to be seen here ? 
many individuals who reach the age of fifty ? 
and amongst those labouring under hepa^ 
titis, how many die, and how many live? 
Anxiety, sufferings, a prolonged state oi 
^^ moral nullity — such is the lot of the most 
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** fortunate. How should they recover ? They 
^ inhale the air ; and each breath is like the 
•• wound of a pin, which cooperates to hasten 
** their destruction. — Such were the intentions 
*^ of noble England, when she treacherously en- 
** snared me ; and such the novel manner in 
** which she perpetrates destruction." 
• 31st. — The Emperor was uneasy and agi- 
tated : I advised him to take some calming me- 
dicine which I pointed out to him. " Tlianks, 
" Doctor,** said he ; ** I have something bet- 
ter than your pharmacy. The moment ap- 
proaches, I feel, when Nature will relieve her- 
^ self." In saying this he threw, himself upon a 
chah*, and seizing his left thigh, tore it open 
with a kind of eager delight. His scars opened 
«iew, and the blood gushed out. ** I told you 
" so. Doctor ; I am now better. I have my pe- 
** riods of crisis, and when they occur I am saved.*' 
A kind of lymph issued at first abundantly, but 
soon ceased to flow, and the wound closed of itself. 
" You see," said Napoleon, " that Nature in this 
case wants no assistance ; when there is a su- 
perabundance, an over-fiilness, she expels the 
excess and the equilibrium is restored." 
This singular phenomenon excited my curi- 
osity ; I enquired into every circumstance con- 
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nected with it, and ascertained that it was of 
r^ular occurrence, and dated from the si^e of 
Toulon. The Emperor, who was then only a 
colonel^ commanded the fire of a battery, when 
a gunner fell dead by his ^de : he took up the 
rammer, loaded and fired the cannon, and being 
in a state of perspiration, imbibed the infection 
of the itch, with which the soldier was covered. 
He commenced a treatment, but the impati* 
ence of youth, the activity of the service, and a 
wound received from a bayonet above the knee, 
soon obliged him to discontinue it. The erup- 
tion disappeared, and the humour was ab- 
sorbed through the wound into the system. 
This neglect was nearly attended with fatal 
consequences ; the virus developed itself during 
the campaigns of Egypt and Italy, and produced 
pains in the chest, incessant coughing, and dif- 
ficulty of breathing. 

The first Consul was thin, pale, and wan, 
and seemed to be near the term of his exist- 
ence. " All around me," said Napoleon, " be- 
** set me then with representlU^ions upon my indif- 
*^ ference : but as it did not impede the march 
" of affairs, I took no notice of what they said. 
" At last, however, their solicitations became 
" so pressing, that I consented to take the ad- 
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*' vice of a phjrddan. Desgenettes was pro- 
*^ posed to me ; and being indifferent as to the 
*' choice of one, I accepted him : bnt he en- 
tered into so long a dissertation, and pre- 
scribed so many medicines, that I mnaiiied 
'^ oonvinced he was a mere talk^, and the pro- 
^* fession an imposture ; and I did nothing. The 
^* importunities commenced again : I yielded 
** once more, "imd Gonrisart was brought to 
me. He was blunt, rough, and impatient; 
and scarcely leaving me time to give him an 
account of my state of health, he said, 'Your 
complaint is nothing ; it is an eruption which 
has passed into the syst^n, and which we 
*^ must bring back to the skin ; a few days' bits- 
^ tering will do it.' He accordingly applied two 
" blisters on the chest, and the cough disap- 
*' peared : I became stout, my ^lei^ returned, 
^ and I was able to bear the greatest fatigue. 
'^ The sagacity of Gorvisart delighted me. I 
** saw that he had found out my constitution, 
^* that he was the proper physician for me ; and 
I therefore attached him to my person, and 
loaded him with marks of my favour. At a 
later period he opened an issue in my left 
*^ arm ; but the war of Spain having broken out, 
" I suffered it to close, and did not find my- 
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^^ self the worse for it. The irritation and 
'< itching continued as usual ; I opened new 
** wounds, and new scars were formed ; the 
*^ humour found a vent, and I enjoyed perfect 
« health.^ 

The Emperor's health was now re-establish- 

« 

ed: he slept, bathed, walked, and led his 
usual life. I often accompanied him into the 
garden. He spoke of his campaigns, and I spoke 
to him of Corsica, and endeavoured to suggest 
tidies of conversation that were pleasing to^his 
mind. One day, after having spoken atj consi- 
derable length about the troubles of that unfor- 
tunate country, he gave me an account of the 
services rendered by Cervoni, the supplies fiir- 
nished by Arena, and the extortions the latter 
had been guilty of, and of the intrigues in which 
Moltedo had shared. ** My unexpected return 
** from Egypt had disconcerted him ; the prisons 
^ were ftiU ; the parties in presence of each 
^^ other ; the patience of the public exhausted : 
** the municipal authorities accused the depar- 
*' mental, who, in their turn, accused the ma- 
<< gistrates : exasperation and discord were the 
** order of the day. 

^' C!ontrary winds drove us from the coasts 
'^ of France : we sought refuge near those of 
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^'Corsica, reached Ajacdo, and anchored in 
** the bay. The public bodies and the whole 
** population immediately ran to the sea-rade : 

every one was anxious to see me, and caUed 

up(m me to land ; the acclamations increased 
^ every moment The leaders were upon 

thorns ; they, however, smnmoned up coun^: 
*^ the Board of Health assembled, and decided, 
^ after a long discussion, that I could not land. 
*^ ' Express to him, at least,' said Barbeii, who 
^^ presided at the Board, * how very painftd 
^* this decision is to your feelings ! and let us go 
"and congratulate the General upon his vie 
^ tones ; he has well deserved that mark of 
^ respect.' This proposal was agreed to ; a 
*^ boat was taken, and they directed their course 
** towards the frigate La Muiran. The sailors 
^* threw out ropes ; Barberi got on board the 
'' first, and the others followed him ; I was then 
^^ invited to land. I had no suspicion that the 
^* President took advantage of the circumstance, 
^ and exceeded his powers ; I thought the in- 
**' vitation unanimous, accepted, and landed 
" with all my suite. I was received as a man 
" is sometimes received by his countrymen ; 
'^ acclamations resounded in all directions. 

" The troops were under arms : poor, misera- 
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** ble objects ! they had neither shoes nor doth- 
^ ixig* 1 asked where the chest was; but no 
** msaey had been paid into it for seven months. 
« And the paymaster had made advances, and 
*^ raised upon his own bond 40,000 fi«ncs, 
which he had distributed amongst the diffe- 
rent corps, in order to ensure the subsistence 
** of the soldiers, and to satisfy the innkeepers 
*^ who reftised to supply the officers. I felt in- 
** dignant at this disordered state of affairs ; 
'* and having collected all the money I could 
<^ dispose of, I ordered the arrears of pay to be 
*' paid up, and that Ihe appearance of the 
** troops should no longer excite compassion. 
^' In the evening there was a ball and iUumina- 
*^ tions ; the poor vied with the rich in danon- 
** strations of joy. Kind-^faearted inhabitants 
^^ of Ajaccio ! I n^vet shall fcHget your re- 
" ception. 

** The excellent Barberi had sent me notes 
^^ and newspapers : I knew how Corsica and 
^* France were situated, and had an idea of the 
** state of parties. A gondola manned by four-* 
** teen chosen sailors was to follow my fiigate, 
so that I could overtake the swift-sailing 
f vessels sent to Toulon, and escape from the 
Englbh cruisers who were on the look-out. 
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" The next momingj received the coi^^tula* 
^' tLond of the dvil and military authoritiesi : I 
'* jMidBed some, treitted others with seventy, 
^ and intimidated the department. The pri- 
sons were thrown open, some vacant situah 
tions filled; doubt and mistrust vanished, 
'* courage returned, and in four days order, 
^ peace, and confidence were completely re- 
''dtored. 

** The accomplices of CittadeUa had sent 
** him a messenger to infcHrm him of my return, 
'* but he was detained by contrary winds. In 
** the mean time I set off, arrived at Frejus, 
^* GrenoUe, Auxeire, and did not stop until I 
*^ reached Paris. I upset the Directory ; the 
** 18th Brumaire occurred ; the enemies of 
^* France were confoimded: I restored order, 
** recalled victory, and established the Consulate 
^^ government. But if winds had been favour- 
^^ able, if the dispatches to CittadeUa had ar- 
** rived before me, all my plans might have 
^ been defeated, and France from that moment 
** would have bec(Hne a prey to the emigrants.'^ 
Napoleon had often q)oken to me of the in^ 
trigues which had agitated his reign, and ac^ 
complished, at last, his downfall. He was ac- 
quainted with them all; knew the leaders, 
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their accomplices, and the places where they 
met ** During the hundred days I followed 
*^ their movements," said he ; ^' I saw them run 
^^ from my presence to theur assemblies ; and I 
^' might have punished, for I held the docu- 
" ments which convicted them. These docu- 
** ments had reached me in a singular manner. 
** A foreign officer of rank, whose situation 
^' obliged him to listen to these plots, was in- 
** dignant on seeing men whom I had created 
conspire to effect my ruin. He demanded 
an audience, delivered up all the plans to me, 
and protested that if eva* his troops should be 
in the line of battle I might reckon upon him. 
** I was deeply affected, and was on the point 
^* of casting these wretches back into the mire 
** from which I had raised them ; but the crisis 
aj^roached, it was necessary to conquer, and 
I postponed this signal act of national justice 
** until after the enemy should be defeated. 
" The enemy, however, was not defeated; mea- 
" sures were too well concerted, and I felL 
" Ah, Doctor ! how many contemptible beings 
" surrounded me ! But if fortune had not be- 
" trayed our courage, if we had conquered at 
** Waterloo, every thing would have been re* 
" paired and revenged ; the nation would have 
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^* been put in possessionof the secret of our disas- 
*^ ten ; and I should have (tfered an expiatory 
'^ sacrifice to. the manes of my soldiers. What 
^ have these wretches done ? they were sa- 
** tiated with glory, and they have covered 
** themselves with opprobrium. But every ac- 
** tion meets with its due reward ; for who 

"would be M ? A ?** fipc. &c. He 

named several individuals, and 9topped at S . . . . 
Base miscreant !" said he, ^^ he betrajred me 
with all the turpitude natural to men of his 
cast After having made his own terms, he 
ran to Fontainebleau, represented to me his 
situation and his misery ; I divided with him 
" what remained in my chest, gave him a 
" thousand icus^ and lie left me apparently agi- 
tated by- every feeling of gratitude. A few 
hours afterwards he had gone over to the 
" Austrians.*' 

From the plots of these last periods the 
Emperor passed to those that were formed at 
the commencement of his career ; and spoke at 
length of the machinations which had inter- 
fiered with his operations during the campaigns 
of Italy. He related how he had discovered 
and defeated them, and the light that had been 
thrown upon the movements of the interior 
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by the papers he had seized at Padua and 
Verona. His correspondenoe had given me 
some insight into alt these intrigues ; I had a 
general idea of them, but dieir details escaped 
me, and I could not unda:9tand many of the 
principal documents. *^ There are some from 
you. Sire, fhmi Augereau, from Bemadotte. I 
see that you had guessed Willot; that you 
would not have * men who only love liberty to 
lead them to revolutions ;' that you gave orders 
that — * some individuals should not be allowed 
to style themselves the people, and commit 
crimes in its name.' You say in one of your 
despatches — ^^Revolutionists are detested here, 
and all are ready to oppose them, whatever 
their object may be. No more revolutions; 
that is the dearest hope of the soldier. He 
does not ask for peace, Which is the object of 
his secret wishes, because he knows that it 
would be the only way not to obtain it, and 
that those who dread peace call for it loudly, in 
order that it may not take place. The soldier 
is preparing for fresh battles ; and if he some- 
times tum^ his eyes towards some towns of the 
interior, and observesi the spirit which animates 
them, he is grieved to see deserters received 
and protected, and the laws without efficacy, at 
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a moment which is to decide the fate of the 
French natiim.' In another place you ask for 
' oflkers accustomed to fight ;' you will not haf'e 
^ generals skilled in scientific retreats.' You 
exclaim — * that you can only be overcome by 
di^Toportion of numbers ; that, perhaps, the 
last moment of the brave Augereau, of the in- 
tr^id Massena, of Berthier, and of ... . is ap- 
proaching.' I understand: I trace the exist- 
ence of malevolence and imbecility in the 
choice of officers, and in the state of abandon- 
ment in whidi you were left. But nothing 
escaped you ; you' spoke openly, and they took 
care not to commit themselves. The emigrants 
impeded the transports, and encouraged spies ; 
but the army was deVoted, and only lived for 
France and victory. But what signifies the 
prodamatbn . ot* . Augereau ?'-*^^^ > What procla- 
^ madon ? Bead it to me.'* 

^^ Soldiers f what have I heaid ? can it be 
that those ' arms, which in your hands have 
been the terror of Europe and the triumph of 
the BepubHc, — those victorious arms which you 
had devoted to the most sacsred of causes, and 
whidi Were once so formidable to the enemies 
of your country, — are now turned against her 
by yourselves; that your hands are stained 
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with French Uood, and that you have polluted 
by firatriddes the laurels with which you were 
crowned ? What evil genius has sown discord 
amongst you ? Who has fanned its fire ? Who 
has 8{»ead its poison ? 

** I have seen my country threatened from 
abroad, betrayed at home» torn by civil war, tor- 
mented by fisu^tions, invaded at its frontiers, and 
a prey to all the horrors of anarchy : I have 
seen all my fellow-citizens, driven . in contrary 
directions by opposite parties, flock under the 
banners of each in turn ; murdering one day 
in the name of justice, ancl the next in the 
name of humanity : I have seen all the crimes 
of intolerance, &naticism, and ambition, and I 
have shuddered : but in the midst of all these 
disorders, my eyes were .turned towards the 
army, where I saw union, concord, and frater* 
nity ; there, all hatred and passions disappeared 
before the sacred fire of patriotism, and honour 
leagued together for the defence of all : I ad- 
mired the sublime example of zeal, constancy, «nd 
devotedness it displayed ; and I said, if nrtue, 
liberty, and heroism, are banished from the rest 
of the univei*se, it is there, in the RepuUicaa 
army, that they have a sure asylum. That 
consoling reflection has constantly upheld me 
in the most violent crisis; I felt proud of 
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being in jour ranks : Oh, comrades ! will you 
obfige me to alter my opinion? No; you 
know that I am your friend. My voice has often 
guided you to victory : obey the impulse it now 
seeks to give you. Let us ai^e : a single 
word is the cause of your dissensions, — how ab- 
surd ! You beHeve yourselves really divided in 
ophiion; but you are mistaken, you all think 
alike. When you pursued your victorious 
course from the Pyrenees to the banks of the 
Danube, and from the ocean to the banks of 
Ae Tiber, what was your object — to be free ? 
You are free. You possess laws and rights ; 
in a word, you are citoyens. This title has 
been dearly bought, and ought therefore to be 
dearly valued ; and yet, either from levity or 
love of novelty, an unmeaning, barbarous, un- 
harmonious name — a name without etjrmolc^ — 
after having been proscribed by good sense, has 
been, revived by folly, and fashion has under- 
taken to bring it into vogue once more. That 
fashion has crossed the Alps, and our ears have 
been offended by the whistling sound of Mon- 
sieu7\ I am far from suspecting those who 
have used the word of any bad intention, and 
I attribute their having done so to want of 
reflection. I know my countrymen. At first 

VOL. I. p 
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MMsimr has been said, witbwt attaching aay 
importance to it: those who have been dam- 
pLeaMd with the expression^ have perhaps re^ 
quired in too haughty a tone that it should be 
banished from the intercourse of society ; and 
it has then been thought, that compUance with 
the interdiction might, be ascribed to fear. All 
that is quite enough to produce obstinacy on 
both sides, but b it enough tx) justify hatred 
and destruction? 

** I have bought as dearly as any one the va- 
luable titie of citoyenf and I am disposed to 
submit to every sacrifice to preserve it-: who 
amongst you thinks dilBTerently? Ncdxxly, J* 
hope. If there are any that do, let them go 
and carry elsewhere their baseness and their 
maxims ; their departure will be the signal for 
the return of harmony and union amongst the 
worthy defenders of our country. 

*' You are now c^proadiing the moment 
when you will enjoy the reward of your la^ 
hours : peace will enable Government to com- 
pensate your sufferings ; and I, who have con- 
stantly witnessed all the privation you have been 
exposed to, and all the efforts you have macje ; I, 
who know your wants, and wish to supply them, 
am already preparing at Verona the means of 
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accDmplkhiiig that otigect on your airival thete. 
Dleser, equipment, arms, food, bospitab, and 
piqr, hare all been the subject of my earnest so^ 
licitude, and 70a will fisel its effects ; but I ex* 
pect from jou the oblivion of those dissensions 
which grieve my heart and cause our enemies 
to aniile. Let the love of your country and the 
hononr of the army produce a reconciliation ; 
so that, when I shall appear again at your 
head, I may find no more traces of what has 
happened. I trust that these motives are pow- 
erM enough to bring you back to sentiments 
more worthy of yourselves, and that you will 
n6t oblige me, after having tried persuasion, to 
have recourse to force. 



(C 



ORDER. 



'^ General Augereau, considering that malevo- 
lence, ever ready to seize cqiportunities of doing 
harm, has talceh advantage of the word ilia;?-< 
^iei^r being used in conversation or elsewhere, 
to sow discoid and produce confusion, and that 
the Uood required for the defence of our country 
has been shed in the quarrels that have followed 
its adoption ; considering also, that after what 
has occurred, those who diould' obstinately per* 
sist in using that word can have no other ob- 
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ject in view than the total ruin of the aimj ; 
declares, that henceforth any individual of the 
division who shall use the word Monsieur, either 
verbally or in writiug, under any pretence what- 
ever, shall be degraded and rendered incapable 
of serving in the armies of the Republic. The 
present order shall be inserted in the Order of 
the Day, and read at the head of each company. 

" AUGEEEAU." 

*' What ! degrade a man for a single word ?" 
— « Why not, if that word produces bloodshed, 
" as it did ?" 

" Bemadotte had gone from the army of the 
Rhine to that of Italy ; his troops had appeared 
cold, stiff, and lukewarm, and had become the 
object of the jokes and sarcasms of the corps 
commanded by Massena. Anger ensued ; the 
names of Monsieur and Sans Culotte were reci- 
procally given, and Moodshed followed. 

*^ Such is the disorder which Augereau wish- 
ed to repress; and his proclamation gives a 
faithful picture of the circumstances in which 
we were placed. Attempts are now made to 
fiUsify history ; men incapable of appreciating 
our labours endeavour to turn the current of 
opinion; but the facts speak for themselves. 
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and they must at last be understood. It was 
n^t in the army of Italy that our enemies sought 
for traitors: from the moment it was com- 
manded by Napoleon, the emigrants could not 
find in its ranks any body to seduce ; the reli- 
gion of its banners was the only one known. We 
marched, and every thing vanished before us ; 
Italy was conquered, and Austria reduced to 
the last extremity. We were striking the aris- 
tocracy blow after blow; its existence was 
threatened, and in its own defence it espied and 
seized upon every opportunity of retaliation. 
A victory only produced fresh battles : Wurmser 
came to avenge Beaulieu, Alvinzi to avenge 
Wurmser. The army of the Rhine, which was 
for ever on the point of marching, never moved. 
"The question was between us and them,' 
and was soon decided : success crowned valour, 
and we triumphed in every direction. The 
General-in-chief advanced through Tyrol, pe- 
netrated into Carinthia, and drove every thing 
before him. He had made dispositions to be 
able to support his movement, and prevent 
the enemy from intercepting us : every chance 
was foreseen. Having reached Clagenfurt and 
taken the offensive, he directed his troops to 
the right, and refused his left, which was 
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protected by vaiious works." — "I proposed,'* 
sdd the Emperor, ** to occupy Salzbii^ and 
** Inspruck, to cross the Inn, to levy contribu- 
** tions on the suburbs of the capital, aod 
** to march into Bavaria. The army q£ tiie 
'' Rhine again remained inactive, mid the plaQ 
'* failed. If Moreau had chosen to cohop^sate 
*' with me, we should have made the most 
astonishing campaign that ever was fought,— 
we should hf^ve upset Europe : but h^ went to 
Paris, did nothing, attempted nothing, and 
** left me once more to cope with all the forces 
of the Austrian monarchy. I had penetrated 
into Germany without the least considera- 
*^ tion. I had taken 80,000 prisoners, and 
** obliged the Empercnr to evacuate Vienna : but 
" immense levies of troops wer6 being raised 
in all directions ; Hungary was flying to anns; 
the Tyrol was on fire ; my position was very 
** critical ; I theref(»re had recourse to nisgotia- 
« tion.** 

The departments of the War and marine, 
the whole administration in short, was sup- 
ported by his victories ; he was obliged to sup* 
ply the wants of the other armied, to secure the 
pay of the troops, to ftimish horses, to satffify 
every claim. In the space of a few months 
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he had sent fiffcy-two mSfions into France.— 
Oh the t>ther hand, the Directory had attached 
to our reat a host of rascals who devoured 
every thmg. Our soldiers were without shoes, 
money, or clothes, and the hospitals Were desti- 
tute of the most essential articles : we were 
assailed by scarcity in the midst of plenty. 
It Was in vain that he represented, threat- 
ened, assembled military commissions, drew 
bills; the commissions were seduced, and th& 
bills dishonoured : he was alone to combat cor- 
ruption ; it was like the task of forcing a torrent 
back to its source. — ** There was but one way of 
^ putting an end to this st^te of tlungs, which 
** was, to establish a commission possessing the 
** power of inflicting the punishment of death 
** on these pirates. The policy of the measure 
** was confirmed by experience and history, and 
** consistent with the nature of the government : 
** but it was not to be expected that the depre- 
** dators themselves would deliver up the sword 
which was to strike them : the proposal was te* 
jected.'* Every thing Was exhausted : he no 
longer knew where to apply, and was besides 
awafe of his political podtion; he therefore 
signed the preliiiuiidries of Leoben. The ^fes- 
tion was now to pass from providdnal i^ d^ 






216 LAST MOMENTS 

finitive conditions, and lay down the basis of 
a permanent peace: but the democrats did 
not wish for peace^ and the aristocrats still 
less ; the first were anxious to municipalize 
Europe, and the second waited to see the re- 
sult of the plots they had formed. " The 
Emperor will not sign/' wrote confidentially the 
Elector of Hesse ; " Clichy is averse to these 
transactions ; and Clichy rules over Paris and 
its councils : the affair is, therefore, suspended 
for the present.'* " These delays did not suit 
either my ideas or my views : I had seized 
the papers of the party at Verona, and had 
just got possession of its papers at Venice. 
** I discovered its plans, its means, the informal 
** tion it possessed ; and I knew that corrup- 
tion prevailed every where, that all were 
seduced, and ready to betray their trust. In 
desperate cases, violent remedies must be ap- 
plied : I appealed to the patriotism of the 
** troops ; we framed an address ; Augereau 
** carried it, and the club was confounded. 
** Bemadotte also contributed a great deal to 
*' defeat the plot : I had sent him to the Di- 
" rectory : he ran to the Manage,* harangued, 

* An assembly so called fnm holding its delibenitioas 
in a riding-school. 
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** speeddAed, and struck all the emigrants with 
** terror. But the collection must contain 
** some of his letters : look, after the affair of 
" Venice." — I opened the book and read : — ** I 
laugh at the extravagance of the partisans of 
royalty. They must possess very little know- 
ledge of those who lead the armies, and of the 
armies themselves, to hope to muzzle them so 
easily ; or to believe that an orator more or less 
learned^ more or less venal, can disturb our 
tranquillity ! Those deputies who speak with 
so much impertinence, are £ar from imagining 
that we should enslave Europe, if you only 
formed the project of so doing," 

^* Enslave Europe ! that is just like the man : 
** a slave in the salo(ni, and a brawler in the. 
*' antipchamber, he intrigued and speechified for 
'f ever ; I do not know a man of less probity. 
*f — ^But look fturther back; there must be 
» *• another letter .'* — " Your firmness and your 
courage alone can ddiver the BepuMic from the 
firightful precipice prepared for it by the hypo- 
crisy, peifidy, and practised criminality of the 
agents of the altar and the throne.'' — ** Was he. 
** thenlilready plotting the conspiracy of the Con- 
'* cordate ? I recognize the style of his pamph- 
'* leU.**— « A conspiracy ?•*— « Yes. The generals 
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*' itrho deffle now-a^lajrs befinre nussioiiaiietf, 
ya:gia*s»« cross-bearers, were then indigmnt at 
my reopening the churches ; my death was to 
*' expiate the outrage offered to reasoiL Times 
** are much altered ; but we shaSl return to the 
** subject. Read on, I wifiii to hear his letter/'-^ 
I saw it just now ; you mean that where his 
hoiKmr begins to totter ! — ** Predsdy* Ho*. 
^ nour was with him what modesty is witib 
** wom^i — ^a fly ; the least thing alamied it. 
** He only felt secure at the Manbge. But pro- 
** ceed ; I am listening to you*'' 

a 

" TO T HE 6£N£BAL IN CHIEF. 

. ^* I saw General Kellerman in passmg 
through Chambery, and commuaicated to him 
your notes. He answered : firsts That the dep6t 
of the 21st demi-brigade has been sent td 
Italy, and that it must now have arrived at 
Milan. Secondly, That the chief of yout staff 
has only to order the 79th d^ni'^bligade to 
march, and that he can see no objection to it. 
He told me that he oaatiot get rid o^ the sms^ 
number of cavalry he has at LyoM ; he liin^ 
have written to you on the subject. He will 
send you swords, but he wants money. 

^ I have found the republican spirit grown 
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very Ittkfiirann. - JBinc^ inj^l^aBsage thro the 
interior lof the .comxtryf ,the oooBter^cevoliition 
is effecting itself in die minds <xf the people : 
the laws are without vigour ; em^airts retora ; 
and the tribunals ao^uit part of them, and cb 
not seek after the wmaibder. Muaj deputies 
$ay there is in the Assembly of Five Hundred 
a party decided for the re-iestablislunent of roy- 
alty : anotii^ party is planning a movemient to 
defeat this faction ; but if it takes place, the 
commotion will be dreadful, for those who shall 
have excited it wiU no longer be aUe to repress 
it. In the midst of this conflict there is a dass 
of men who fear anarchy as much as royalism ? 
they say Uttle, and are not much seen ; but 
they wait for the proper moment to annihilate 
the; two parties one by the other. These iiien 
always apply calming measures to the events 
that are preparing, and they gain time ; so 
that by removing ' the period of the explosion 
from day to day, the GrovemmenC will by de- 
grees become firmly establislied, provided it 
acts with <HHler and prudence* 

** The Five Hundred fear the Directory, and 
that isr enough to ensure the superiority of the 
latter :*but to maintain it they must skitAiIly 
take advantage of cfa*cumstances as they may 
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occur ; kiicnr how to give rise to others ; and 
fri^ten^ at least by appearances, those members 
who march openly and with rapid strides to the 
re-establishment of the throne. These gen* 
tiemen seem to have taken Pich^ru for their 
mark : he is flattered, coaxed, caressed : they 
appear to laugh at him ; and, in point of fact, 
the party that thrusts him forward knows very 
well that he is a man of very ordinary stamp. 
Pichegru has been base enough to abandon the 
Republican cause : he confounds men with 
events ; and attempts have been made in vain 
to convert him. Ui^ed to explain his senti- 
ments, he has answered foolishly, without logic, 
and with the tone of a man puffed up with 
pride, and who &ncies that his name alone is 
worth an army. Poor man ! Alas ! he is not 
very strong. 

** The ice is broken : Pichegru is now known ; 
— ^his old Mends forsake him, and he loses 
every day a part of his colossal reputation. I 
met him at Kleber's with several northern ge- 
nerals, but we scarcely noticed each other. He 
had probably been informed of the way in 
which I had spoken of him, and he was ex- 
tremely reserved. I followed his example. 

'' Three generals are on the lists to conunand 
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the guard of the Assembly of Five Hundred ; 
the first is Kleber, the second Dessaix, and the 
third Semirier. Every body has felt that 
such a command would not be^ very flattering 
for either of those three generals, and every 
one has made his remarks upon the subject ; 
and the last argument seems to be this — 
all these three personages have a reputation, 
and would be very useful, in the event of a 
commotion, in rallying round the L^slative 
Body a great number of soldiers and officers of 
the armies in which they have served. Kle- 
ber will not accept the command. Repub- 
lican from philosophy, he laughs at the per- 
plexity of some, and at the awkwardness 
of others ; but if ever a commotion takes place, 
Kleber will put his head out of the window 
to look at the two parties, and will go and 
range himself on that side where he will per- 
ceive tri-coloured cockades. He is desirous of 
visiting the field of your glory : I shall bring 
him with me, and he will be delighted to see 
the man whose brilliant achievements he has 
so often admired in the number of flags taken 
and prisoners made, but still more in the di- 
rection he has given to the reins of government. 
** Paris is a horrible residence for a man of 
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honour; I am tired to death of it, and shall 
leave it very soon. I shall endeaTour to send 
you some caTalr7 ; if possible, the Riehepanse di- 
visiaa. Camot is convinced that if the <tpera- 
tions of the war again become active, yon will 
want pcinfiwceraents of both cavalry and in- 
fiintry. I shall speak to Barras and to Rewbell 
(HI the sobject to-morrow. Adieu ! I love you 
as mudi as I esteem you." 

" There has been a wont of sense in all that 
" man's proceedings which I cannot account for. 
" He only aspired after fame and celebrity, and 
" when he had the finest opportunities in the 
" world to acquire them, he did not avail himself 
** of them. At Jena he might have covered him- 
*' self with glory : he had only to march ; by so 
" dung hCMiVould have placed himsdf in the rem* 
" of the Prussian' army, and the whole would 
" have been taken. In^axoby, in Belgium .... 
" the resuK would have been unique in history ; 
" bnt it required a soul to conceive and execute." 
The Emperor expatiated at greet length on the 
ofiiences of this genend: not againsfhims^- — he 
did not value that; bnt against France, which 
had given him birth, and the army, to which he 
owed every thing. " At Austeriitz he had suf- 
" fered'his ranks to be broken through; he had 
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** slumbered on the Elbei. and run aw^y at 
Wagram. He had; maDgr times exposed- our 
eagles to defeat, and had at last guided the- 
savages of the Don and of Dalecarlia a^^st 
** them." Napoleon was animated and vebe* 
ment. I. endeavoiired to turn. the conversation 
into another channel I thought the diplomatic 
career of Beniadotte irreproachable, and spoke 
about it. « What, his talents ? "— " But his em- 
bassy ? " — " Was a series of blunders. Dessnix 
was highly incensed against him, and Moreau 
shrugged up his shoulders: even his best 
** fri^ids condemned him." — " He hoisted our 
colours.'" — " Ck>ukl he do less ? but they had no- 
** connection with the riot." — " The people of 
Vienna . • . ." — " Had been taught upon fifty 
** fields of battle to reqpect those colours, and 
** would have taken care not to insult them. 
** But I had spared the emigrants in Italy ; I 
had not pursued to the last extremity a few 
unfortunate Frenchmen in the last stage of 
misery, and had incurred the blame of the 
Man^e. It was necessary to give proo& of 
** patriotism, and deserve praises. The am- 
** bassador endeavoured to submit to his juris^ 
diction all the emigrants that were beyond 
the Rhine. Men rejected by France were 
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not amenable to his agents : they became m^ 
dignant at a persecution without object ; raised 
up and excited a few poor wretches; and 
** thus the officious meddling of a blundering 
busy4xMi7 had well nigh re-opened the arena. 
Is that what you admire ? " — ** I had heard 
other causes assigned to the insurrection/' — 
" Where ? in his Memoirs ? " — " I had the de- 
tails from one of my friends who was at Vienna 
at the time/' — ** And from whom did your 
** friend hear them ? " — " From a Pole who 
possessed the confidence of Bemadotte.'' — 

" Ja P**— " Yes, Sire."—" The Providence of 

** the embassy, and the guide which the Austrian 
** police had had the art of giving him ! and 
** accordingly the citoyen ambassador transmitted 
*' precious information to Brune ! If the con- 
'* queror of the Helder had not possessed the 
'^ instinct necessary for that kind of war, the 
** Italian vespers would have taken place. You 
" have resided a long time in Florence, and 
" have of course heard of the movements of 
" Manfredini at that period ? " — '* No, Sire ; I 
only know, that in one of his clandestine jour- 
neys to Vienna he was strangely frightened 
by one of your soldiers/* — " How so ? " — •* The 
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enemy's troops insulted our posts, and provoked 
them by words and gestui^es. * Advance with 
your corporal ! ' cried an old Austrian sergeant to 
the commanding 'officer of . a French round. — 
* I^' rq)lied tiie Frenchmaut * you had a cor- 
poral like him, and an escort like his, you would 
come more openly to the point/ Manfredini, 
who was passing by, thou^t the . dbservation 
intended for him ; and believing himself dis- 
covered, became more circumspect. Rome 
broke out' too somi, Bristol was taken by sur* 
prise, and the scheme failed/'^-^'^ Biit,. Doctor, 
^ you told me, if I recoUect rightly, that you 
<< had hitherto only frequenfted corpses. Let 
** me tell yon Jhat those' corpses wore tokrably 
** well informed of the state of affairs. The 
** accoimt they have given you is not true in 
^ every particular, but neither '• is it altogether 
<< felse. Yet, after all, it is not impossible that 
a word prdnounced by chance may have had 
the result you ascribe to it; tlie most im- 
** portant determinations have often been pro- 
** duced by circumstances quite as trivicd as the 
^ one you have just mentioned : besides, Man- 
^ fredini had some reason to believe in the tact 
** of our soldiers." I endeavoured to recollect 
VOL. I. Q 






226 LAST MOMENTS 

the drcumstance the Emperor was alluding to ; 
and learnt that, in point of fibct, the redditkm 
of Mantna was due as much to their sagacity 
as to their courage. Alvinzi was hastening to 
its assistance with a numerous army, and had 
sent before him a confidential man, to whom he 
had entrusted his despatdies. The sorties of 
the garrison were to coincide with his attacks : 
it was necessary to concert measures for that 
purpose, and he had neady succeeded. Our 
Imes were abeady passed, and the emissary was 
on the point of entering the fortress, when he 
was seized by a patrole. He was questioned 
and searched, but nothing was found on his 
person ; and he was going to be placed with the 
mass of other prisoners, when a Tohigeur present 
at the interrogatory took him to task. ^ Where 
are your ordiers ?' — * I have none.' — * You ha^ne.' 
— * But . . . .' — * Yes you have some, there, in 
your belly : confess, or my sword shaU soon bring 
them to light.' The Austrian was disconcerted ; 
and after some hesitation owned the foct, and 
was shut up in a separate room until he had 
been deliv^^ of his despatches. They were 
enclosed in a small cylinder, covered over with 
a coat of wax, which was dipped in a kind of 
elixir to facilitate its passage. The Imperialists 
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had wery often had i^urae to that ttpedtent'; 
but the penpicadty of this ycdtjgew deterred 
tihtem fiom attemptnig to use it in iabae. 

Tlus recalls to mj Aund an aneedole relafeii^ 
to thQ war with Conioa» which thi^ Smperor 
cften told 'me. PaoU was master of the tdtad» 
and hsr momitaineers covjereil the {daia: it 
was impoflsibk to conespoDd with the pa- 
triots scattered about in the interior^ and 
yet it wBs highly expedieat to do ao^ and to 
thteaten Paoli on his rear in cxrder to prevent 
hb marching upon ns. '' I was acquaiirted/' 
said Napoleon, ^' with the firiends of France; 
** I kniew those that were derated* abd 
<< might be retted upon, and I ivdttced La* 
"combe Saint Miehd to give them commis* 
"abas. The difficulty was, to get tfie cpm- 
^ missions delirered ; for the passes were well 
^ guarded, and the roads covered with qpies, 
^ and suoeess was therefore not prpbaUe: I, 
" howen^ec, arade tiie attempt I ehoise a cun*- 
" ning .actiw countryman, whom I dressed .up 
" in the most miseraUe rags I oould find, and 
<< launched him . amongst the mcmntaupieers. 
" He was stopped at every post, and for a 
** length of. time deoeived their vigflanoe. On 
^ diese oocasions he placed on the ground the 
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^ gooid he carried in his hand, and encouraged 
** and facilitated the search of his person. ^ He 
^* had no other object,' he said, * than to obtain 
^ smne means of supporting his existence ; he 
^ had rebttions at Ajaccio, who wete in easy 
^ GirouSEfistances, and he was going to inqAore 
** their compassion. Was it to be supposed 
** that he, in his miserable condition, would 
^ trouUe Ins head about any thing else? that 
'* he would serve the Fnmch, who had des- 
troyed his cottage?' He proceeded in this 
manner as fixr as Corte, where the gendar- 
** merie, less confiding, cut up his clothes, from 
'* head to foot, even to the sdes of his shoes*; 
** but nothing was fbimd, and he was gomg to 
^ be released, when some one thought it would 
** be better to inform Paoli. * A man who goes 
** dbout the country to beg, in the circum- 
stances in whidh we are placed ! he must 
be an emissary; go and search him, he has 
some message.'~-^ Impossible ! we have taken 
his dress to pieces thread by thread ; .every 
part of it has been imdone.' — ^His mijssibn'is 
^* then verbal, for * he has one ; question him' 
** again.' — * We have tried every thing.* — * What 
** has he about him?'—* A little gourd.'^ — *Break 
" it.' They did so, and theoominisstons were 



it 



OF NAPOLEON. 229 

** found in it. Paoli was not to be so easalj 
" deceived." 

The favoisrable state of the Emperor^s health 
did not long continue : his strength was nearly 
exhausted; the influence of the latitude was 
unabated, and it was evident that he nmst fid! 
a prey to it. indeed, it was not long befisre his 
situation became exfaeemelj unsatisfectory. I 
had left him tderably well oii the 10th, and 
the next day I found him very much altered. 

1 1th. — I saw the Bmperor at four o'clock in 
the morning. He complained of pains of co- 
lic, want of sleep, agitation, sensation of un- 
eaaness. The symptoms begin to assume a 
serious character; they, however, yidded for 
the present to a bath and enemas. 

12th. — The night had been more tranquil, 
but the Emperor complained of a kind of he- 
micrania. He took a foot-bath. 

13th. — ^The Emperor had passed a good 
night, and the hemicrania was gone. Bath. — 
Walk. I accompanied the Emperor into the 
garden. He was weak ; and having sat down, 
he looked around bun to the right and to the 
left, and said, with a painful expression : ** Ah, 
** Doctor ! where is France and its cheerful di- 
** mate ? If I could but see it once mcffe ! If 
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^ I could but breathe a little air that had 
•* passed over that happy country ! What 
** a specific is the soil that gave us birth ! 
** Antaeus renewed his strength by touching the 
** earth ; and I fed that this prodigy would be 
*^ r^ated in me, and that I should revive on 
** perceiving our coasts. Our coasts ! Ah ! I 
*' had forgotten that cowardice has taken vic- 
** tory by surprise ; its dedsioos are without 
** appeal. 

*^ But do you know, Doctor, that you are a 
** terrible man ? You have disturbed all the 
** notions I had acquired ; you have upset all 
** the ideas I had formed : I am at a loss what 
" to make of your work. — * The epidermb is 
^ an organic mass ; veins are only prok>ngations 
** of the arteries ; they form h net, the threpids 
'* of which wind back iq)on themselves, and the 
** two extremities of which are mixed and con- 
•* fused together . • . .* — You criticise without 
mercy every thing that has been written 
upon the subject. Your introduction to the 
works of Mascagni is a revolution in ana^- 
tomy."— " I think so, Site ; for it rectifies 
many results improperly studied." —** And does 
'* not contain any views too lightly adopted and 
« promulgated ?" — " I believe not."—" What 
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** will the anatomists say on seeing old and ac- 
** knowledged theories destroyed ?" — ** What 
men say when they discover their error." — 
** But your doctrine is totally different from 
** that of our schools. Are there not dever 
** anatomists in Paris ?" — ** Yes, Sire, many.'* 
** Well ! how, then, does it happen that you do 
" not c^ree together on the subject ?" — " You 
cttltiyate science,, Sire, and could answer that 
question better than I can." — ** Ah ! you want 
** me to give the answer myself; you are afraid 
** the feculty may be listening to what we 
" say ?" — ** No, Sire ; but every man takes his 
own view of a subject. One follows one thing, 
another pursues another; and very often the 
man who does not obtain any result, displays 
more sagacity than the man who makes a dis- 
covery." — ** You fear that I may accuse you 
** of presumption ; such is not my intention ; 
^* but you come from the Cape of Corsica ; are 
** you not marked with the stamp of your 
•* country ?"— « How, Sire ?**— « Oh ! I know 
** you well, Capo^Cornni ; you are always dis- 
^ satisfied ; you find nothing good but what 
" you have done yourselves." — " We, Sire ?** — 
'* Yes, you. I came into this world in the 
^* arms of old Mammuccia Caterina ; so you 
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^* may judge whether I have experience :on the 
** subject. She was stubborn aiid testy j and 
constantly quarrelling with all around her; 
and particularly with my gnmdmothery to 
** whom she was, however,* very much at- 
** tached, and who also loved her very much 
in return. They were continually aiguing 
and disputing; their discussions were inter- 
** minable, and amused us exceedingly. You 
** lo(^- serious. Doctor ; the description liurts 
** your feelings : but be consoled, for if your 
** countrywoman was of a scolding disposition, 
** she was also kind and affectionate ; she 
** walked out with us, amusied us, and treated 
** us with a d^ee of care and solicitude which 
^* I have never foi^tten. I still recoUect the 
^^ tears she shed'when I left Cor8ica,now upwards 
** of forty years ago. You were not' bom then ; 
*' and I was young, aiid did not foresee tiie 
** glory that awaited me, and still less that we 
** should one day meet here. But the decrees 
*^ of fate are inunutable, . and every one must 
submit to his destiny. Mine was to run 
through the extremes of life, and I set out 
to accomplish the task aUotted to me. My 
** father was going to Versailles as deputy of 
^^ the nobility of Corsica, and I accompanied 
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t- him. We passed through Tuscany, where I 
** saw Florence and the Grand Duke» and ar- 
" rived at Paiis. We were recommended to 
the Queen : my father met with a most flat- 
tering reception, and I entered Brienne. I 
** was happy ; my ideas b^an to ferment ; I 
** felt a wdut to learn, to know, to push myself 
^^ forward; and I devoured the contents of 
** every, book I coidd procure. In a short time 
** I bedune the theme of universal conversation 
!' at the sdiool : I was admired and envied; I 
** felt a consciousness of my own powers,' and 
enjoyed my superiority. Not that there did 
not already then exist some charitable souls 
-* who endeavoured to embitter my satisfaction. 
** I had, on. arriving at the school, been intro- 
** duced into a room, in which was a portrait of 
the Duke^of Choiseul; and the sight of that 
odious, mao, , who had sold my country, had 
dra,wn £rom me an expression of hatred and 
cCHHt^mpt. This was blasphemy— this Was a 
^* crime sufficient to efface my success ; but I 
allowed malevolence to vent itself, and ap- 
jdied tp. study with redoubled ardour and 
application. I saw what men are, and made 
my profit of the observation." 
1 4th. — Napoleon a little better.— Bath. — Ex- 
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ercise. I followed the Emperor into the garden. 

Did you frequently visit C!orsica," said he, 

whilst you resided in Italy ?" — •* Very seldom, 
" — ** You are at all events acquainted with 
•* the history of Corsica ? You know that I 
•* have written one of that country ?" — ** Yes, 
Sire; I have heard that you have." — " I was 
** then eighteen years old, and ML of fire : the 
*^ struggle was not yet over ; and I was burning 
^ with patriotism and liberty ; republicanism 
^ issued firom eretj pore. I submitted the re- 
** suit of my labour to Raynal,* who approved 
^ of it, praised me, and advised me to print 
** my work. — I listened to his praises, and dis- 
*< regarded his advice ; and I acted wisely ; for 
<< young as I then was, I must have followed 
*^ the beaten track — distorted events, supposed 
** intentions, and lost myself in erroneous 
** views. I was quite a novice, a stranger to 
** the arts of war and of administration, and 

not yet initiated into the secret of ajflfairs ; 

and I probably judged those who had directed 
** them with the same impertinence as I am 
" now judged — Have you read .... But you 
** only read books on physiology ; you know 

* Abbe Raynal, the hutorian. 
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^* Bottiiiig about the liiapsodies which are every 
^* day issued into the world*'' 

The Emperor passed some works in review, 
and reverted again to Corsica, and the friends of 
his infimcy. — ** Do you know Barberi?" — ** The 
son of the President of the Board of Health, 
who conducted the friends of Moltedo and CSit- 
tadella on board the MuironV — *' Precisely. 
^* I one day played him a trick which caused 
*' his appetite to murmur sadly. — It was in the 
*^ year 1793: I had ohtained leave of absence, 
and had come to spend it at Ajaodo. I was 
then only a captain, and foreseeing the war 
<< was likely to be long and severe, I was pre- 
t* paring myself accordingly. I had, therefore, 
^ established my study in the quietest room in 
*' the house — ^in one of the garrets ; I received 
** nobody, seldom went out, and devoted my 
^* whole time to study. One Sunday morning 
'' as I was crossing the Place du M6le I met 
*^ Barberi, who reproached me with my se^ 
'^ clusicMi and never being seen by my friends, 
^' and proix>sed to me to take a walk. I con- 
** sented to accompany him, on condition that 
*^ we should make an aquatic excursion. He 
^^ beckoned to the sailors of a ship, of which he 
" was in part owner : they came, and we em- 
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** barked. My object was to measure the extent 
** of the gulf, and I directedjj them to proceed 
** towards the Reoanto. I seated myself astern, 
^ let out my ball of string, and obtained the re- 
•* suit I wanted. When we got to the Costa we 
climbed to its siunmit : the position was mag* 
nificent ; it is the same upon which the En^n- 
lish afterwards placed a redoubt; it com-* 
manded Ajacdo, and I was desirous of study- 
ing it. Barberi, who took very little interest 
in that kind of researches, urged me to put 
an end to mine. I endeavoured to engage 
his attention, and to gain time ; but hunger 
closed his ears. If I spoke of the extent of 
'< the gul^ he replied, that he had not yet 
^ broken his fast ; if I pointed out the steeple, 
*^ or such and such a house, which I could easily 
" strike with my bombs, * Verywell,* answered 
he; 'but I have just taken exerdse, and a 
good break&st is waiting for me : let us go.' 
** We started at last ; but his friends had been 
tired of waiting for him, and when he ar- 
rived, repast and guests had aU disappeared. 
^* He resolved to be more circumspect in fu-^ 
** ture, and to take good care to observe an- 
** other time the hour at which he should go 
" out on a reconnoitring excursion.'' 
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15th. — I saw the Emperor at nme o'dock 
A.M. and found him in the same state. — Bath 
and exercise. 

16th. — -The Emperor was gloomy, and ap- 
peared uneasy. He questioned me resj^ecdng 
his sufferings, and the symptoms of his disorder. 
I perceived that something preyed upon his 
miad wMch he could not bring himself to ex- 
press ; and I thought I guessed what it was. 
I b^an a discussion about hereditary diseases! 
You 4o not believe in them ?''- — " No, Sire.'* 
The mal-oi^ganisation of a father does not in- 
" fluence the constitution of his children ?'' — ^* If 
such were the case, hump -backed parents 
wouM only produce hump-bads:ed children; 
and the progeny of ricketty individuals would 
be ricketty in thar turn : and yet we see 
every day the finest men qiring from sources the 
most in-favoured by nature.** — *' That doctrine 
** is, however, admitted in all the schools.^ — 
** No, Sire : there exists none that does not 
now disown it." — " What ! the schools in Eng- 
** land also ?" — ^ Also, Sire. Hunter, one of the 
greatest physicians England has produced, was 
the first to combat that theory; and all the 
schools have adopts his ideas on the sulgect." 
— ** And yet the professional men who are here^ 
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<< endeavour to give curreticy to a contnu*y 
** (pinion. Do they* perhiaps^ derive their 
" medical inspirations from Hudson ?" — "I 
cannot pretend to say, Sire; but they cannot 
possibly believe in the transmission of diseases ; 
the utmost they ca& do is to admit the tcanls- 
mission of a certain aptitude to contract them." 
— ** Ah ! but neither Sngland nor myself have 
** any thing to do with their connexion." And 
he began to relate the details of the disorder of 
whidi his feUia' had died. 

''He was ill when he set off from Corsica, and 
** change of air had not done him any good. 
'' He suffered^ grew thin, and could not digest 
'' what be ate ; and fincBng no benefit to com-> 
*^ pensate for absence* he became desirous of 
'Vseemg his famUy again. H^ started, andgot 
^' as fH* as Montpellier : but suddenly the com* 
'' plaint took a serious turn ; he was attacked 
'' by constant vomiting, and nothing passed 
'' through or remained on his stomadi. He 
consulted physicians, and gorged himself with 
medidaes, .without deriving the least benefit 
'' from either. At last he was advised to &1* 
low a certain diet, and to eat juicy pears ; 
and he returned to Paris, where they are mol^ 
common and of a better quality. He ate 
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** a great quantity of them, and took a great 
'^ deal of exercise, and got well again. He 
** was fresh and active, and his complexion was 
** that of a man likely to live two hundred 
years. Unfortunately, however, the principle 
of the disorder was not extirpated : this was 
only a reprieve ; the disease had only halted, 
^' and it soon resumed its course with increased 
*^ violence. My father had not been many 
*^ months in Corsica before he found himself 
** worse than before. The faculty had once 
** saved his life, and he thought they might 
^* save it again ; be therefore took Joseph with 
^* him, and set out for Montpellier : but his 
'* hour was come ; all medicines proved unavail- 
** ing, and he died. It was djdng very young, 
** for he was only thirty-eight years old. His 
*^ complaint had appeared singuhir ; he was 
** <^ned, and it was found that he had a 
** scirrhMis in the pylorus. You do not think 
** that kind of affection can be transmitted with 
** the principle of life ?" — ** Noj Sire ; diseases 
no more pass from father to son than inclina- 
tions and talents ; the difference in whidi is 
not contested by any body.** — "It is true 
*' that my £ather and myself are very unlike 
" each odier in many respects. He was fond 
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of spiritaoiis liquors — I cannot bear them : 
he loved good living — ^my stomach will not 
allow the slightest excess. Hie smallest piece 
of bread, or a drop of water, above the usual 
quantity, is immediately thrown up : and ob- 
serve the sagacity of Nature — she stops when 
** the superabundant portion has been rejected. 
My father was, however, a man endowed with 
courage and penetration ; he cultivated poe- 
** try, was eloquent, and would have shone if 
** he had lived. 

I was entirely ignorant of his situation and 
his sufferings, and was quietly pursuing my 
^* studies, whilst he was stru^ling against the 
^^ violence of a painful agony. He asked for me, 
** called for me, and in his delirium invoked 
** the assistance of my great sword : but I was 
** too &r from him ; he died, and I had not the 
consolation to dose his eyes : this sad duty 
was reserved for Joseph, who acquitted him- 
^ self of it with all the zeal of an affectionate 
*^ son. A circumstance connected with this 
** melancholy event struck me very forcibly : — 
** my father, who was far from being religiously 
** inclined, and who had even composed some 
** anti*religiou8 poetry, no sooner saw the grave 
^* half-opened, than he became passionately fond 
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^ of priests ! He wished for them — called for 
*' them ; there were not priests enough in 
*' Montpellier to satisfy him. A change so sud- 
•* den, and whidi, however, occurs in the case 
of every incfividual labouring under a serious 
illness, can only be accounted for by the 
** disorder into which the disease throws the 
^* human frame. — The organs become Uunted, 
*^ their redaction ceases, the moral faculties are 
^ shaken ; the head is gone, and thence the 
^ desire for confession, brefuusesy* and all the 
^ fine things, without v^ich, it seems, we can- 
** not die. But see man in the plenitude of 
^ his powers : see those cdmnns ready to march 
** on the field of battle ; the drum beats the 
charge — ^they rush forward — the cannon roars 
— ^they fall ; and priests and confession are out 
** of the question." 

17th- — Same state of health.-^-Same pre- 
scription. 

The Emperor was pre-occupied and thought- 
ftd, and I was endeavouring to divine the cause 
of his anxiety, when I saw my anatomical work 
half open before him. This circumstance was 
decisive. I had guessed rightly : Napoleon 

* A term of the Catholic churchy corresponding to our 
'* Let us pray." 
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dreaded being attacked with the disease which 
had killed his father. He dared not avow Ms 
fears ; and consulted books, to obtain from them- 
that information which he would not ask of 
men. I would have given the world to dissi- 
pate those vain alanns ; but I had learnt by" 
experience not to promote confidential commu- 
nications, and I avoided opening a discussion 
which would have wounded his feelings. He 
was silent; and having planned a botanical 
excursion, I was going to retire. ^^ No," said he, 
** stay; I recollect what you said to me, and 
" hav^ a few questions to ask you. You are' 
** continually speaking of air, of the liver :* 
** what action do those two bodies exercise one 
" upon the other? How is it that that action 
^^ which is mortal here on this rock is beneficial 
" elsewhere ?" — "It is not known, Sire." — 
" How ! it is not known what in an aarifi3rm 
" fluid wounds such or such an argsai ?'%^" No 
more than it is known what constitutes pes- 
tilence, what produces the difference between 
a pure and an impure air." — ** Has no attempt 
" been made to isolate that fatal principle ?** — ' 
** The attempt has been made, but in vain : it 
is too subtile ; and escapes from every pro- 
cess science has hitherto been able to devise.". 
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— " But the atmosi^ere that sunrounds an 
**. individual infected with the plague, cannot 
<< offer the same dements of composition as 
« that of a healthy individual/' — •• I should 
think not ; bat I do not believe there are many 
chemists who would be tempted to analyse 
such an atmosphere/' — •* Why not ? There id 
^ the courage of the laboratory as weU as that 
^* of the field of battle ; besides, what a differ- 
ence in the results ! Do you not think that 
the glory of putting an end to this dreadful 
^ scourge, or of having attempted to do so, 
^ wotild counterbalance the danger df the ex- 
periment? — But to return to our subject, 
^ what .are the Ainctions of the liver, its alcH;ion, 
** and structure ?" — I explained them to him. 
Very wefl^'* said he, when I had done ; " your 
method appears to me new and correct ; you 
*^ simplify the human frame, which is really 
comjdex enough not to want the super-addi- 
tions of tlie phjTSiologists : but whence does it 
ariae. that your doctrines are so unlike what is 
found in the works that exist on the subject ? 
^* Is, then, France behind-hand in that respect ? 
« Paris less advanced than Florence ?" — ** Mas- 
cagni has given such an impulse to science, that 
he has left all diose who cultivate it far behind 
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him : there are only a few men in' France, in 

Germany *' — ** In Germany ! who are they, 

** pray ? Is Doctor Frank one of them ?" — I 
shared the general opinion respecting the skill 
of that celebrated practitioner, and therefore 
immediately replied that he was a very clever 
man. ** Clever indeed ! I had a proof of his 
** talents the last time I was at Vienna. A 
slight eruption had broken out on the back 
of my neck ; it was a mere trifle, but my 
suite were uneasy about it, and ui^ged me 
to see a physician whose merit was so much 
" extolled. I consented, and Frank was sent 
** for. He found that I was attacked with 
** a malignant scurfy affection — a serious com- 
^' plaint. I was to undei^o a preparatory 
^ treatment, take medicines ; in short, there 
** was no end to all I was to do. I sent for 
** Corvisart, and that circumstance was qiiite 
** enough to revive past hopes. I was ill, in 
" bed, mad : every one told his own story, 
*^ made his own conjecture ; agitation already 
" began to manifest itself every where. The 
^ physician,, whose uneasiness was increased by 
** all that he heard and saw, made the utmost 
*^ haste, and did not stop until he got to 
** Schoenbrunn. He expected to find me dying. 
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** and his surprise was extreme when he was 
^* told that I was passing a review. I came iii, 
^ and his arrival was announced to me, I 
** laughed at his astonishment. * Well, Corvi- 
** S9xt, what news ? what is said at Paris ? Do 
you know that they maintain here that I am 
very iU ? I have a slight eruption, and a slight 
pain in my head, and Doctor Frank pretends 
^ that I am labouring under a scurfy affection, 
^^ which requires a long and serious treatment ; 
** what do you think about it ?* I had taken 
" off my cravat : Corvisart examined ray neck. 
^* * Ah, Sire ! to make me come from such n 
** distance to prescribe a bUster, which the 
last of physicians might have done as well as 
myself. Frank is dreaming ; you are perfectly 
" well : this eruption is merely the remains of 
** a former one that was not well cured, and will 
not resist four days* blistering.' Corvisart 
was right; it disappeared as he had said^ 
** and never returned. * You see. Sire,* said 
** he, as he was dressing the wound for the last 
** time, * all the dreadful diseases which this 
German had threatened you with, are reduced 
to this.' He went to pay a visit to Frank, 
thanked him, not very graciously, for the 
rapid journey he had occasioned him, and 
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^ set off again for Paris. His return calmed the 
** agitation that had prevailed ; it shewed that 
^ I was not jet near my end. There is a time 
•• for every thing." T%e Empeijor here changed 
the conversation, and passed in review the in- 
trigues which distui*bed Germany at that pe- 
riod. He spoke of Schill, of Domberg, of the 
Queen of Prussia. The plan^ he said, was vast 
and well conceived; but hesitation; Inirry, 
and a want of unity, prevailed in its esecn- 
tion. Wagram occurred, and it became ne- 
cessary to postpone the game to some ftiture 
period. It was the first time I heard of these 
plotsi and intrigues, and I could neither under- 
stand their secret springs nor their ensemble. 
I therefore tried to turn the conversation, and 
mentioned the name of Muller. On hearing' it. 
Napoleon expressed himself in the kindest terms 
respecting that celebrated man, and expatiated 
on his talents. He was short, thin, ill-favoured, 
and mean-looking : but this wretched exterior, 
and the ugliest features imaginable, concealed 
the most comprehensive mind ever possessed 
by man. He was introduced to the Emperor 
after the battle of Jena ; aqd being supposed to 
be the author of the manifesto. Napoleon ad^ 
dtessed to him some jocular observations on the 
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subject. "^ I, Sire T said MuDer, '' the author 
of the manifesto against you! Your Majesty 
must have a very poor opinion of mej" — " I 
^ q)ent a few hours in conversation with him/' 
added Napoleon; ''his views were profound 
^ and his ideas vast and elevated. I put him 
^ at the head of the foreign affairs of West*- 
^ phaUa ; but Jerome, who had placed his con- 
** fidence elsewhere, superseded him, and gave 
'* him a situation for which he was quite unfif^ 
From MuUer Napoleon proceeded to Goethe 
and Widand, and passed the hi^est encomium 
upon those two cdebrated characters. I re* 
minded him of the conversation he had had 
with the last, mentioned. ** You have heard of 
^ it ?" — ** Yes, Sire ; it has been circulated 
every where throughout Germany, and I took 
a copy of it at Frankfort." The Emperor ex- 
pressed a wish to see it, and I delivered it to 
him. It was as follows : — 

'* I had not been many minutes in the 
drawing-room, (it is Wieland who speaks), 
when Napoleon crossed it to come towards us. 
The Duchess of Weimar introduced me to him 
with the usual ceremonies. He addressed him- 
self to me in the most affable manner, uttering 
some flattering expressions in my praise, and 
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lookii^ stead&sdy at me at the same time« 
Few men have appeared to me to possess^ in 
the degree he does, the facultj of reading the 
thoughts of another at the first glance. He 
immediately guessed that, notwithstanding mj 
&me, I was simple and unaffected ; and as he 
seemed deshrous of producing a faToiirabie im- 
pression upon my mind, he had assumed the 
tone the best calculated to attain that end. 
I have never seen a man apparently more calm, 
or milder, or who displayed less pretensions. 
Nothing in him betrayed the sentiment of con* 
sdousness of his power as a great mdnarch. 
He spoke to me as an old acquaintance would 
speak to his equal ; and what was most extra- 
ordinary for him, he conversed exclusively with 
me an hour and a half, to the great surprise c^ 
all present. At last, it being nearly twelve 
o'clock, I b^an to feel that it was not jwoper 
to occupy so much of his time, and I took the 
Uberty of asking his Majesty's permission to 
withdraw. ' Well, go !' said he, in the most 
friendly tone, ^ good night !' 

'^The following are the most remarkable 
parts of our conversation. The tragedy that had 
just been represented having led us to speak of 
Julius Caesar, Napoleon said, that he was one of 
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the greatest men named in history^ and that he 
would have been the greatest of all» but Sx the 
&ult he committed. I was going to ask him 
to what fiiult he alluded^ when, appealing to 
read in my eyes the question I was about, to 
put» he added: /Caesar knew the men that 
were plotting to get rid of him ; he, therefore, 
ought to have got rid of them/ If Napo- 
leon had been able to see what was then pass* 
ing in my mind, he would have read that he 
would never be accused of committing sudi a 
fault/' 

The Emperor paused awhile, {Mronoonced a 
jSsw words, and continued to read. ^'From 
Csesar the conversation turned upon the Ro- 
mans, and Napoleon warmly eul(^ised thdr 
political and military system. The Greeks, on 
the contrary, did not appear to rank high in 
his estimation. ' The eternal quarrels of their 
petty republics,' said he, * were not calculated 
to produce any thing great; whilst the Ro- 
mans, on the contrary, always aimed at great 
things, and thus raised that colossus which 
traversed the world.' I pleaded in &vour c{ 
the fine arts and literature of the Greeks; 
but he treated them with contempt, and said 
that they only served in their hands to fo- 
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flieiit dissengioiis. He preferred Ossiaa to 
Homer ; he onljr relbhed poetry of a sublime 
oast, writers posses^ng energy and pathos, and, 
above all, tragic poets. He spoke of Ariosto 
in the same terms as the Cardinal Hyppolite 
t>'£ste, not perceiving that he thereby paid me 
a very ungracious compliment He seemed to 
have no taste for lively and. humorous compo^ 
sitions; and, in spite d the flattering affability 
of his manners,, the thou^t occurred to me 
move tiiaxi once, that he i^ipeared to be made 
of bronze. 

'^ Napoleon had so completely divested me of 
all feetmg of restraint, that I adced him* how 
it had happened that pubBc workup, which he 
had restored in France, had not become more 
philosophical^ and more in harmony with the 
spirit of the times ? ' My dear Wieland,' an- 
swered he, * religion is not made for philoso^ 
phers ; they neither believe in me, nor in my 
priests : and as for those who do believe, it is 
impossible to give them, or to leave them, too 
much of the marvellous. If I were to make 
ardigion for philosophers, it would be quite 
the reverse of that professed by the credu- 

lows."' **That is just like them," said 

Napoleon, as he gave me back the document ; 
^^ blaming, discoursing, pronouncing with that 
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^ langhaUe aararance iHbidi dbaMctecises these 
men of theory. . I receiTed the priests, be- 
cause it was necessarjy to Tendcar the Revola* 
'^ tioh popular, to oonsecrate the republic, and 
make them preach up those very dogmas re- 
specting which they had alarmed the peo- 
^ pie's conscience. They had been foolishly 
^ exduded from the nation, and thus reduced 
*' to oppose doctrines which they had at first 
^ adopted. I reconcSed them with those doc- 
** trines, and they desired no better. I knew, 
besides, by experience, what a poweiful lever 
they hold in their hands. It was in vain that 
•< I conquered in Italy, and dispersed the armies 
** opposed to me ; the least reverse sufficed to 
^ render problemiartacal, once more, what the 
^ fake of arms had decided. The Austrians 
** would then come forward, and the Pope join 
^ them ; the f<»ner supplyii^ troops, the latter 
fimatidsm, and their soldyuers, predictions, 
and miracles, produced an effect which stag- 
** gered even our own partisans. I was 
^* mudi struck with the impression made 
** upon the Bolognese, by the withholding of 
'^ some ' benedictions which were lavished on 
** the inhabitants of Lugo^ and I b^an to treat 
^ with the Pope. The Directory did not relish 
^* this negodation ; they wished to upset the 
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iiii^ and attadc Naples, Genoa, and Venice, 
and mnnidpalize Enrope. I refused to lend 
myscdf to these extravagant plans, and did not 
conceal it. * The prestige of our power is va- 
nishing, the enemy now reckons our numbers,' 
said I to the President: * it is indispensably 
necessary that you should take into consi- 
deration the situation of the army, and should 
adopt a system calculated to insure you 
^ friends, as well amojigst the princes as 
^* amongst the people. Diminish the number 
^^ of your enemies. The influence of Rome is 
<< incalculable : it was wrong to break with 
that power ; she derives advantages from our 
rupture. Had I been consulted, I should 
have delayed the u^ociation as I have de- 
layed that of Genoa and Venice. Each thing 
'^ has its turn. In the mean time send me 
'' troops, if you wish, I do not say to upset 
" thrones, but to preserve Italy.* — All that 
'^ was, however, so ill conducted, that it was 
^ enough to excite compassion. Since it had 
^' been resolved not to conclude with Rome, it 
** was necessary, at least, to wait until she had 
<< fulfilled the conditions of the armistice ; we 
<< should then have had the five millions which 
'* the Pope was paying, to balance the amount 
** of the contributions I had imposed upon him, 
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^^ and a part of which was abeady at Rimini. 
*' Instead of obliging him to decide upon every 
*' article of the treaty, and allowing time for 
*^ the arrival at Bidogna of a corps of troops, 
'* the strength of which would have been mag- 
** nified by report, the whole treaty was shewn 
** to him at once, and at the moment the army 
** was engaged in the passes of the Tyrol. 
*' This ill-advised measure very nearly cost ns 
ten millions in supplies, and the chefs^cmvre 
of Italy, which a delay of a few da3rs would 
'^ have secured to us. But I repaired these 
errors; I drove back the Austrians; Maury 
calmed the preachers whom he had excited, 
** and we escaped from the seditions prepared 
^* against us." The Emperor spoke at length 
about the system of conciliation which he had 
adopted from that moment, and of the repug- 
nance and the obstacles opposed to him by his 
friends, his relations, and even his aides-de-camp. 
The following letter will give some idea of the 
aversion with which he was surrounded, and of 
all the fears and forebodings over which he had 
to triumph. 

** Your letter, my dear Lannes, has refreshed 
my blood, and never, I confess, did I stand so 
much in need of consolation. I cannot con- 
template without terror that host of emigrants 
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thirstang after vengeance, who surrotmd the 
Goveramenty and seize upon the patrimony of 
the Republicans. Let Bonaparte not deceive 
himself: these men who have at first considered 
their return as a £Eivour, will soon look upon it 
as an act of necessity; their pretensions will 
rUe i. ^..portio. Jo^y gJZ.^ ».d 
they will in the end renew their plots and ma. 
diinationsy if, indeed, those plots have ever 
been interrupted. A frightful alternative, then, 
presents itself, — either the Government will 
adopt violait measures, whidi will tend to ren- 
der it odious, or it will be overthrown. The 
only way to escape from such a fate, to save 
France, and to gain immortal fiune, is, as I have 
told Bonaparte a hundred tunes, to call around 
him men who have sincerely the interest of 
thefar country at heart What can he expect 
from those political cameleons, who, under ev^ 
new circumstiEince, have assumed a new mask ; 
who are as contemptible by the mutability of 
their opinions, as by the baseness of their cha- 
racter ; who have been the flatterers of power in 
whatever hands it was placed ; who have shared 
in ^ the crimes, fomented all the excesses, and 
aggravated all the misfortunes, of the Revolution ? 
Republicans are the only men he can unalterably 



OF NAPOLEON. 265 

attach to binise)f» and it is easy to see why ; 
the Royalists wiU ever r^ret their distincdons^ 
their privileges, their riches; places and in- 
fluence wiU never console th^m for the absence 
of their: idol, and they wiU only accept them. in 
order] to be enabled to rebuild its altars. The 
Republicans^ on the contrary, no longer consider 
that they possess the r^ht to exact any thing; 
luid they will be grateful for the good drae ta 
them, dnd even for the evil which will not he 
inflicted upon them. Let no fears be entertain* 
ed with respect to old demagogue dreams; they 
have vanished. Let talents, |trdHty, and even 
fortune, be required of men holding pubHc si- 
tuations ; I can see no obgedtum to it: but let 
nothing be exdusive; for, notwithstanding the 
fine arguments <tf our metaphysicians, the first 
merit of a man towards a Govemmait is de» 
votedness to it. 

^^ The fate of our country, xuy dear Lannes, 
now depeqds upon the stability of the ord^ 
established; but the truth of this proposition, 
which for us bears the character of evidence, is 
not yet gaierally felt. Every letter I .receive 
from the interior informs me that there eidst 
seeds of discontent, and that mistrust and 
anxiety prevail to a considerable extent. The 
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anny also does not view quietly certain ap^ 
pointmeats. Tlie name of Bonaparte alone 
still niaJntains confidence ; but let him answer 
this question: If the First Consul were not 
preset to restrain the excesses of passions, 
what would become of the State ? And who 
can warrant the duration of his existence ? It 
is therefore necessary to raise up a rampart 
independent of that existence, and suffidentlj 
strong to oppose disorders, the bare idea of 
which makes one shudder ; and such a rampart 
will be raised when public situations shall be 
filled by staunch patriots. Never cease, my 
dear frieaid, to repeat these truths; and, since his 
ear is still accessible to the accents of candour, 
use the influence your integrity and your friend- 
dtip for him give you, to induce bint to be- 
ware of those perfidious beings who only flatter 
him to kill him, Bonaparte is the man of our 
country : our fote is closely linked with his ; we 
must undeceive him and save him. Yours, 

« O." 

IMx. Found the Emperor's health in the 
same state. — Ordered the same remedies. 

Napoleon was now quite well again. He 
s active and in good spirits, congratulating 
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himself upon having escaped from medicines. 
Patience, he said, was at least as efficacious 
as pills ; and I had some reason to be con- 
vinced of its virtue. I was going to re^Jy, 
but he had hardly said the last words, before 
he was in the next room. I followed him, 
and we went into the garden, where the con- 
versation turned exclusively upon Corsica, the 
years of his childhood, and his relations. His en- 
trance into this world had been as sudden and 
unexpected, as his elevation and his subsequent 
misfortunes. His mother, though near her 
term, had shared^ the fatigues of the war for 
liberty; the celebration of the festival of the 
Assumption occurred, and she thought her 
strength still sufficient to allow her to be pre- 
sent at the solemnization of the day : she was, 
however, mistaken ; for before she could reach 
the church the pains of labour came on. '^ She 
then hastily turned back, got as far as her 
drawing-room, where she deposited me on an 
old carpet. I was called Napoleon — the name 
" which for centuries past was given to the 
second sons of our family, in order to per- 
petuate the remembrance of our connection 
** with a certain Napoleon des Ursins^ celebrated 
''in the records of Italy." In recapitulating the 
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events that had preceded his birth, he admired 
the courage and strength of mind hb mother 
had then displayed, and with which she had 
borne losses and privations of every kind, and 
braved fatigue and danger. " She had the head 
" of a man upon the body of a woman. Such 
* was not the case with the Archdeacon ; he 
" r^retted his goat«, the Genoese, and every 
" thing that was gone. He was, however, a 
" most worthy man ; good, generous, and eo- 
" lightened : he acted the part of a- fetba* . 
" towards us, and retrieved the affairs of our 
" house. Sound in mind, though bed-ridden 
" by infirmities, he suffered no abuse to escape 
" his vigilance. He knew the strength and the 
" number of our cattle, ordered such animal' to 
" be IdUed, such other to be sold or kept, as- 
" signed to each herdsman his lot, and gave 
" each his particular instructions. Our mills, 
" our cellars, our vineyards, ware kept under 
" the same strict r^ulations ; order and abun- 
" dance reigned every where, and our situation 
" had never been more prosperous. The old 
" gentieman was rich, but did not like to part 
" with his cash, and was particularly bent upon 

rsuading us that he did not economize. 

hen I asked him for money, he would 
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answer, * You know very Well " that I. have 
none, and that the expeditions (tf your father 
have not left me any thing.*' At flie same 
** time he authorized me to'sell^a head 6t catde,' 
" or a pipe of wine, and that answered the same 
purpose. We had, however, seen a certain 
** bag, and we were vexed to hear him plead 
poverty with gold pieces in his bed; we 
therefore resolved to play him a trick. Pau- 
** line was then quite a child : we gave her our 
" instructions. She pulled out the bag, and the 
** doubloons rolled about and covered the floor: 
We laughed heartily, whilst the old gentie- 
man was half choked with rage and con- 
fusion. Mamma came, scolded us, and picked 
up the money, which the Archdeacon as- 
sured us did not belong to him. We had our 
own opinions upon that subject, but took 
care not to contradict him. Shortly after this 
** he was taken ill, and was soon at the point of 
** death. We were all standing round his bed, 
** and deploring the loss we were about to 
sustain, when Pesch, suddenly fired with a 
holy zeal, offered to read him the usual 
homilies. The dying man interrupted him, but 
" Pesch took no notice of it, and continued his 
** pious occupation. At last the Archdeacon lost 
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** all patience ; ^ Leave me alone !' said he ; ^ I 
^' have only a few minutes to live, which I wish 
'* to devote to my family.' He then bode us 
^ approach his bed, and gave us some advice 
** and instructions. ' You are the eldest of the 
^ family/ said he to Joseph, * but the head of it 
^ is Napoleon ; recollect that ! ' and he expired, 
*' amidst the tears and lamentations which this 
'* mdancholy spectacle drew from us. 

** Ijett without a guide or protector, my 
^' mother was obliged to take upon herself the 
^ direction of affairs ; and the burthen was not 
*' too much for her strength. She conducted 
** and administered every thing with a degree 
^ of wisdom and sagacity not to be expected 
^' from her sex and age. Ah, Doctor ! what a 
** woman ! where shall we find her equal ?" 

I was listening, and admiring the EmpaK)r's 
redtal, and waiting until he should think of 
himself again and speak to me about his 
health.. This soon occurred. He had not taken 
any exercise for such a length of time that he 
was quite tired, and felt surprised at his lassie 
tude, which was a natural consequence of the 
life he had been leading. ** What am I to do, 
« Doctor?''—" Take exercise."—" Where?"— 
" In the gardens — ^in the fields — in the open 
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air.** — ** What ! in the midst of the red-coats ?" 
— " No, Sire."—" How then ?"— « You must 
dig the ground, turn up the earth, and thus 
escape from inactiyity and insult at the same 
time."—-" Dig the ground ! yes. Doctor^ you are 
** right, I win dig the ground/' We return- 
ed in-doors, the Emperor made his arrange- 
ments, and the next morning he was already 
at work. He named Noveraz, who had been 
accustomed to rural occupations, head-gardener, 
and worked under his directions. His first 
attempts were successfiil; and, desirous that I 
should witness his dexterity, he sent for me. 
" Well, Doctor,'* said he, as I approached, " are 
you satisfied with your patient? is he obedient 
enough?" In saying this, he held up his 
spade, laughed, looked at me, shook his head, 
glancing his eye at what he had done. " This 
** is better than your pills, Dottoraccio; you shall 
** not physic me any more.** He set to worit 
again, but left off after a few minutes. " Thb 
" occupation is too laborious ; I am exhausted. 
My hands conspire with my weakness, they 
pain me ; the remainder another time." And 
he threw down the spade. " You are laugfa- 
** ing,** said he ; " I see the cause of your mer- 
^ riment ; you pity my fair hands. Never mind. 
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^* I have always accustomed my body to bend 
** to my will, and I shall bring it to do so 
** now, and inure it to this exercise." He did 
so, and soon ^^w fond of it. He carried away 
the mould, caused it to be conveyed firom one 
spot to another, and pressed aU Longwood into 
his service. Th<^ ladies, alone, escaped from 
their share of the labour, though not without 
great difficulty, and reluctance on the part of 
the Emperor to refrain from setting them to 
work. He laughed at them, pressed them, 
entreated them, and used every art of per- 
suasion, particularly with Madame Bertrand. 
He assured her that the exercise of gardening 
was more beneficial to health than the medicines 
I was continually prescribing ; that, moreover, 
it formed part of my prescriptions — ^that I had 
ordered it. 

The Emperor urged us, excited us, and 
every thing around us soon assumed a diiOferent 
aspect. Here was an excavation, there a basin 
or a road. We made alleys, grottoes, cascades : 
the appearance of the ground had now some 
life and diversity. We planted willows, oaks, 
peach-trees, to give a little shade round the 
house. — Having completed the ornamental part 
of Our labours, we turned to die useM. We 
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divided the ground, we manured it, and 
sowed it with abundance of beans, peas, and 
every v^etable that grows in the island. The 
Governor heard of our plantations, &c., and 
looked Upon them with a suspicious e je : this 
^*eat movement was ceitainly intended to mask 
some conspiracy, some plot. He hastened to- 
the spot. I was taking my usual walk; he 
saw me, quickened his pace, and came up to 
me. " Is it by your advice that Greneral Bona^ 
parte takes this violent exercise ?" I assented, 
and he shru^ed up his shoulders, pi^testing 
that he could not conceive what we were 
about. ^^ You harass yourselves in tr^splanting 
trees in a soil without himudity, and exposed 
to a burning sun ; it is labour lost, they will 
die — ^not one will grow up." I thanked hds 
Excellency for his kind solicitude, and assured 
him that he entertained too unfavourable, an 
opinion of the country under his command; 
that our young shoots were doing very well, 
and that many were already budding. Sir 
Hudson shook his head and withdrew. I in- 
formed the Emperor of my having met the 
Crovemor, and of our conversation. " The 
" wretch," said he, " envies me every minute 
** tibat he does not embitter. He wishes my 
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*^ death ; he caUs for that moment ; it comes too 
'* slowly to satisfy his imp&tience. But let him 
** be comforted ; this horrtble cUmate is charged 
** with the execution of the crime, and it wiH 
^* fulfil its trust sooner than he expects." 

The activity, of our labours was such, that 
we should soon, at the rate we were going on, 
have dug the island all over, — and we had but 
a small fraction of it. Napoleon, perceiving 
that we should come too soon to the end of otur 
task, slackened our exertions, and I remained 
alone with him to finish the sowing. I broke 
the furrows, he threw the seed and covered it 
over, arguing at the same time, or relating 
some anecdote, and only stopping now and 
then for a joke« One day, as he was arranging 
a bed of French beans, he perceived some small 
roots, and began a dissertation upon the pheno- 
mena of v^etation. He analysed them, and 
descanted upon them with his usual sagacity, 
drawing from them the conclusion of the ex- 
istence of a Superior Being who presicfes over 
the wonders of Nature. " You do not believe 
'' in all that. Doctor ; you physicians are above 
" those weaknesses. Tell me, you who are 
so well acquainted with the human frame, 
who have searched it in aU its turnings and 
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<« windings, have you ever met with the soul 
** under your scfdpel? Where does the soul 
*• reside ? in what organ ?" I hesitated to an- 
swer. " Come, be sincere ; there is not a phy- 
** sician that believes in God, is there ?** — *^ No, 
8ire, they are seduced by the example; they 
imitate mathematicians." — ^* How so? Mathe- 

** matidans are in general reli^ous How- 

^ ever, your recrimination reminds me of a sin- 
gular expression used by one of them. I was 

conversing with L ; and, congratulating 

him upon a new work he had just puUished, 
'* I asked him how it happened that the name 
^' of Crod, so often used in the works of La- 
^' grange, had never once occurred in his. * It 
'* is,' answered he, ' because I have not found it 
" necessary to have recourse to that hypo- 
** thesis.'" I employed anecdote in my turn, 
and quoted Lalande and a few othei's; but 
he still persevered in his opinion : we w^, 
generally speaking, Atheists ; and moreover^ as 
deficient in courage as in faith, we were fright- 
ened out of our wits as soon as the cannon 
b^an to roar ; the sight of a field of battle 
disconcerted the most skilful of us, and it was 
onfy by dint of time and habit that we ac- 
quired the confidence necessary to enable us to 
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perfonn our operations. He had often tihiou^t 
how to obviate this disorder ; aad he had wish- 
ed tliat no medical man mi^t be allowed to 
practi^, or to solicit patronage or protection^ 
until he had served in one or two cam- 
pai^s. Had he known me, he would have 
obliged ine also to pass first through that 
ordeal. This discussion led him to speak of some 
of his expeditions; and he rendered ample 
justice to the services of the officers of the 
military suigical department, praised their zeal, 
their activity, and extolled the firmness and 
perseverance of which they had given proofs 
on several occasions, under circumstances of 
great difficulty. He had, it is true, always 
watched over and encouraged that department> 
and had even in some cases himself taken cwre 
to see the prescriptions duly followed. A fever 
committed great ravages amongst the troops 
that were besi^ing Mantua, and the exhausted 
soldiers sinking under the disease, refused the 
assistance o£ the medical men. The general 
hastened to the spot, threw bark into the casks 
of wine, and distributed this infusion with his 
own hand to the different corps as they defiled 
before him. The care and anxiety of their ge- 
neral revived the courage of the soldiers — they 
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submitted to the use of the medidiiey and found 
themselves better. Still, it was only when 
this kind of contagion had entirely disappeared, 
that' he ceased to watch in person over the 
health of the troops. In Egypt he had done 
more : every means calculated to prevent die 
occurrence of disease, or to limit its duration, 
had been inquired into, settled, and r^ulated 
by himself. Baths, cleanliness, and other mea* 
suies conducive to health, were the constant 
subjects of his orders of the day. He had even 
determined the posts of Boulac, and the limits 
beyond which the convalescents were not to pass. 
*^ The gardens are spacious enough; there let 
'^ them walk without going out of them, lest a 
^* popular commotion or a reverse should expose 
" them to the dagger of the Turks." In Syria, 
the sick and the wounded were the unceasing 
objects of his solicitude. He caused hospitals 
to be established at Jaffa, Ramleh, ScheflGuner ; 
and nothing could equal Ids grief when he 
heard that a wretch had employed, cm a private 
speculation, the camels appointed for the trans- 
pcNTt of medicines. He was going to have the 
guilty individual tried and shot ; in diort, there 
was no punishment sufficiently severe for so in^ 
famous an acUon ; but the corps, to which he 
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belonged would have been disgraced, wkhout 
any relief being afforded to the brave wounded ; 
and he therefore spared the wretch's life, and 
dismissed him from the service. '^ St. Jean 
d'Acre received reinforcements; we sustained 
losses, and were obliged to raise the siege of the 
place. The first thing to be done under these 
circumstances was to remove the wounded : 
on this occasion the anxiety of the General 
was c particularly con3picuous.'' — But lam not 
relating what I have heard, I am quoting what I 
have read, and shall not stoop to discuss a base 
calumny. 

'' Camp before Acre, 22d Floreal, Vllth Year 
of the RepubUc, (11th May, 1799.) 

'^TO REAK-ADMIJEIAL P£&R££. 

'^Rear-admiral Gantheaume will give you 
directions how to carry away four or five 
hundred wounded, whom I send to Tentoura, 
and wh(»n it is absolutely necessary that you 
should transport to Alexandria and Damietta. 
Your zeal, your intelligence, and your nautical 
skill, will overcome every obstacle; and you 
and your crews will acquire more glory by this 
action than from the most brilliant engi^ment. 
No cruise will ever have been so useful as yours, 
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and no fngateB will have ever rendered a more 
essential service to the republic than those 
under your command." 

'' Camp before Acre, 37th Floieal, Vllth Year 
of the Republic, (lOth May, 1799.) 

''TO GENEBAL DUQUA. 

''You must have received the battalion of 
the 4th regiment of light infantry, which I 
despatched a fortnight ago, and which must 
have reached Cairo by this time. 

" In three days I shall march to Cairo with 
the whole army; I am only delayed by the 
transport of the wounded, of whom I have six 
or seven hundred. 

" I have carried the principal points within 
the outer enclosure of Acre, but we have not 
thou^t proper to persist in attacking the se- 
cond inclosure, because it would have occasioned 
a loss of too much time and too many men. 

" Cjezzar received, two days ago, a reinforce- 
ment of five or six himdred men, and thirty 
large Greek vessels. This expedition was des- 
tined for Alexandria. 

" Perree has taken two of those vessels, in 
whidi were gunners, bombardiers, miners, and 
several pieces of cannon. 
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'^ Adopt measures to render the navigation* 
of Damietta secure, in order that the wounded 
may pass rapidly into the hospitals of Cairo." 

" Camp before Acre, 27th Floreal, Vllth Year 
of tbe Bepublie, <16tli May^ 1799.) 

** TO ADJUTANT-GENERAL ALMEYRAS. 

^' I am going to send as many wounded as 
I possibly can to Damietta : if the communi*^ 
cations are open, pass them on immediately to 
Cairo, where they will find more comforts. 
The nmnber will be about four or five hundred. 

** It will be necessary to have at Oum- 
Puredge a certain nmnber of boats ready for 
the sick or wounded that may be with us." 

'' Camp before Acre, 27th Floreal, Vlltb Year 

of the Republic, (16th May, 1799.) 
I 

** TO ADJUTANT-GENERAL BOYER. 

" Send the Wounded to Jaffa, or on board 
the firigates : the adjutant-general Leturcq, who 
is at Caiffa, will send you to-morrow a large 
convoy of them. 

** Make arrangements that on the morning 
of the 13th there be neither sick nor wounded 
at Tentoura. Two hundred wounded will be 



OP KAPOLEOK. 271 

sent to-morrow to Tentoura, coming fi^om Mount 
Carmd ; pass them on to Jaffa immediately-. 

** Embark as much of the artiUery, that has 
been sent to jou at Jaffa, as you possiUy can 
without inconveniencing the sick. 

*^ Let me have to-morrow night an exact 
statement of the prisoners sent away, and of 
those remaining. 

^* Let the wounded be informed that the ene- 
my has attempted a sortie, and has lost four 
hundred men, and had nine flags taken from 
him." 

'' Camp before Acre, 27th Floreal, Vllth Year 
of the Republic, (16th May, 1799.) 

" TO ADJUTANT-GENERAL LETUECQ. 

" To-morrow morning march four hundred 
wounded upon Tentoura. Adjutant^eneral 
Boyer informs me that he has this day sent 
four hundred by land, and one hundred and 
fifty by sea. You inform me that you only 
sent one hundred to^lay ; it is therefore possible 
that the frigates might come in, and there be 
no woimded yet arrived for them to take — 
which would be unfortunate ; therefore lose not 
a moment. 



* • * 
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^* Let me have to-morrow, at twelve o'dock, 
a statement of the wounded at Caiffa and Mount 
CarmeL The sick must also be sent off, but 
separately, 

^^ On the evening of the 29th not a single 
sick or wounded must remain «t Caiffa." 

** TO GEN. BERTHIEB, CHIEF OF THE STAFF. 

** Please to give immediate orders for the 
estaUidiment of two hospitals in the village of 
Scheffamer; one for the wounded, tlie other 
for the sick with fever. 

^^ These two hospitals shall be established in 
the castle. To-morrow, at twelve o'clock, all 
the sick and wounded now in the moveable 
hospitals and ' in the camp hospital, and all Ihe 
sick in the camp itself, will be sent to those 
hospitals. 

^* A pharmacy will be established. A com- 
missary, the head of the medical and that of the 
surgical department, and the director of hos- 
pitals, will immediately repair to the village of 
Scheffamer, in order to organize the said hos- 
pitals. 

^* The captain of the dromedaries to be- ap- ^ 
pointed commandant of the village. Its garrison 
vnU be composed of the third battalion of the 
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1 8th, with the exception of the company of 
grenadiers. 

" TO THE COMMISSAR Y-IN-CHIEF DAUEE. 

^^ I have just visited the hospital, and I find 
that boilers and vessels for washing the wounds 
are wanting. 

" The wounded only require barley and 
honey, to make water-gruel, and there is none. 
These unfortunate bemgs, who possess so maay^ 
claims on our compassion, are sufferii^, whikt 
barley and honey are every day sold in the 
camp. 

^^ I desire that you will, as speedily as possi- 
ble, purchase barley, honey, and utensils, which 
are easily procured in the mountains. 

** lint and linen will also soon be wanting; 
order precautionary measures to be taken on 
that head." 

I s^all quote another document : the date on, 
the place in, and the circumstances under which 
it was written, render it one of great value. At 
this distance, painfiil recollections are not che- 
rished — still less revived. I allude to the instruc- 
tions given to the Duke of Treviso, whea Napo- 
leon evacuated Moscow. I have extracted them 
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firom the MenuMrs of one.of his aides-decamp,* 
whoy having made the campaignof Egypt, must 
have been fully acquainted with the particulari- 
ties of the anecdote to which allusion is made 
by the Bmperor in those instructions. 



We passed our time m gardening and con-* 
versing : natural history, medidne, war, politics, 
every thing that fell under the observation, or 
occurred to the memory of the Emperor, be- 
came in turn the subject of our discussions. But 
if the conversation suggested any circumstance 
that recalled to his mind either the Empress or 
his son, he immedtaitdy abandoned every other 
subject^ to talk exclusively of the amiable qua^ 
lities of the one, and the destiny of the other. 
^What a ibrtora state! What msCbrtunes!* 
But he had his father's name, and he would 
possess his fietther's courage ; he would not svffer 
that inheritance to depart fix)m him : and pass- 
ing abruptly to Maria Louisa, as if he feared 
to contemplate the future prospects of the 
duld, he expatiated in the highest terms on 
her goodness, her sweetness of disposition, and 
the uniA;erable affection she bore hinu He 

* General Count Rapp. — See the document in question 
%t page 222 to 226 of his Memoirs. 
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fiitty repaid that affection; and he, perhaps, 
owed his ruin to it. Had he loved her less, he 
should not have written the fatal letter whidi 
fell into the hands of the Allies. He would 
probablj have been followed, and victorious; 
and France would have been saved. Fate de- 
cided otherwise : he abdicated, and the Empress 
was oMiged to retire to Vienna. The repeat- 
ed shocks she had been exposed to produced 
their effect, the health of that princess became 
deranged, and the physidans advised her to 
<kink the waters of Aix, whithor she accord- 
ingly went F , who was also there for 

the same purpose, immediately took the alarm. 
Maria Louisa was accompanied by Madame de 
BrignoUes, Corvisart, and Isabey; and Talma 
had also made his appearance. It was clear, 
therefore, that a conspiracy existed, and that 
the throne was in dai^^ ; and no time ought to 
be lost m reeortmg to every means calculated to 
defeat the {dot. He wrote, be^ed, denounced, 
and stimulated the exertions of both civil and 
miHta:ry authorities. To the former he applied 
for their spies; to the latter to their gen-- 
darmes : every step of the Empress was to him 
a subject of terror. She, however, lived in the 
simplest manner possible ; walking, mixing with 

T 2 
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the c rowdy and ovlj busying herself about the 
fine sites and prospects the country offered, 
dimbing the mountains to obtain a sight of 
them, with the activity natural to her; but she 
listened to the recital of lines recalling our ex- 
ploits ; she cherished the name of her husband, 
she adored her son : aU that was quite enough 

to prevent F and the Duke of C 

from closing their eyes. Another circumstance 
tended to increase their fears. She had received 
some of our soldiers under her protection, and 
collected in that manner about twelve or fifteen 
hundred men : she was going to conquer France. 
Lacronier endeavoured to avert this dire mis- 
fortune : he had some troops and an ordarly 
officer, and he attempted to close the passage 
of St. Jeoire against the Austrian couriers ; but 
Neiperg, incensed at the affront, threatened: 
the gendarmes dared not proceed to further 

extremities, and poor F remained a prey 

to his anxiety. That anxiety was sufficiently 
ridiculous: men, circumstances, events, every 
thing gave him umbrage ; and he was quite in 
despair, on observii^ that the heart of Ma^ 
ria Louisa continued devoted to the interest of 
Napoleon. But the measure of his anguish 
was filled, when he saw that the departure of 
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the Empress, which had been fixed for the 
first of September, did not take place. This 
imexpected delay nearly turned his brain ; he 
could think of nothing but disasters, flight, and 
insurrections. It was evident this departure had 
been retarded by instructions from the island 
of Elba ; not the shadow of a doubt could be 

entertained on that subject. Poor A — , 

beset on all sides by these fears, yielded at last 
to a sentiment he himself had never known; 
True it is, that he was also guided by some mo- 
tives of his own, and that he had grown old. 
This circumstance, however, had the effect of 
restoring to him the activity of his youth ; 
spies, despatches— he found time to attend to 
every thing. He sent to reconnoitre Italy, and 
sought to rally the nation roimd its sovereign 
— ^and what is more, its legitimate sovereign ! 
^' Do you know to what measure he thought of 
^^ having recourse in order to obtain this great 
"result? — to a coronation. On the same 
^ day, and at the same hour, troops, public 
" fanctionaries, the whole population of France, 
" were to repair to their temples, there to pro- 
** claim, what ? — ^their gratitude ! Assiuredly 
" there were ample reasons for feeling the most 
" livdy gratitude ! but was it for the hero of 
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** ' to come fyewaid as the capnchin of that 
^ party ? Ought a man to be thus false to his 
" own glory ? ought he, on the verge of existence^ 
** to tarnish his own fame ? But time wears out 
•* every thing — even personal dignity/' 

Whilst the Emperor was speaidng thus he 
perceived Reade. ** As to that man," said he, 
** he is beyond the readi of time ; I defy it to 
^* make him baser than he is : he is like the 
*^ sted that blunts the edge of the file ; he wad 
** worthy of being yoked with our Calabrian.'' — 
** You flatter him. Sire ; for his productions are 
very indifferent, whereas Sir Hudson's poetry 
b deUgbtfuI." — " What ! is this spy a poet ?" — 
** Yes, Sbe; he writes Latin verse with the same 
elegance as French. He is the Tyrtaeus of the 
Cot-^uTende ! — judge. You had baffled British 
sagacity, taken Malta and Alexandria, and 
threatened the establishments of England on 
the Red Sea : she was trembling for her trade, 
and was arming at Bombay, at Gibraltar, at 
Calcutta, and Admiral Bla]ll|ket had sailed ta 
go and excite the Arabs to revolt. All these 
precautions were, however, insufficient to calm 
the apprehensions of England : she felt that to 
arrest your progress it was necessary to fire 
the whole world, and she went about Europe 
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begging for w^r ; but fincliug that your nam^ 
chilled every coon^, she imagiiied to apread a 
report of your death. Lowe put the news into 
¥ers^ and had it stuck up in Italy. The mor^ 
ceau ran thus : 



€C 



' Bonaparte a ete pris a Alexandrie ; 
n a perdu sa funeste vie. 
Fraii9oi84 trembln 1 
Vous serec goillotinea.' " 



it 



For guillotined, read ii»«4it4it«««iK ; 
every one must speak his own language : but 
" is that all ?" — •" No, Sire ; and here is some- 
thing better : 



4< 



* Angloflnn mms Tirtutem sentit ; fiir> cave ! 
Jam eaim funun dux Bonapars oeddit !' ^ 



'^ So mudi for his poetry ! but what do you 
f* know about his exploits ?" — : " Very little, 
Sire ; affairs of that kind were out of the drde 
of my pursuits, and I did not listen to them with 
wy gi^t degree of attention ; however, as I 
was very much in the world at Florence, and as 
my profession gave me access to every family, 
I could not but collect numberless valuable de* 
tails. One spoke of the intention of the King 
of Sardinia to exasperate the French, in order 
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to obtain the crown of martyrdom ; another 
exposed the plans of the ministers of bis ^ 
▼emment, and the hopes they built upon the 
franc 'Chasseurs. The army commanded by 
Brune had been on the point of being com- 
pletely destroyed. Every prince was to feign 
the existence of insurrections in his dominions, 
to stimulate alarms, and apply for assistance; 
and when our forces would have been scattered 
by these means, Austria was to march^the people 
to fly to arms, and our army, to the last man, was 
to be sacrificed. Arms, ammunition, and men, 
had been procured : every thing was arranged, 
when a lady of the court felt some scruples 
which she confided to her confessor ; the con- 
fessor betrayed ministers, put Brune on his 
guard, and the plot failed. I learnt in the 
same way the intrigues wldch had fi>r such a 
length of time disturbed Liguria, agitated the 
Cisalpine States, and fired Bologna. The ob- 
ject of Beccalozzi was, to be bought by the 
aristocracy ; Lahoz had his own views ; Fene^ 
roli cherished his own chimera : every one in- 
trigued, and entertained the most culpable hopes. 
Sommariva carried on a secret correspondence 
in Lucca ; Porro excited the disaffected of Ge- 
noa ; Zorti those of On^lia : at the moment 
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when a man thoi^ht himself secure of his ex*- 
istence, new wars sprang up, and conquests 
were meditated. The presence of our troops 
checked the views of the ambitious, and they, 
therefore, disposed their measures in conse- 
quence ; they threw difficulties in the way of 
the service, excited the population, encouraged 
every excess ; nothing was seen or heard of but 
insurrections, assassinations and disasters, and 
we were repulsed to the Col-di-Tende. Our 
enemies, seeing that we had ^^perienced re^ 
verses, thought it advisable to endeavour to 
stir up the South to revolt and murder. Eng- 
land dispatched Lowe for that purpose: he 
crept like a malefisictor on the mountains oc- 
cupied by our troops, oi^nized a few obscure 
plots, and hastily fled when he heard of your 
victories.** 

Dec. 17th. — The Emperor had now enjoyed 
upwards of a month of uilinterrupted health. 
His strength had returned; the digestive or- 
gans had resumed their functions ; every thing 
seemed to wear a favourable aspect, when sud- 
denly the disorder again manifested itself, and 
with increased violence. Acute pains of cholic 
— -almost intolerable pain in the liver — every 
symptom of an inflammation in the bowels. — 
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Ordered bathing, ample and ^noUient enemas, 
fomentations of the same nature on the abdo^ 
men, and castor^oiL 

18th. — The pains in the bowels were to-day 
less violent, without, however, ceasing altoge- 
ther, or allowing the patient to repose a single 
instant. A dry and painful cough came on at 
daybreak ; but the use of anodjmes diminished 
its intensity. — Bath. 

19th. — ^The latter part of the day, yester- 
day, the Emperor was tolerably calm. The 
pains in the boweb recommenced again in the 
night, but with less force and frequency; the 
pain in the liver had entirely disappeared. 

20ih.— The Emperor better to-day. He had 
some sleep, and took a bath in the evening* 

21st. — Napoleon much better than yester- 
day. He took a little walk, came in, and had 
a bath. 

^^ h ad beenjg^t^^jmnbling, agreeably to my 
custom, and had strayed a few minutes in the 
park ; and as I came into the house, the Em- 
pcxor had just come out of his bath. '* I 
'* thoui^t," said he, '^ that you were engaged, 
^* entertaining a party of the English physi- 
** cians : have they not been exact to the ap- 
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*• pointed time ?'' — ** No, Sire : they had each 
separately appeared flattered by the mvitation, 
and accepted it with pleasure ; but suddenly 
altering their mind^ th^ have educe sent an 
excuse. I luiow not whether the hand that 
kept them back be not the same that has just 
caused me to be arrested" — "Arrested!" — 
" Yes, Sire. I was quietly returning to my 
hut, when the sentry refiised to allow me to 
pass, and I have been taken to the guard-house. 
It is that which has made me late." The 
Emperor dropped the conversation ; I did not 
dwell upon it, and retired. But these vexa- 
tiMis assumed a character of personality; I 
was again arrested and insulted a few days 
afterwards. Napoleon would no longer allow 
me to endure this treatment. ** Write to the 
*^ Calabrian," said he ; '* let him know the con*- 
tempt that his base malice inspires you with ; 
tdl him that you will leave St Hdena, if he 
persists in this line of conduct. I shall not 
suffer you to be denied the liberty of breath* 
ing the open air— to be expr>sed to die under 
my eyes." I was highly incensed, and had 
soon written the following letter : — 
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'' Longwood, S2d December, 1819. 

" Excellency, 
*' I hope you will excuse me if niy importu- 
nity interrupts your occupations, to coll your 
attention to some circumstances that affect me 
personally. Last night, about seven o'clock, as 
I was returning from a walk in the park, I 
was stopped by the sentry placed near the 
garden-gate ; and having been, during half an 
hour, prevented firom going to my dwelling, 
which was not two hundred yards distant from 
the spot where I was thus detained, I only at 
last recovered my liberty by the interference 
of the sergeant of the guard of Longwood, the 
orderly captain being then absent. In the 
evening of the 19th instant, as I also returned 
from my usual walk, I had already been stop* 
ped in a similar manner by a sentry placed 
on the same ^pot ; but who, much less rigorous 
than his comrade of yesterday evening, suffered 
me to repair to my habitation after a deten- 
tion of a few minutes only. Thus, during the 
short space of three months that I have resided 
in the island, I have been three times arrested. 
Such proceedings appear to me in direct opposi- 
tion with the reiterated proofs and assurances 
your Excellency has kindly given me of your 
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favourable disposition towards me; and they 
assuredly are opposed to the rules of conduct 
laid down for the government of St. Helena — 
ndes which were officially communicated to me 
previously to my departure from Europe, and 
in the propriety of which I did not hesitate 
to believe, since the persons confined here are 
not criminals. I, however, find myself shut 
up in my habitation, as in a cloister, and 
unless I am accompanied by one of your subor- 
dinate officers, I can neither see nor attend 
any body beyond the limits fixed by yourself: 
I am, moreover, perfectly well received in pri- 
vate by my colleagues in my profession ; but in 
public I am shunned, and even rejected by 
them. I am wiUing to believe, that this kind 
of shyness only proceeds firom the deep im- 
pression of terror made on the minds of the 
inhabitants of this island ; nevertheless, my si- 
tuation is most painful and difficult to be 
home ; and but for the motive which in- 
duced me to come here, — ^but for the treatment 
which I have already successfuDy employed 
against the endemic chronic hepatitis under 
which the Emperor Napoleon has long been 
labouring in this variable and dangerous cli- 
mate, I do not hesitate to say, that I should 
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have already requested ymir ExoeUency's per* 
mission to return to my native land* 

*^ Allow me, at least, to request you will 
take into oonsidenition the true state of affairs ; 
the heat of the season, the power of the sun, 
which darts ks rays almost perpendiciilarly 
upon our heads, the effects of which, as prompt 
as they are fatal, are probably not unkmywn to 
your Exodlency. 

** Let me further beg of you to rocollect the 
unhealthy climate we inhabit, and to spare me 
the unpleasantness of beii^ arrested during the 
only hours at which, at this time of the year, 
it is possible to walk out and breathe, at least 
in the park, a pure air, or rather an air less 
injurious ; as I have already been, on two s^ia- 
rate occasions, violently attacked with colics, 
which have confined me sevaral days together 
to my bed, and have been attended with some 
danger. 

*' Lasdy, I entreat your Exoellency to grant 
us that degree of liberty which is not d^ued 
to all honest men— to att aen who cannot 
be accused of even the shadow of crime ; if, 
indeed, tibere exist the possibility of liberty in 
this idband. 

'' Excuse the liberty I have taken of occupy- 
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ing so much of your time, to inform you of tte 
difficulties imder wfaidi I am labouring in the 
exerdae of my profession. 

** I have the honour to be, 
-^Sir, 
'' Your Excellency's most humble 
** and most obedient Servant, 

" F. Antommabchi." 

•* Very well," said the Emperor, " now write 
** also to Hamilton. That minister has bestow- 



ed 



ed praises on your work : he feels an interest 
for you; it is not possible that he should 
" suffer this • « « « « to deny you even the 
** liberty of going to breathe a little air under 
" a leafless tree." 

I followed the Emperor's advice, and wrote. 
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Longwood, 23d Dec. 1819. 

Sir, 

*^ Three months have dapsed since my w* 
rrv^al in this idand, which I had tiie honour of 
announcing to you in anotbar letter. AUow 
me to avail myself of the kmd depositions you 
have manifested in my fiivour, to inform you of 
tihe situation in wMch i find mysdf, in a plaee 
to which I have come of my own aocond. 

*^ I b^n by confessing frankly, that I can- 
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not conceive why attempts are made to didige 
me to consider my condition in the light of 
that of a monk, a hermit, or a slave, since 
habits long since acquired render me totally 
unfit to fulfil the duties which such conditions 
might impose upon me. 

" I find myself in the middle of the ocean, 
in an almost uninhabitable island, and deprived 
of every kind of liberty : what .more have I to 
fear ? . . . . Such, however, is my situation, that, 
although all ray time is devoted to study, and to 
the relief of suffering humanity in this island, 
which nature seems to have stamped with a 
deep impression of melancholy and reprobation, 
I see all its inhabitants shun the neighbourhood 
of Longwood with as much dread as, in eter- 
nity, they might fly from the approach to Hell. 
This terror seems to have taken possession of 
their minds, to the total exclusion of every 
other feeling. My colleagues in my profession 
share the general alarm : they seem to tremUe 
at my aspect ; and, instead of a return of the 
polite manner in which I am in the habit of 
behaving towards them, I only experience from 
them rough deportment and refusals. Nor can 
I well blame them, since they could not possibly 
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come near me, or gay a single word to me, 
witfacmt the certainty that the local authorities 
wonld immediately be ii^formed of it. Tele- 
scopes, pointed towards our habitations, pry e^en 
into our apartments ; and telegraphs, rery dex* 
terously contrived, instantly convey a report ^of 
every thing that takes place in them. If I wish 
to stray beyond the narrow Umits to which we 
are dbrcumscribed, I am obliged to accept the 
company of an agent of the Governor, who is 
ordered to give him a faithAil account of every 
tiling I may do or say in his presence ; so that, 
in order to escape from the danger of his com- 
munitetions, I find myself under the necessity 
of forgoing every kind of relation or social 
intercourse. This is not all : after half^^mst six 
in the afternoon, I am no longer allowed to walk 
even in the jMftrk near my residence ; and what 
is wjpfse, the inhabitants of Longwood, who hap- 
pen to be out after that hour, are not at liberty 
to return home, as it has already happened to 
me three times. Is it possible to conceive a mea- 
sure more absurd, and tjrrannical at the same 
time, particularly in this burning climate ? 

*^ As soon as it is half-past six in the even- 
ing, the limits of Longwood, which" comprise 
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a drde of 9bont thirty Hiees* in eircaiiifereMe» 
are summnded by a gpeat number of sentries ; 
whose express orders are^ not ta aUow any per- 
son either to gio in or c^me ont» and to stc^ 
every one that appears* At nine these sentries 
nanow the eirole they form, and are placed so 
near our halntations, that I cannot leave my 
apartment to go to my laboratory, to Count 
Baixand% or even to the staUes, without bekig 
<»posed to reeeive a thrwt of a bayonet from 
not knowing how to answer properly to the 
diaUenge oi the sddiers, addressed to me in 
a language in which I am not yet conversant. 
In the evening, or at night, when the duties of 
my situation require my attendance on the £m^ 
peroTy as the local distribution of Longwood 
does not adnut of my going through his apart* 
meats, I am obliged to paas before I know not 
how many sentries, who look at me, watch me, 
and do not lose sight of me, until I have reach- 
ed my destination. 

** Such is the faithfol account of my horrible 
situation ; and unless your kind mediation with 
Lord Bathurst should succeed in obtaining fir 
me a sufficient degree of liberty, to enable me 
at least to acquire some scientific notions rela- 

^ A foUe measnres about 6^ English feet. 
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tiYie to thb dismal rdck, 2 kno^ not nrhether 
my TcsigDfttioD will be able to bear^ for a 
grealer length of time, the excess of violence 
to which it 18 expo&ed : but I am fall of OM* 
fidence in jaar powerftd pratectioii ; and Z prfr- 
mime to hope, that yoor generons interferaioe 
will have the effect o£ rendering my residence 
on this island less melancholy and less un- 
pleasant* 

^ Accept the sincere assurance of the pro* 
found respect with which I have the honour 

to be, 

" Your Excellency's 

'^ Most humble and most devoted 

" Servant, 

« F. Antommarchi/' 

I oom]^ned, unable to do any thing better, 
and his Excellency cared little abont my com- 
plaints ; but the Minister had showw himieif 
kindly disposed in my fiivour, and I appMed to 
him : this gave a more serious turn to the ease. 
The Mmits were, therefore, widened, and I could 
lienoefoiih breathe and drcukte freely, and had 
no hmger to Seat being taken to the guard- 
room, or wounded by a tlirust of a barfonet. 
And this was not aU: Hudson added advice 

u2 
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to !tB)ert7, and addressed me a lecture, which I 
really deserved. — I constJEmtly repeated a name 
which he could not hear ; I always spoke o£ 
the E^eror: I should oblige him to refuse 
receiving my letters, and, comequently, to de- 
prive himself of the pleasure of ci»TespDnding 
with me . . -This sc^citude was most aflfecting 
no doubt, but was very ill-bestowed. 

We had made our arrangements to d% a 
basin. The Emperor was dressed in a ^aige 
pair of trowsers and a jacket, with an enor- 
mous hat, made of straw of Bengal, on his 
head, and a kind of sandal to his feet. I 
therefore left this stuff without an answer, and 
followed him, as he proceeded towards a party 
of Chinese, whom he had sent for, . to assist 
us in the completion of our labours. We saw 
them examinipg us, laughing, and becoming less 
noby, as we advanced nearer to them. " What 
" is the matter with them ? what amuses them ? 
" It is, perhaps, my dress ?" — " ProbaWy, Sire, 
they are surpiised to see you dressed as a work- 
man, like themselves." — We had joined them ; 
and they set to work, and continued working 
for some time, until at last mirth prevailed, 
and became so general that it reached the Ent- 
peror himself. — " What is it ? what do they 
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•• say ?" — Not one of us understood the Chi- 
nese ; so that we were unable to answer him. 
It must be my costume that causes their 
mirth ; and it is, indeed, odd enough. But 
with all their laughing they must not be 
" burnt up by the heat^: every one of them 
*^ shall also have a straw-hat, as a present from 
" me." 

The Emperor left us, and bent his steps to- 
wards a clump of trees. We thought he had 
gone for the purpose of seeking a little fresh 
air, when we saw him on horseback, followed 
by his piqueur. He rode up and down foir a 
few minutes, and then, starting suddenly, he 
galloped to Deadwood. Having reached the 
summit of the mountain, he stopped, pointed 
his glass, looked round him, and came back as 
swiftly as he had gone. This simple excursion 
immediately became an affair of state. A 
horseman had been seen, dressed like a Chinese : 
How had he made his appearance? whence 
did he come? what was his business? The 
GJovemor could not possibly make it out. The 
Etoperor, who was highly amused by his fears, 
took it into his head to increase them. For 
that purpose he made Vignali put on a dress 
similar to his own, gave him his hoi*se, hi^ 
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pigueur, and his glass, ordering faim to ride 
fast, and i^pear to be making observations. 
The missionary went, was seen and noticed, 
and the tranquillity of the whole island was 
immediately disturbed. Signals were made; 
Hudson, Gorrequer, Reade — ^atl instantly turned 
out, and proceeded to Longwood. This was a 
conspiracy — an attempt to carry off somebody 
... it was . . . Vignali in disguise. The Go- 
vernor confused, withdrew. I met him as he 
was going away : he came up to me, gave vent 
to his anger, and ended by declaring, that the 
individual who thus laughed at his expense was 
only an usurper. — " No doubt !" was my reply. 
The tone of simplicity with which it was pro- 
nounced deceived Sir Hudson : his eye assumed 
an expression of benevolence towards me, as he 
omtinued to rave and swear, ending once more 
by the astounding statement, that he was an 
usurper, and that I could not deny the fact. — 
** Certainly not," answered I ; 'Mt is a fact of 
which I feel too much ashamed to attempt to 
dif^te its existence." His Excellency, sur- 
prised at this concession on my part, now be« 
came quite gracious, and invited me to speak 
without reserve. I immediately obeyed. " The 
Emperor/' said I, '' (for l)y calling him General 
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you acquit him of one of fais usurpations^ and 
I wisdi to reckon them all,) is loaded with the 
crime of which jou accuse him. At Toulon, 
he usurped the victory, and wickedly snatched 
the torch from the hands of your Eratostratus ; 
he usurped it again at Montenotte, Castiglione, 
Lodi, and on the Tagliamento: he usurped 
our admiration by the rapidity of his triumphs ; 
by revenging, under the walls of Pavia, the 
affront sustained by Francis the First ; by his 
ftunous retreat, when, sacrificing his hopes and 
his artillery, he raised the si^e of Mantua, 
marched, beat the enemy, and taught him that 
a surprise, an advantage, are often only the 
forerunners of a defeat : he usurped it again, 
when, left to himself, deprived of fleets and 
transports, he carried on the war in the midst 
of the deserts, opened canals, searched the sands, 
and cultivated, as he fought, all the arts of 
peace." I was going to continue this catalc^e 
of usurpations ; but I had the awkwardness to 
mention the manner in which some emigrants 
had been cut to pieces at Quiberon, and some 
Russians at the Helder : his ExceUency would 
hear no more. 

I .^turned to the Chinese, whom the Em- 
peror was exciting to work. ** Well ! what did 
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" Hudson say to you ? Is he afraid that I 
** shall some day get wings and fly away^ and 
" escape the grave ?" — " I know not. Sire : I 
was relating to him how you had usurped vic- 
tory and public admiration; the sketch dis- 
pleased him, and he retired." Napoleon was 
very much amused at this new misadventure; 
he laughed, pitied Hudson, and thought he had 
been too much teazed for one day. By de- 
grees the Emperor turned the conversation 
upon the events I had been endeavouring to 
recapitulate to Lowe, repeated some anecdotes 
connected therewith, bestowed praise on some, 
related honourable actions of others. ** Auge- 
*^ reau was skilful and courageous ; he was be- 
** loved by the soldiers, and fortunate in his 
" operations. — Joubert had the genius of war. — 
^* Massena was endowed with a degree of dar- 
** ing confidence and a quickness of conception 
** which I have never seen equalled ; but he 
" was covetous of glory, and would not suffer 
" himself to be deprived of the praises he 
*' thought he had deserved. The bulletins 
" were hastily drawn up ; they were intended 
to satisfy the curiosity of the idle, and some- 
times did not give to every one bis due 
" share of applause. He thought his services 
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** before Mantua had not been properly appre- 
ciated, and he expostulated, and wrote to me 
on the subject. * I have read,' said he, ^ your 
account of the battle of St. Geoige, and of 
^' the affahr of Cerea; and have observed, with 
^Vthe utmost surprise, that you bestow praises 
*^ upon some generals who, far from having 
** contributed to the success of that brilliant 
^* day, have nearly caused the destruction of 
my division destined to the attack ci La Fa- 
vorite, and that you do not say a sin^e word 
*^ about me or Rampon. I have also reason to 
^ complain of your reports of the affairs of 
^^ Lonado and Roveredo, in which you do not 
** render to me the justice I deserve. 

** * These omissions wound my feelings, and 
^* quite dishearten me ; and I shall therefore 
** recal to mind, since I am forced to it, that 
'* the gainii^ of the battle of St. George is due 
*^ to my military dispositions, to my activity, 
^^ coolness, and foresight. 

^^ ^ Through the fault of General Sahuguet, 
" who had not attacked La Favorite, as your 
** orders directed, considerable numbers of the 
^^ enemy had thrown themselves between St. 
'^ George and La Favorite ; and but for the 
^^ order I gave to the intrepid General Rampon, 
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to advance on my right and attack the ene- 
my, my division would have been outflanked, 
'' and the day lost. The brave 32d had to 
maintain a most obstinate combat during four 
hours, and yet you say not a word either of 
^ myself or Rampon, who have both acted the 
** principal parts in that memorable day. 

*^ * Chabran, alone, marched at the head of 
*^ the grenadiers ; he remained there during the 
*^ whole action : Marmont and Lederc only 
<« came up in the midst of the conflict. I have 
** undoubtedly every reason to be satisfied with 
'* the manner in which they behaved ; but their 
** conduct ought not to make us forget what is 
*^ due to Chabran, an officer as intdligent as he 
is bravcp and whom I have long since asked 
you in vain to promote to the rank of briga- 
** dier-general. 

* My letter is written with my accustomed 
candour and loyalty ; and I flatter myself that 
'' by opening my heart to you, I shall induce 
'* you to render justice to myself, and to several 
'^ officers of iny staff.' 

-Laharpe was a man of the same cast: se- 
vere, independent ; prodigal of his life in the 
'* field of battle, but jealous of his share in 
" the victory. He perished by one of those 
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'^ accidents so common during a var. He was 
returning from reconnoitring ; the night was 
dark and tempestuous^ he did not answer 
the challenge oi the sentry, and fell a Tic- 
^^ tim to his eeaL He was a Swias of the 
** Caxkton of Berne, a warm partizan of the new 
order of things, and having been obliged to 
fly, his property had been confiscated. I had 
** the satis&ction of causing it to be restored 
** to his son. The Swiss were in want of grain, 
** and applied for permission to purchase some 
** in Italy ; I granted it, but on condition that 
** the confiscation should be revoked ; and I or- 
^* dered Barthelemy, our ambassador at Bale, 
*^ to see it done. 

I had more trouble with an aide-decamp 
of mine, the brave Colonel Muiron, who was 
** killed at Arcole. He had served from the 
^* very banning of the Revolution in the corps 
'* of artillery, and had particularly distinguish- 
** ed himself at the siege of Toulon, where he 
*^ had been wounded as he entered through an 
*^ embrasure into the celebrated English re- 
** doubt. 

** His father had been arrested on account of 
his being a Jermer-gen^ral. Colonel Muiron 
presented himself before the Convention and 
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** the Revolutionary Committee of his section, 
** covered with the blood he had just shed in 
** defence of his countiy, and succeeded in ob- 
^^ taining his father's liberation. 

" On the occasion of the 13th Vendemiaire, 
** Muiron commanded one of the divisions of 
** artillery which defended the Convention, not- 
withstanding the entreaties of a great num- 
ber of his acquaintances, and of the persons 
composing his society. I asked him whether 
the Government might rely upon him. -^ Yes,' 
** answered he, * I have sworn to maintain the 
Republic; I belong to the armed force, and 
shall obey by obejdng my chiefs. I am, be- 
sides, by principle, an enemy to all Revolu- 
tionists ; and quite as much to those who only 
adopt their maxims. and proceedings, in order 
to re-establish the throne, as to those who 
would bring back that cruel system under 
which my father and my family have so long 
" suffered.' And, in fact, he behaved very 
^^ gallantly, and was extremely useful in that 
*' engagement which saved liberty^ 

** I had selected him to be my aide-de-camp 
** at the commencement of the campaign of 
'^ Italy. He rendered most essential services 
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in almost every action, and died gloriously 
at last, on the field of battle, at Arcole, leav- 
ing a young widow eight months gone with 
"child, 

" In consideration of the services he had 
" rendered in the diffident campaigns of this 
" war, I asked that the name of his mother- 
^* in-law should be erased from the list of emi- 
grants, on which it had been inscribed, 
although she had never left iPrance ; and I 
" claimed the same act of justice in favour of 
" his brother-in-law, whose name had been re- 
" gistered in the fatal list, when he was only 
" fomrteen years old, whUst abroad for his edu- 
" cation." 

From the men who had contributed to his 
victories, the Emperor passed to the considera^ 
tion of the movements and combinations which 
had decided them. These form a series of con- 
ceptions, manoeuvres, and proofs of intrepidity, 
of which no other example is to be found in 
the' annals of history. In three years he had 
conquered all the northern part of Italy; op- 
posed, with about thirty or forty thousand men, 
the greatest efforts of Austria ; and made six 
campaigra. 
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FIBST CAMPAIGN. 



Bonaparte draws General Beaulieu under the 
walls of Genoa, attadcs him on his flanks, out* 
Hanks his right, defeats him at Montenotte, 
marches alternately to D^o and Mondovi, 
drives Beaulieu to Milan, CbBi, Turin ; reduces 
the King of Sardinia to submit, passes the 
bridge of Lodi, takes possession of Lombardy, 
crosses the Mincio, besieges Mantua, and in less 
than two months, from the mountains of Genoa, 
plants his flag on those of Tjrrol, traverses IS7- 
ria, and appears on the confines of Germany. 

The impression of surprise produced aD over 
Europe by these brilliant achievements is not 
yet forgotten. The parties in Prance, and our 
enemies abroad, described this general, twenty- 
six years old, as a rash-headed young man, 
whose very presumption would cause hfa ruin 
and confusion. Subsequent events shewed what 
reliance was to be placed on their predictions. 

SECOND CAMPAIGN. 

The first effect of these signal advant^es 
was to oblige Wurmser to evacuate Alsatia, and 
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cross the Rhine with fortj thoieand men to 
come to the assistance of Tyrol. This geiKnil 
arrives on the Adige with eighty thousand men, 
takes MontebakH penetrates througb the valley 
of Sabia, and reaches Verona and Bresda at Ae 
same time. To this new and formidable enemy 
we ccmld only q>pose thirty thousand men; 
harmg to preserve ovr conquests, and to besie^ 
Mantua, which was on the point of surrender- 
ing, though it contained a garrison of upwards of 
eight thousand men. In this second campaign 
it is that Bonaparte shews himself superior to 
Frederick, who had been in a simikr situation. 
He does not obstinately persist in the siege of 
liantua, as the King of Prussia had done with 
that of Prague ; but supplying the inferiority 
of his numbers by the resources of his great 
genius, and the celerity of his movements, his 
resolutions and his operations follow each other 
with the same rapidity, and entirely disconcert 
the enemy, whq never oould find the French 
army, at daybreak, where he had left it at 
the b^inning of the night. These bold and 
beautiful conceptions were crowned by the 
battles of Lonato and Cast^one ; and Wurm^ 
ser, defeated in spite of his numeraa& ea- 
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valry, returned to the passes of Tyrol^ 

great part of his army in the hands of the 

French. 

In all these movements, which will present 
matter for usefiil meditation to those who fol- 
low the career of arms, Bonaparte shewed that 
very often the best means of defence consists 
in attacking ; and that the art of conducting a 
war on a large scale lies chiefly in being able 
to regain the liberty of option, when it has been 
lost by the first success of the enemy. 

His reputation was now established all over 
Europe ; all the French generals acknowledged 
him as their master, and the old companions of 
Frederick, from that moment, prodaimed him 
to be the hero worthy of bearing the sceptre of 
war, unappropriated since Frederick s death. 



THIRD CAMPAIGN. 

Bonaparte had conquered ; but, having had 
to contend with the greatest difficulties, he 
preserved a lively feeling of resentment. ' He 
recollected that Wurmser had more than onoe 
occupied his head-quarters, and he did not con- 
sider himself sufficiently avenged by the de- 
struction of his plans and of part of his army. 
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He heard that that general had received rein- 
forcements, jand had marched from Tyrol on the 
Brenta. Bonaparte immediately proceeded up 
the Adige towards Roveredo, defeated half the 
Austrian army, advanced towards Lavis, made 
a feint to mareh on Inspruck, and suddenly 
extended his operations along the Brenta. The 
dispositions of the Austrians were useless — ^he 
triumphed over every obstacle. 

Bonaparte attacked and defeated the enemy, 
pursued him closely, and drove him on the 
Adige, which he crossed before him. Wurmser 
was on the point of laying down his. arms, but 
one of those chances which baffle all calcula^ 
tions enabled him to effect his retreat, and he 
went and shut himself up in Mantua, with ten 
thousand cavalry, several regiments of cui- 
rassiers, his staff and baggage. 

The execution of these movements was so 
rapid, and the defeat so complete, that Austria 
was not apprised of diese disasters, until she 
he^rd by public report that she no longer had 
an army of Italy, that her frontiers were quite 
unprotected, and her general shut up in the 
only place that remained in his possession. 

It is easy to observe that in these bold 
manoeuvres Bonaparte had not left any thing 

VOL. I. X 
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to ohaaee; and although his marolies at £ist 
view excite surprise* it is sood peroehred that 
a retreat is s6Qured» and the measures to be 
adapted in case of a reverse decided upon. 
Military men will notice, with a deep interest, 
the nmnerous and frequent points of lesem- 
Uance between this campaign and that of die 
army of reserve. In both they will find Bom-- 
parte manceuvring upon the enemy's line of ope»> 
rations, fdacing himself between the csaemy's 
troops and his magazines, intercepting his re- 
treat, and deciding at one blow the fiite of a 
whole army. 



FOURTH CAMPAIGN. 

It will be ea»ly conceived how much the 
Court of Vienna must have felt irritated by 
these repeated reverses. Austrm was aware 
that Bonaparte had only a handful of men, and 
she resolved to try her utmost to liberate her 
blockaded Field-marshal and save Mantua. 
Alvinzi was sent for that purpose at the head 
of a formidable army. Fifty thousand men 
marched through Friuli, and twenty tiiou- 
sand through Tyrol. We could not oppose 
so great. a force, and finding it impossible to 
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YMrty or to preserve a range of oountry so «x* 
tensive, the Frencli general only endeavoined 
at first to check the movemeikts of the enemy 
by Taricus corps of obsenration trhich he posted 
on the BteMitL Alvinzi farced these cotpBf 
passed the Pkra^ and Bonaparte was obliged to 
tractiato the whole tract of country comprised 
between the Brenta and the Adige. At CaldeTd 
he endeavoured to resume the offennve, but his 
efforts were unsuccessful; and he besides re*- 
eeived information that some of the enemy's 
dividons occupied the right heaak of the river^ 
and had already reached Rivoli. 

Italy now appeared irretrievaUy lost» and 
the raising of the siege of Mantua inevitable* 
The army was mustered at Verona, and was 
found to consist of only fifteen thousand men 
capable of bearing arms. These defiled in the 
dark of the evening ; and every one thought we 
were continuing to effect our retreat, but this 
was not the case. The troops were ordered to 
move on the Adige, whidi they crossed at two 
o'clock in the immiingt and Bonaparte gave the 
celebrated battle <^ Arcde. Although the diief 
object he had in view had failed firom the com* 
mencement of the action, this skilfiil manoeuvre 
procured him the advantage of fordng the 

x2 
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enemy to evacuate the fine position of Caldero, 
and driving him amongst the marshes, where 
he was compelled to fight upon the dykes; by 
which means the advantage of the superiority 
of his numbers was greatly diminished. His 
divisions, beaten one after the other, and dilcou- 
raged, fled from the field of battle, and threw 
themselves in disorder behind the Brenta. 

Bonaparte having constantly rallied victory 
round our standard, the public, who frequently 
judge only by results, have perhaps thought that 
all his plans had constantly been successfiiL 
Such a supposition would be very erroneous: 
the best-concerted measures have often turned 
against him ; but nobody was more prompt or 
more skilful in substituting others in place of 
those that had failed, and in obliging fortune 
again to become favourable. 



FIFTH CAMPAIGN. 

In this fifth campaign were fought the battles 
of Rivoli and La Favorite, which led to the 
possession of Mantua. The first of these battles 
was more glorious for our army than that of 
Marengo, since, with eighteen thousand men, 
wc defeated forty thousand, of which twenty 
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thousand were taken prisoners. With such an. 
inferiority of numbers, and on a field of battle 
of only five square leagues, it was particularly 
in this action that the chief of the army dis- 
played the great art of shewing his superiority 
on every point of attack. He could not, on a 
surface of only seven or eight leagues., or in an 
interval of thirty-six or forty-eight hours, out- 
march the Austrian columns; but he de- 
feated them one after the other, although they 
were only distant from each other a few hun- 
dred toises. The issue of these brilliant affairs 
of Rivoli and La Favorite was the consequence 
of a perfect knowledge of the field of battle, of a 
rare sagacity in penetrating the plans of the ene- 
my, and of an unequalled degree of promptitude 
in devising the means of counteracting them. 

At Rivoli, the division of the enemy selected 
to turn the French army arrived accordingly 
at the position it was directed to take ; but it 
only arrived after the other divisions had been 
defeated, and was surrounded and reduced to 
lay down its arms. 

SIXTH CAMPAIGN. 

Master of Mantua, Bonaparte marched on 
Rome, taking with him only five thousand men* 
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and signed the treaty of Tolentino, whibt 
Europe still thought him beyond the Appenines. 
Disregarding the vain glory of making a tri- 
umphal entry in the Capitol, be loses not a mo- 
ment, joins bis army once more on the Piava, 
and commences his sixth campaign. 

In this campaign, after having, in less than 
two months, defeated the Archduke Charles 
on the TagUamento, on the Isonzo, and at Tar- 
vis; after having crossed the Julian Alps, the 
Draave, the Saave, and the Muehr, he obHgeB 
the House of Austria to conclude a peace. 
He was master of Trieste, c^ Istria, Camiolay 
Carinthia, Stjrria, and of a great part of Aus- 
tria : he was in a situation to cause th^ voice 
of humanity to be listened to. 

Our troops had penetrated to the gates of 
Vienna. Bell^arde and Merfeldt hastened to 
his head^quarters, to implore him to grant a 
suspension of arms. Bonaparte consented ; and 
as they were discussing the limits of the corps 
of Generals Bemadotte and Joubert, '* Wb«« do 
** you think, gentlemen," said he, *^ that Ber- 
•* nadotte is ?"— ** Perhaps at Fiume ?**— « No ; 

he is in my drawing-room, and his division is 

haJfraHQiiX^ from here. And Joiibert* where 
" do you suf^ioee him to be?*'—** Perhaps at 
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Inspruck, if indeed he has been aUe to oppose 
the column of grenadiers that h marching from 
the drmj of the Rhine P"—"" Well, he is abo in 
** my drawing-room, and his troops are march* 
*^ ing after him*'* 

These two answers smrprised the Austrians ; 
and the more so, as their general had just sent 
coDsideraUe detadiments to defend the fntinnGes 
of Camiola and Tyrol, through which he 
thought Generals Bemadotte and Joubert were 
to pass. Thus, whilst the enemy was dividing 
lus forces, Bonaparte had concaitred in a space 
of about six square lei^aes the whole of his 
troops, amounting to forty-six thousand men. 

CAMPAIGNS OF EGYPT AND SYEIA. 

Shortly after peace had been conchided, Bo^ 
naparte HwieA for Egypt. He appeared before 
Malta; and the mfluence of his name, the coq«- 
fidence inspired by his intervention, and the 
vigour of his attack, disconcerted the enemy, 
who surrendered the place, which had never 
be&nnebeen takm. 

Having landed in Egypt, he at onoe perceives 
wHmt kiad of warfiure is adapted to the country, 
eatiraatea the vahie of the troops by which it is 
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defended, and prepares the tactics the most 
proper to be adopted. 

Tlie battle of the Pyratnids, at the gates rX 
Cairo ; that of Mount Tbabor, in the heart of 
STiia ; and that <£ Aboukir, — are all three of 
a different character of conception. He man- 
oeuTFes with unequalled skill, and applies to dr- 
cumstances, as new as they are varied, all the 
resources of the art of war. 

Whilst these events were passing in Egypt, 
our armies were beaten at Stokach and oa the 
Adige. We had conquered at Zurich, but 
Italy was lost to us; and our armies, discou- 
raged, and without combination, either in their 
plans or in their movements, had ceased to be 
the terror of the enemies of France. Civil war 
raged in our western and southern depart- 
ments; factions were tearing each other to 
pieces, tmd an imbecile Government vainly sou^t 
to msure its safety by fomenting divisions. 

CAMPAIGN OF THE ARMY OF RESERVE:. 

Bonaparte arrives from Egypt ; hope retunis, 

"tpectations are revived. The events of the 

3th Brumaire justify those expectations, and 

rery thing rallies round or yields to the genius 
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that conceives, the power that directs, and the 
moderation that restores confidence. But it is 
not enough to bring back order by the power 
of the laws, peace must be conquered by victory. 
When Bonaparte was appointed First Consul, 
we had just lost the last place we possessed in 
Italy (Coni) ; our posts had fallen back on the 
summit of the Alps; we had not an inch of 
ground or a single place in Italy ; all Germany 
was evacuated : we acted. on the defensive, and 
occupied the places on the left bank of the 
Rhine. The western departments were up in 
arms; our enemies were every where for- 
midable, ready to invade our frontiers, and 
change the destinies of the state: but Bona- 
parte took the direction of affairs; we once 
mare crossed the Rhine, passed the Alps, and 
the Coalition, beaten and htunbled, was reduced 
to accept a peace. 



Our laboiurs advanced : we had dug the basin, 
and prepared part of the pipes that were to 
bring the water from a distance of three thou- 
sand feet. We had still several pipes to lay 
down ; but the weather threatened rain, and 
Napoleon being satisfied with his Chinese worik- 
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men; Vas unwilling that they should be exr 
posed to it. — ** It is useless/ said he, ** that 
" these people should get wet : there is no 
** huny for this basin ; let them rest, we will 
** resume our task hereafter. I have, besides, 
** some observations to make : come, follow me ; 
^ you will find them interesting/' I went, and 
found that the object of his observations was 
some ants, whose manners he had been study- 
ing. These insects had appeared in greater 
numbers in his bed-room since he occupied it 
less, and had climbed upon his table, on which 
there was usually some sugar. Allured by the 
bait, they had immediately established a chaiu 
of communication and taken possession of the 
sugar-basin. Napoleon was anxious that ihtj 
should not be disturbed in thehr plans ; he only 
now and then moved the sugar, following their 
manoeuvres, €md admiring the activity and 
industry they dbplayed until they had found it 
again. ** This is not instinct/' said he ; '' it is 
«< much mor6--4t is sagacity, mt^Higence^ the 
^ ideal of dvil associotioD. But these little 
'' bemgs have not our passions, wr eupidity ; 
^ they assist, but do not destroy e^ch other. 
^ I have vainly endeavoured to defeat their 
** purpose : I have removed the sug^r to every 
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•* part of the room ; they hav« been one, two, 
** or sometimes three days, looking for it, but 
" have always succeeded at last. The idea 
" strikes me to surround the basin with water, 
** and see whether that witt stop them : Doctor, 
** send for some/* But water did not stop 
them — the sugar was still pillaged. The Em- 
peror then substituted vinegar, and the ants no 
longer ventured to approach. — ** You see it is 
'' not instinct alone that guides them : they are 
** prompted by something eke ; but what, I 
*• know not. However, be the principle which 
^ directs them what it may, they offinr to man 
^ an example worthy of observation and reflec- 
** tion. It is only by perseverance and tenacioos- 
'* ness that any object can be attained .... Had 

** we possessed such unanimity of views ! 

^ But nations have also their moments of for- 
'* getflilness and lassitude .... Allowance must 
*^ be made fer the weakness of human nature. 
^- However, all had not yielded to the storm. 
^ If the hero of Castiglione was extinct, Gerard, 
^ Clausel, Belliard, Lamarque, and a host of 
^ others, still preserved the fire and eneigy ' 
^^ which mark the early steps in a career. Eu* 
^ rope would have been beaten, and those aove- 
*^ i*eigns, now so proud at the idea of no longer 
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*^ having for their equal a man of the people, 
** Would have been eclipsed in my presence !" — 
Napoleon then began to discuss the new dogmas 
which they seek to defend, and the mystical 
rights on which they found them. — •* What 
** ridiculous pretensions ! what contradictions ! 
" Are these principles of legitimacy in con- 
formity with the Scripture— with the laws 
and maxims of religion ? Are nations simple 
** enough to believe themselves the property of 
a famfly ? Was David, who dethroned Saul, 
a legitimate ? Had he any other rights 
^^ than those he derived from the consent of his 
** nation ? In France, various families have suc- 
** ceeded each other on the throne, and have 
" formed several dynasties, either by the will of 
" the people, represented by the assemblies of 
" the Champ-de-Mars or Champ-^e- Mai ; or 
by the vot^s of the parliaments, composed of 
barons and bishops, who at that period re- 
" presented the nation. How many families 
** have successively occupied the throne of Eng- 
** land ! — The house of Hanover, which suc- 
** ceeded the prince it dethroned, now reigns, 
" because such was the wiU of the ancestors of 
" the present race of these touchy people, who 
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thought this change of .Government absolutely 
necessary to the preservation of their inte- 
rests and of their political and religious rights. 
<' Some of the old men still Uving have wit- 
** nessed the efforts made by the last branch of 
^ the Stuarts to land in Scotland, where they 
*^ were seconded by those whose ideas and sen- 
" timents were conformable to their own. The 
** attempt was opposed, and the Stuarts ex- 
pulsed by an immense majority of the people, 
whose new interests and opinions were op- 
** posed to those of that degenerate family.*' 

The Emperor now recapitulated all the cir- 
cumstances of his elevation, and insisted on his 
having had the voice and consent of the people. 
" The Aulic Council," added he, latching, " also 
persisted in denying the existence of the Re- 
public, from which it had, however, received 
some severe blows. At a later period, indeed, 
its plenipotentiaries offered me, diuii^ the ne- 
gotiations of Campo Formio, to acknowledge 
** it. — ^ No,' said I ; ' strike out that clause : the 
^^ existence of the Republic is as clear as that of 
^* the sun — ^blindness alone can prevent any one 
from seeing it. Times are now . altered, and 
I must not lend my sanction to an absurdity. 
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**But let US go out and take a walk/* We 
went out accordingly : the Chinese were com- 
(deting their arrangements, and we witnessed 
the arrival of the water into our basin. — ** This 
'' is well ; but where shall we place the aviaiy?*' 
— " Here, Sue ?"— *^ No, fturther— behind you ; 
^ it will be better there, the prospect is more 
^ open. You wiU arrange that, Doctor ; if, how- 
** ever, occupations of a more serious nature 
*• do not occur to prevent you." 

Unfortunately such occupations did occur. — 
Hie Emperor, whose disorder I considered» if 
not entirely removed, at least considerably 
abated, suddenly relapsed into his former state. 
I had recourse to baths, to emollients, to every 
remedy, in short, which he did not refuse to 
take, but in vain : the bbw was struck ; and 
if I succeeded in arresting the progress of the 
disease for one moment, it was to see it rage the 
next with increased violence. This cruel alter- 
native alarmed me, and I thought it my duty 
to inform the Emperor's family of what was 
going oa. I requested his permission to write 
to Rome, and having obtained it, I addressed to 
the Chevalier Colonna the following letter : 
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" St. Helena^ Longwood, 
'' 18Ui July, 1820. 
**My DEAE FRIEND, * 

*' I HAVE not heard from you since I left 
Europe, and am uneasy at your silence. I wish 
to know how you are, and I am sure you will 
be desirous of having some account of the 
Emperor Napoleon, whose health is entrusted 
to my care. 

** I have now been already ten months in this 
island, and I can assure you that I have not 
passed a single day or night without devoting 
to the illustrious patient all the care and assist- 
ance 09y zeal and my medical knowledge could 
su^g^est. I found him labouring under a chronic 
hepatitis of the most serious nature. The 
remedies I had adopted seemed to have pro- 
duced a beneficial effect; he was recovering, 
took exercise, and I had advised him to super- 
intend, or rather to conduct, the formation of 
a garden consisting of a few toises of ground 
round his house ; but whilst indulging the most 
jQattering hopes, I have had the bitter disi^ 
pointment of seeing those hopes destroyed, and 
the fruit of several months of care and anxiety 
entirely lost. The complaint has exhibited a 
oontinual alternation of amendment and re- 
lapse; and I must confess that I now despair 
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of a favourable issue, the influence of the cli- 
mate, which is the primary cause of the chronic 

« 

hepatitlsy being too contrary to the constitution 
of the illustrious patient, and to the action of 
the remedies I have prescribed. 

" The Emperor has lately experienced a most 
serious relapse. Violent fever — deep and acute 
pain in the liver — acute and pulsative pain in 
the articulation between the right leg and foot 
— erysipelatous inflammation, extending along 
the back of the foot and a third part of the 
lower extremity of the 1^. I do not hesitate to 
affirm that these affections are produced by 
a disordered state of the digestive, and an alte- 
ration of the ftinctions of the biliary organs. 
The patient's case does not, however, present 
any imminent danger, but precludes all hopes 
of recovery in a tropical climate. By d^rees 
the morbific symptoms extend, and assume a 
more serious appearance, and I am afraid my 
cares and wishes may be soon as cruelly disap- 
pointed as y our hopes. 

*' I had at first thought of laying before his 
Eminence Cardinal Fesch a detailed report of 
the state of the Emperor's health ; but the fear 
of increasing the affliction of Madame Mere, 
by this melancholy picture, has determined me 
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to address it to you ; and you will make that 
use of my letter which will appear to you the 
most proper with regard to his Majesty's family. 
- ^^ Accept the assurance of the sincere attach- 
ment of 

" Your affectionate friend, 

" Ft Antommakchi." 

19th July. — The Emperor experienced shi- 
vering, fever, pain in the head, nausea, dry and 
frequent coughing, and vomiting of a bilious 
quality, extremely bitter. — ^Pain in the liver, ex- 
cessively violent, and extending to the shoulder 
— ^respiration diflScult and painful — lower part 
of the 1^, and the right foot, affected with a 
tmnour, attended with violent pain, and erysi- 
pelatous inflammation, particularly above the lex- 
temai malleolus.^ These sjrmptoms, which ap- 
peared on the 7th, had now reached the highest 
state of aggravation. — Ordered rest, refrigerant 
beverages, local fomentations, saponaceous lini- 
ments and enemas. 

20th. — Saw the Emperor at ten o'clock, 
A.M. ; he had slept about three hours. At day- 
break, slight intermittent perspiration -r- pulse 

* Part of the ancle. 
VOL. I. Y 
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** pioofl old lady. I gave her something .moie 
" substantial than those benedictions, which she, 
** however, highly prized : J taransferred to h&r 
** landed prc^rty and vines to the amount of 
** one hundred and twenty thousand francs, and 
** my paternal house. My mother, advised by 
** the Cardinal, took upon herself not to give up 
** the house; and put in it Ramolino, who offer- 
*^ ed part of his own in exchange* The nurse 
^* remonstrated, but was not listened tou She 
^ s^it her daughter to Paris to complain ; but 
aU access to me was dosed, and she was 
m<M*e than six months before she could get 
her petition delivered. This opposition sur- 
prised me, and I caused ample satiafiEuHion 
to be given to the old lady. I sent word to 
'* RimoUno, that since he chose to keep our 
** house, he must immediately resign his own 
** ^itirdy to the nurse, and pay her a smn of 
** twenty thousand francs. This he did ; every 
'' body was pleased, and my nurse had this 
** additional sum of money." 

27th. — ^Tlie Emperor had passed a bad fnif^ 
The pain in the liver became more aoile, 
extending over the whole of the right costal 
region, up to the shoulder. Violent pains in 
the bowels — dry cough — irequent nausea — vo- 
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; of bihous matters — cephalalgia — ojqpres- 
sion— «kin yellowish white. — The patient re* 
fused to take rice-wata*. — ^Prescribed a cholo* 
gogue purgativey anodyne beverage, simple ene- 
mas, fomentations, liniments, and >Mitiliiiy ; and 
at ten o'clock at night, he was rather better. 

28th.— The Emperor ccmtinued better.— The 
pain in' the articulation had entu^y subsided ; 
but the foot was still rather swollen. — ^liniment 
—bath. 

29th and 30th. — Same state of health — same 
prescription. — Advised^ for the second time, 
thermal waters. 

31«t. — The Emperor well again. — His 
strength had returned, and he went out — ^Fish 
had been brought to put into the ponds we had 
dug; and Napoleon dearous of throwing them 
into the water himsetf, went into the gar- 
den. Hie children of the Grand Marshal per- 
ceived him, and were soon round Mm. He 
had not seen them for some days, and purposii^ 
to send for them, was not sorry to find them 
beforehand with fainu — ^ Send for the Doctor," 
said he to General Monthok>n, ^'I want his 
ministTy; he must bore these pretty little 
ears" (showing those of little Hortense, and 
opening a paper, in which a pair of coral ear- 
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rings were folded-up.) I prepared accordiuglj 
to perform the little operation, but the sight of 
the instrument produced the usual effect, — the 
child cried, and the Emperor, fearing lest 
mamma should not be pleased, hesitated. His 
presence, however, and that of the ear-rings, 
soon dried up her tears. We retired under the 
shade of an oak-tree : General Montholon sap- 
ported the patient ; Napoleon looked on^ and 
little Arthur stamped and stormed, crying out 
that he would not allow his sister to be hurt ! 
Napoleon was highlj amused by the anger, 
threats, and English phrases, of the little ii^ow, 
who onlj grumUed the more. '' What do you 
*' say, little rogue?** said the Smperor to him ; 
** if you do not be quiet, I will have yoiur ears 
** bored also : ccmie, will you be obedient ?" — 
The operation over, and the eaisrii^ piit OQ, 
Napoleon embraced the amiable little creature, 
congratulating her on her courage, and Beht her 
away: ** Go and show your ears to mamma, and 
** if she is not satisfied, and does not approve 
^* of the operation, tell her that it was not I, 
" but the Dottoracdo, who did it !"— *• Yea. 
Sire ;" and she bounded away and disappeared 
in an instant. 

I remained alone with the Emperor. The 
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siniit a( little Arthur had struck him; and, as 
he walked, he made me observe the firmness 
of the drikL— ^* The Uttle urchin !'* said he ; *« I 
was just as resolute at his age ; nothing could 
frighten or disconcert me. I was noisy and 
quarrelsome, and feared nobodj. I beat one, 
soraiched another, and made mjself formi- 
^Vdahle to all* Most of my encounters were 
wkh my iHrother Joseph : he was beaten, bit-^ 
ten^ scolded; and I had already gone to com- 
** plain of him before he had had time to look 
^ around him ; and it was fortunate for me to 
** be thus alert, for Mamma Letizia would have 
** restrained mr warlike humour, and would not 
'* have put up with my pranks. Her affection 
'* was tempered by severity ; she punished and 
'* rewarded without distinction — nothing we did, 
^ either good or evil, was lost. My father, an 
^ eidightened man, but too fond of pleasure to 
^ ti!OuUe himself about our infancy, sometimes 
^^ endeavoured to excuse our faults. On those 
occasions my mother would say to him, 'Leave 
that to me^ it is not your business ; it is my 
duty to watch over them :' and this she did 
^^ with unexamfded care, discarding and stamp- 
ing with disgrace every ^oUe sentiment 
and affection, and only allowing our young 
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minds to imbibe impressions of what was 
great and elevated. She aUiomed falsehood, 
'* punished disobedience, and did not allow any 
fault to pass unnoticed. I recollect a mis- 
adventure that happened to me, and the pe- 
nalty that was inlflicted upon me for my taxHt. 
" — There were some fig-trees in one of our 
** vineyards, and we liked to climb them ; but 
in so doing we might fall or meet withsome 
accident, and she, therefore, forbade us to 
approach them without her knowledge. This 
prohibition was a source of great disappoint- 
*" ment to me ; but still it was made, and I re- 
" spected it. One day, however, being unoc- 
** cupied, and assailed by ennui, I took it into 
^* my head to covet the figs : they were ripe, 
" nobody saw me, and consequently, nobody 
** would know any thing about the matter .... 
I hastened to a tree, and gathered all the 
fruit it bore. My appetite being satisfied, I 
** was laying in a provision for the road, by 
** filling my pockets, when a keeper made his 
** appearance. I was half dead^ and remained 
** motionless on the branch on which he bad 
'' caught me. He threatened to bind me hand 
** and foot, and carry me before my mother. 
'' Fear rendered me eloquent : I described the 
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ennui produced bj idleness, promised to re- 
sped the figs in future, and at last succeeded 
in. appeasing him. I congratulated myself 
upon mj narrow escape, and iSattered myself 
** that this adventure would not come to light ; 
hut the traitor keeper had told the whole 
story; and accordiii^y, the next day, the 
Signora Letizia felt desirous of gathering 
^ some figs, and proceeded to the tree for that 
** purpose; but there were none left — I had 
** carried all away. The keeper was sent for, an 
** ex^nation ensued, a disclosure was made, 
'' and the guilty paid the penalty of his fiEtult." 

The Emperor had resumed his habits of 
early rising, and would frequently go and 
breathe the fbesh air before sunrise. One day, 
his gums being painful, he entered my room, 
and addressing himself to me before I had per- 
ceived him : " I sufier. Doctor,** said he : ** my 
^* teeth ach ; what is to*be done? let us see — 
" what says yoiur work ?** My anatomical plates 
were lying open before me, and without 
allowing me time to answer him, he b^an to 
discuss upon the work. He regretted it had 
not been executed sooner: he would have 
applied to anatomy ; he would know it, and that 
would be an additional satisfaction to him* 
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He had often tiied to study it, but disgust had 
overcome his wish to learn ; he had never been 
able to conquer the sort of horror with which 
the s^t of a corpse inspired him. These 
plates rendered dissection, as it were, useless ; 
a single glance enabled one to discover the i^y 
and structure of the various oigans, to observe 
their relation one to another, to trace their ra- 
mifications : the human frame was laid open and 
published. He was sorry the execution of the 
plan had been so lon^ delayed. ^ Doctor, your 
** plates form a magnificent work : I wish them 
** to he diedicated to me — ^to appear under my 
auspices : I am anxious to render this last 
service to science. I will supply you with the 
money, and you shall return to Europe and 
publish them : I feel ambitious to contribute 
to raise this monument. '' The Braperor often 
returned to this subject, and spoke each time 
with renewed satisfactkm of the undertaking. 
But why have you not drawn a line of demar- 
cation to point out your share of the work, and 
distifq^sh it from that of Mascagni ? Every 
man should enjoy the merit of the result of 
*^ his own researches. You have framed the 
** introduction to the worit, you have written 
** the text of the anatomy of painters, and y^u 
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publish the whpte in the name c^ the professor ! 
This is sQf^Tificing top much» and acting too 
disintereste(l— rrtoo iwxlest a part : every one 
** ipust have his owii.'* — " True, Sire, but ray 
share is naturally pointed out in the work itsdf. 
Mascagiu has enpave^ thirty plates, and given 
an account of his diapoveries; what remains 
over and above tha^ is mme : let a comfMirison 
be mad^» I only claim tb^ difference/' 

The iNTogf^ss of the JSmperor p co»i^aipt 
was slow, but unceasiiig and vi^Ie; apd it 
was particularly on the mind that its effect waa 
marked. Napoleon now only spoke of the ob- 
jects that had arrested his attention duiing his 
infancyt apd of his friends and relations. The 
new$ that had been circulated respecting his 
son had grieved 14in beyond measure; he 
comidained and bewailf^ the fate of that child, 
whose cradle had been surrounded by so many 
hopes. At; last he heard that he had been 
named a corporai ^^ Ah ! I breathe !" said he ; 
and then, asi if unwilling to betray his emotion, 
he b^an to speak of Corsica, and of the recoUec* 
tions he had preserved of that country, '* When 
** I visited Genoa after my accession to the 
throne of Italy, I thought myself suddenly 
tramipprted to our mountains. Shape, man- 



4< 



4€ 



332 LAST MOMENTS 

** nersy dress, arrangement of the shops — every 
** thing was like our country. This similarity 
** struck me, and Josephine enjoyed my asto- 
** nishmenty and endeavoured to prolong its du- 
" ration." — ** What ! the features and habits are 
the same ?"■—** Yes ; probably the Corsicans are 
** the bastards of the Genoese. This idea made 
her laugh, and amused her very much. I 
went out on horseback, rode over the heights, 
** and visited the positions which defend Genoa, 
** and fixed the works to be made to protect the 
** town. I could not help admiring this odd 
•* fancy of Nature, in having, as it were, carved 
** the two countries after the same model. I 
had been three hours rambling over these 
rugged places : it was eleven o'clock, and I 
was exhausted ; I returned and set to work 
with the worthy Gaudin, who presented me 
the plan of the financial oi^nization of Ligu- 
ria. I was completely overcome with fatigue, 
and he had hardly b^un to read before I 
was asleep. I b^^ed him to desist for a 
*• short 'time, whilst I went to take a few mi- 
** nutes rest ; but I met in my passage some 
generals who awaited my orders.. I despatch- 
ed their business, and remained thirty-six 
hours at work ; and it was only at my de- 
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** parture that I could sign the minister's^plan. 
** This Duke of Gaeta was a man full of zeal, 
*' and of the greatest probity : what servioes 
" he has rendered T The Emperor briefly re- 
capitulated the share he had had in our suc- 
cesses by his financial operations, and added: 
** A short time after the battle of Austerlitz, he 
^' came and asked me for my cannons of bronze. 
** ' How !' said I, * do you wish to wage war 
against me ?' — * No, Sire, I only wish to make 
coining-dies of them/ — * My cannons for such 
a purpose ! use something else.' — * But I in- 
tended that the words Dies of Amterlitz 
** should be engraved on every one.' — * Mini- 
** ster, you assail my vanity ; well, be it so, I 
*• give tJbMHn to you.' " 

We had now got to the end of the first 
fortnight in September. The pain in the liver 
returned, and became more acute; and the 
Emperor experienced disgust and nausea, fol- 
lowed by vomiting of bilious matter, and soosa- 
tion of violent heat in the right hypochondriac 
and epigastric regions* Walking in o]|en air, 
be the weather what it might, either hot or 
cold, calm or boisterous, became intolerable 
to him; he felt exhausted, and was obUged 
to seek rest. 
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18th. — Eyes sunk, (^njwnctiva (rf* a yellow 
cast; lips and gums diflcolmired; tongue coi^ered 
with a whitish substance ; ridn excessivdy p^, 
bondering upon yellow ; complexion tinged with 
a greenish cast ; pain in the head, particularly 
about the forehead and the eyebrows ; night^ 
mare (incubus); uneasy sensation of beat in the 
thorax ; bresfthing (Hfflcult, interrupted by deep 
sighs; feet and legs icy cold, — warmth restored 
to thera by the iq[]^lictftioti of warm Ihien ; skfn 
dry and bctmiag ; pulse low and qtdck (80) ; 
the epigastric region painM on ptesG^re. The 
Emperor experienced a ^etisation ' of heatiiess 
in the abdomen, disgust, and atn ahnoM Hii- 
ooiM^^itble disposition tt)r sAeep. I eiMeavom^d 
to rouse him from that state of lel|||lgf by 
speaking of the care his health reqidrefd. ** Ah ! 
'' 2)octor> liMi^earr said he; ** we f6« hitppy 
when we sleep ; wants, priviMions^ caf^, and 
anxiety, are then no more f* and he fell agttln 
upon hi* pillow. He hsd a ttokM headath ; 
and flfti^r many entreaties I si»g(MeA§d hlmitidi^^ 
him consent to take a purgative chok^fdgue, 
whieh afforded great refief. 

19th.— The Emperor had passed k beM^ 
nig^t, but the morbifie symptoms had lost 
nothing of their intensity. The pain in the 



it 



or KAfOLfiOK. 335 

head was, however, less riolent, and the green- 
ish cast of the £Eu:e and the yellow tinge of ^le 
conjunctiva were also rather softened^ The 
sensation of heaviness in the abdomen had 
disappeared, but had been succeeded by one ^ 
intolerable sufiWing, and by pains in the liver 
much more violmit than before. — ^Bath. — The 
pulse was more psgular, and the skin less dry 
and burning. 

20th. — Same state. The Emperor went to 
take a ride in the calash, bat i^etumed in a few 
minutes exhausted with &tigae. 

2 ist» — Same state of health, i advised tonici^ 
intomrity, and blisters on the arm and the nape 
of the neck, and particularly insisted upon 
openingian issue in the left arm ; but NapoleoB 
fejeeted every prescription that was reccmi-* 
mended to him. I informed the Grand Mar-- 
shal and General Montholon of the Emperor's 
aituationw 

22d.— The Bm]>eror was better. After ha^« 
ing taken a bath» wishing to breathe the open 
air, he tried to walk, to ride on horsebaok or in 
the calash, but fadgne and indisposition soM 
obliged him to come back and go to bed. 

23d. — ^The Emper(»r*8 health in the umc 
state. He however persisted in attempting to 
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take the air. He rode on hor8d)ack» and in 
the calash ; but after having gone a short dis- 
tance, he found himself compelled to return 
again, and to go to bed. He continued to try 
this kind of exercise for some days, persuad- 
ing himself that motion is the first of remedies ; 
but what with the heat of the sun, his cough, 
and shiverings that ran through all his limbs, 
he was obliged to give up the attempt. He 
again renewed it two days after; and alternately 
experiencing relief and relapses, he readied the 
3d of October ; on which day he experienced 
a general torpor, which was only dispelled by 
his being placed near the fire. The lower, ex- 
tremities ^^ a long time getting w«»rai ; and 
this result had hardly been obtained before he 
was seized with convulsive contractions, and a 
sensation of extreme heaviness in the head. 

4th October. — The Emperor came in at two 
o'clock, p. M., extremely tired, and went to bed, 
desiring that he might not be disturbed* He 
had taken a ride of two leagues and a half, 
partly on horseback, and partly in the calash ; 
had rested at Sandy-bay-ridge, and stopped at 
Mr. Doveton's, where he breakfasted, and drank, 
he said, three glasses of champagne. He ex- 
perienced a violent headach, and a general 
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sensation of uneasiness — dry and nervous coagh 
— iiace extremely pale — eyes sunk — ^pnlse low 
and nervous. 

' 5th. — The Emperor continued to complain of 
head-adi, which 'was, however, less vi(dent than 
yesterday. The pain in the liver had consider- 
ably increased, and extended as far as the right 
shoulder, and he still felt a most trouUesome 
heaviness and a deep pain in the left hypo- 
chondriac r^on. No sensible alteration had oc- 
curred in the other symptoms. He took a little 
exercise in the garden. 

6th, 7th, 8th, and 9th.— The bad weather 
prevented the Emperor from taking his ride in 
the calash, but he took a walk in the garden, 
after which he got into a bath heated to a 
h^h degree of temperature. I endeavoured 
to oppose this practice, but he told me it was 
followed in Egypt, and. that he had derived 
the most beneficial results from it. ' ** Your 
*^ colleagues, then^ were also not sparing of 
** their remonstrances. I should catch the . . . 
I cannot tell you what comi^nts I was to 
catch ! — ^Well ! I caught none, and remained in 
perfect health. My instinct served me better 
than the science of Hippocrates, and my 
** brush and flannel were more efficacious than 
** all the efforts of his followers. This does not 
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afiply to you. Doctor, in whose skill I place 
the greatest confidence; but I have the be^ 
^* nefit of my own experience^ and am also 
*' rather tenacious of my opinions." 

10th. — The Emperor remained an hour in 
his bath, and was obliged to get out of it to 
go to bed, being so weak that he almost 
fiunted. His strength did not return after he 
had been in bed ;.his face was pale, approaching 
to jrellow, and he experienced a sensation of icy 
coldness all over the body. The senses, particu* 
larly that of hearing, seem impaired : puke low 
and innegular. 

11th, 12th, 13th.— The Emperor's health 
had not improved ; on the contrary his strength 
appeared to decline. He woke in the middle of 
the night with a violent headach, and in a state 
of costiveness which enemas were insufficient to 
dispd: the extremities were deadly cold, his 
frame shook ; he felt palpitations in the heart; 
and a general uneasiness, agitation in the ab-^ 
domen, pain in the region of the sternum, 
breathing difficult, dry and nervous cough. 
His weakness was such that the slightest' 
movement Was sufficient to produce vertigos. 
At two o'dodE in the morning the costiveness 
ceased, and he had copious evacuations, which 
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WBM followed by acessive debiMly. FVoili 
three to five o'clock the intenraty of these various 
iymptoms diibi&ished ; but a new pain made its 
appearailce, extetidiiig down the vertebral co^ 
liann, fmn the nape of the neck and the 
shoulders to the middle of the back! 

14th«^Tiie Emperor slept from six o'clock 
until nine, land woke with a deep pain in the 
kit side of tlie head. Th^ pain in the sternum' 
stitt continued. Pulse low and r^pilar. I 
advised emollients, sad insisted upon the ap- 
{dication of blisters. — ^* Doctor," said Napdieon, 
'' no physicking. We are, as I have already 
** often told you, a machine made to live ; we 
** aie organized for that purpose, and such is 
^ our nature. Do not counteract the living prin- 
** dple : let it alone; leave it the liberty to de- 
** fend itsdf-— it m^' do Ibetter than your drugs. 
'' Our body is a wateh that is intended to go a' 
** given time. The watoh-maker cannot opefa it, 
^' and must, in handling it, grc^ his way Mind- 
** fold and at random. For once- that he assiMs 
and relieves it, by dint of tormenting it with 
his crooked instrumehts, he injures it ten' 
timesv and at last destroys if ' IlUjiking, 
probably, that ' this compcvison which had par- 
Stru6k his fancy had not con^rinced tne, - 
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he b^an to discuss the uncertainty of inedi* 
cine» and the danger arising from the drugs 
which the faculty distribute indiscriminately, 
and added : — ** You are aware, Doctor, that 
** the art of healing consists only in lulling and 
** calming the imagination. That is the rea- 
** son why the ancients dressed up in robes, and 

adopted a costume striking and imposing. 

That costume you have unadvisedly aban- 
** doned; and in so domg yeu have exposed 
** the imposture of Galen, and no longer exercise 
** the same powerful influence over your patients. 
" Who knows whether, if you were suddenly to 
'* appear before me with an enormous wig, a 
** cap, and a long train, I should not take you 
*^ for the god of health ! whereas you are only 
'' the god of medicines. 

The Emperor, fearing lest I should again 
renew my importunities, endeavoured to elude 
them by joking on the subject: but mirth also 
affords relief to sufferings, and I therefore pro- 
longed the conversation as much as possible. 

1 5th. — ^The Emperor had passed a quiet 
night. The pain in the head was still felt, 
that of the sternum extended round the right 
breast, and the dry cough continued, with fre- 
quent and insipid nictations from the stomach. 



OF NAPOLEON. 341 

The patient had eaten with a tolerable appetite, 
and his pulse, though low, was regular ; but the 
paleness of the face, the lips, and all the limbs, 
had reached the highest pitch. At last I ob- 
tained leave to apply blisters, and put two on 
the arm at one o'clock, which only b^an to 
operate at five. — Perpetual state of agitation 
the whole day. 

16th. — ^The blisters were removed : very little 
serosity was found beneath the portions of 
cuticle they had raised, and the paleness of the 
skin below was not altered. 

The blister on the left side seemed to have 
produced a greater effect than that on the right, 
but neither had acted powerfully. The agitation 
continued ; the pain in the head and chest had 
disappeared, but the cough had increased. The 
skin was dry and burning — ^pulse low and ner- 
vous. At foiu* o'clock in the morning an 
abundant evacuation, accompanied with violent 
gripings. At eleven the cough still lasted, the 
head-ach returned, the pidse was low but 
regular. Napoleon took a walk of two hours 
in the garden ; and towards evening his strength 
improved, and the head-ach left him. 

17th. — The Emperor had passed a bad 
night, having suffered slight pains of colic, ac- 
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pofnpanied by frequent evacuaiioiis. He wBSf 
when I saw him at nine o'dtoek, rather better. — 
Pulse lotr but r^gulay, and strength, returning. 
A walk in the garden improved this fiivpuraUe 
state. At sunset the patient experienced a ge« 
neral sensation of languor, whidi was dispelr 
led by taking a little food* 

18th. — ^Napoleon a litde better. He went 
out, walked a few minutes in the garden, and 
returned to bed towards eight. o'dk)qk. The 
coldness of the feet extaided by d^rees up to 
the thighs ; but by constant application of hot 
towels, the natural heat was restored. — ^Pulse 
r^ular and low. 

19th. — ^The Bmperw a little better; but at 
iunset th^ lower extremities again became 
cdd. The blisters were dried up. — Pulse as 
usual. 

20th. — The Emperor rather better. He 
went out in the calash, rode two hours^ and 
came in exhausted with fatigue. He had 
scarcdy got into bed before th^ coldness of the 
lower extreftiities appeared witH^ increased vio* 
fence, but ^as dispelled by degrees,' and suc- 
ceeded by a burning heat, which spread all 
over the body, and was followed by a general 
calm. — Pulse low and nervous. 
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'■ 2l8t. — ^Napolecm toletably i«r«U« He took a 
bath, in whidb he. remained about three-quarters 
of an hour. At twelve o'dock he went out 
into the garden, conversing upon the facilities 
and the obttades he bad met with at the period 
of the Consulate. ^^The armies were discou- 
^ raged, beaten, driven oh the line of the Var; 
*^ the enen^y were close to our fir(mtier»; we 
^^ were threatened with an invasion ; but the 
*^ population fled to arms — all came forward: we 
<< marched, and France wa^ saived." — Napoleon 
entered into the most minute details :.iie spcdce 
of ValloDgDes, of 'tfae*repQrtsr'in ciscnlation at 
the time, and of the spirit which animated- the 
South. Thie picture did not mudi agree with 
the statement made by a noble emigrant in the 
tribune^* and with the offensive preparations 
which the incmcewabk battle of Marenga ren- 
dered unavailing* ''The Marquis must cer^ 
'' Uunly have made a mistake as to numbers: 
an army of tWenty-five . thousand men, pos- 
sessed of courage, does not remain concealed, 
'' and wait to beat to arms until the enemy has 
'' left the field of battle. However, I do not 
V insbt on this point ; I merely recommend the 

* Place from which members of public asiemblies in 
France deliver their speeches. 
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^following document to the consideration of 
^ this occult General ; it is worth comparing^ 
*< with his BiU8ter*roUs." 

" Antibee, SMi Floreal, Vlllth Year of 
the Repafalic (lOtii Mi^, 1800.) 

** THE PEKFECT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
** THE VAE TO THE MINISTER OF WAR. 

** CITIZEN MINISTER^ 

** By a concourse of unfortunate circum- 
stances, added to grave errors, the department 
of the Var has, in eight dajs, become an open 
fifontier, seriously threatened by a superior 
enemy. To-morrow, or even this night, it 
may be the scene of an invasion followed by 
fire and devastation. 

** Lines rendered formidable by their posi- 
tion have been abandoned, and the town of 
Nice was this morning evacuated. Eighteen 
thousand Austrians line the left bank of the 
Var, and there only remains between them 
and us a torrent, the passage of which is de- 
fended by four or five thousand men — of troops 
discouraged, and commanded by generals who 
do not agree together. 

^ On the first intimation of this, retrograde 
movement, I proceeded to the line of the Var. 



OF NAPOLEON. 345 

I sott^^t in vain for an army; instead of 
0iie» I only saw soldiers dispersed and wounded, 
abandoned on the roads, and sighing after hos- 
pitals which do not exist. The retreat of 
every branch of the army is directed towards 
the interior, and is pushed on as £Eir as Mar- 
seilles. A host of emplayis of every descripticm 
is flying, accompanied by covered wa^^ons, 
the excessive load of which excites strong sus- 
picions against the persons on whose account 
they journey. 

** In the midst of this confusion, of which it 
is impossible to form an idea, I have not lost 
courage, and . have endeavoured to form an 
army, by marching on the Var all the moveable 
columns of the department, with supplies for* 
five days. At my voice the peasantry have left 
their fields, and unyoked their ploughs ; and 
twelve hundred horses or mules perform the 
service of military transports. 

<< This measure will deceive and awe the 
enemy for a few days; but he, has secret com- 
munications with the interior, and will soon 
penetrate the secret of our weakness. It is, 
therefore, urgent to provide for the defence of 
this firontier, and to have recourse to regular 
and adequate means. 
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'^ I hftYe Mf B at: Aniabe9» GeoimdOUdi^ 
ll*v6. thought tbat I mi^t — lasty^ that I ought, to 
aak him whiut were .hia mmna of defaioe ; whal^ 
ttoe fa^ thpught of oQcupyiog ; on what points 
hit wiabfd the i^es ^ citizetis to be directed ; 
aod laatljy what desi:riplion of assirtaixce he 
stood in need oi^ and to what amount I have 
offered to place mjrself at the head of my de- 
partment^ on tilie points the most exposed and 
threatened. I am still waiting for his answer* 

** Obliged by his delay to take upon myself 
the duty of this General towards yout I think 
it ii^ to . inform^ yon that i^e moveable 
oohimns are m a r c h i ng ; that they bAst^^^fiosm, 
every point to the hesii-quwtir? at. Aittihes ; 
and that success ha$K crowned this first measuie. 
At the stole time» however, you will pennit me 
to lay before you the fdUowing consideratioitis. 
—I thiwk j» 

^* 1st. That no reUance ought to be ptaoedon 
AAtibes» on acoouniof its un&vonnble sittia- 
tion in a counfiry covarod and cdrnmahded by 
heights. If it is attacked with artilbry, it will 
not hold out eight days.; if it is metely Uodc- 
aded, it will be equally compelled to surrender, 
flinoe it is unprovisioned« 

** 2dly. That reliance cannot be placed on the 
moveable columns. The time of the harvest. 
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ivldcfa ^ drawipg maiv wiU ij^qdllthrlUasIiand* 
men, who form itl^ greatest pysydrtiiya 4^f itlieBe 
columas, to thdbr fields^ end it wiU be impot* 
gSde to check desertion. 

'^ 3dlj^. That advantage mus^, therefore, he 
tak^i without loss of tiiae, of the effect the 
imposing appei^raoce of this levy iWiU prodncie 
<Hi the enemy, to assemble troops of the. linie^ 
and to give them, above all, an intdUgent com-^ 
mander, and one whose reputaitioa mejr pot 4m 
end to aU private rivaby. 

"^ 4thl7. That, witix a teinforoement of six 
thousand men of good tmops, and bjr nuistering 
the moveable ccdumns of the department of the 
Bauches du RhAne^ the department may be 
covered by fortifjwg the line of the Esteron, 
and the post of Gillette. The enemy will not 
dare to penetrate into the interior without pos- 
sessing that post. The country is too much 
intersected by mountains to allow, the Austrisns 
to engage in it, unless they are masters of the 
upper department, through which atone thef 
<;ould effect a retreat. 

^' 5thly. That no apprehensiDns need be en* 
tertained wjth respect to the means of subsist^ 
ence ; but that it is absoluilely neoessaiy . to 
sui^ly the means of transport, which the de- 
partment of the Var could not da 
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** I fed that I am, perhaps, entering too 
HiBch into details to which I might be ex-> 
pected to be a stranger; but the communi-> 
cation is confidential, the information true 
and impartial; and it b essential that you 
should not be deceived by reports resting on 
slight foundation, or framed with interested 
views. 

^ Watch over Toulon : that important place 
is also destitute of provisions, and inadequately 
provided with arms. We may still be saved 
by the methodical sloth of the Austrians ; but 
the least dday, on our part, might be the cause 
of great evils, and considerable losses to the 
Republic. 

** Respectfully yours, 

" Fauchet.'' 

22d. — The Emperor much better. His 
strength and appetite had returned, and he had 
been four hours seriously engaged at work. 
He had kept the Grand Marshal and his family 
to dinner, and was pleased and happy. His 
sufferings had slumbered during a whole day 
— they might never wake again: he was full 
of hope. ^* When my health b once re-esta* 
** blished, I shall restore you to your studies. 
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V You shall proceed to Europe andpuMash your 
*^ works; I will not suffer you to waste your 
** existence on this horrible rock. You hmre 
'' told me, if I recollect rightly, that you do not 
'^ know France : you will then see that couib* 
** try ; you will see those canals, those monu-' 
*^ ments, with which I covered it duiiAg the 
*^ time of my power. The dun^on of that 
^* power has been like that of a flash of light> 
** ning ! But no matter, it is filled with useiid 
" institutions/' — " Immortal, Sire !— Ch^Aurg, 
Turin, Antwerp !"•... — "I have dcHae bet- 
"ter than all that."— " What, then. Sire? 
What prodigy ?'* — I waited for his answer. 
*' Yes, Doctor, I have done better; I have hal*^ 
^Mowed the Revolution, by infusing it into our 
'* laws. My code is the sheet-anchor which 
'* will save France, and entitle me to the. bene* 
^* dictions of posterity ; besides that, there, are, as 
<^ you were saying, estaUishmjents, foundatipns 
" —Flushing, Corfu, Ostiend T . . . — " The Alps 
levelled!" — '^The plan of that undertaking 
** is one of the first, formed . at the commence^ 
^' ment of my career. I had entered Italy, and 
^^ finding that the communications with Paris 
^\ occupied a considerable time, and were at* 
** tended with much difficulty, I endeavoured 
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^ to render thMi qidcker^ and tesolved to open 
** th?m tiirough the vaUef of tlie Rhdne. I 
^ also wkthed to render that river navigable, 
^ and blow np'the rock under which it engulphs 
"^ and disappears. I had sisnt engineers on the 
^ spot : tha Expense woidd have been inconsi- 
^ deraUle, and 1 sutoiitted the plan to the Di- 
*^ rectory \ but We were carried away by events f 
^ I went to 'Egypt, and nobody ihou^t any 
^ more about it. On my return, I took it up 
** again : I had dismissed the lawyers, and having 
^ no more obstacles in my way, we applied our 
^ hammers to the Alps ; we executed what the 
*' Romans had not dared to try, and traced, 
*^ through blocks o^ granite, a solid and spadous 
^ road, capable of resJjsting the efforts of time.** 
But not those of Piedmontese industry.'^-^ 
How so? Do the Piedmontese spoil that' 
« road ?-— *• I have heard so."—" Ah, that is 
not right ! I was entitled to a little more re-' 
** spect from the House of Savoy •** Napoleon 
then entered into numerous details respecting 
the armistice of Cherasco, the democratic fer- 
vour of the Directory, and its repugnance fer' 
peace, when he insisted on the ratifioation of tfte' 
treaty. — ** * What! with a despot !* w^ the re|dy. ' 
" — * Hb resources are sti& immense.*— ^* We will* 
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*' stir up popular commotions agunrt Urn, — we 
** wiU excite the .valley« to revolt/— ^ But faiff 
**tcQcq9&!' — ^ They must be sednced.'^ — ^Iti fact 
*^ there was no kind of trick and chicanery to^ 
** which TaUeysand did not resort in order to 
^* avoid signing the tieaty, as the Ibllowing' 
** letter wiU exemplify : — 

" SOfch Fixictidor, Vth Ywr 
of the RepuUic. 

" TO OENE&AL BONAPAETE, . 

** I add to my despatches of this day some 
explanations upon objects which have not* 
seemed to me of a nature to appear amongst 
the official documents; but concerning which 
it is nevertheless proper you should receive 
some information* 

'^ The Directory reAises to sign the treaty 
wdth the King of Sardinia. There would be a 
kind of inconsistency in our bin^ng ourselves 
by solemn treaties with a monarchy, the speedy 
destruction of which might be the result of our' 
operations in I4aly : we should .be accused of 
the same Irind of Maohiavelism with which' tHe* 
King of Prussia behaved in Poland. Besides, 
the article of the treaty upon wMch the King 
o£ Sardinia ]ay^ the greatest stress^ is that hy 
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which the security of his kingdom is gnaraii- 
teed, and we cannot give to kings a guarantee* 
against the peojAe : such an engagement would 
lead us to wage war against the same principled' 
for which we have hitherto fought, and to which' 
we owe the greatest part of our victories. The' 
fate of Piedmont, situated as it is between' 
France and Italj (both free), will become what 
it may : all we can do in that country is to let 
things fdlow their natural course. 

** You therefore cannot have the ten thousand 
Fiedmontese that had been promised to you ; 
but there is nothing to prevent you fiom having 
as many soldiers from this country as you wish. 
There is no want hare of men willing to fight 
for lib^ty, and under your orders : all Revolu- 
tionists will immediately come forward ; it will 
be sufficient for you to induce the Cisalpine Re- 
public to enlist, pay, and equip them. You 
win thus have the little army which the King 
of Sardinia was to furnish ; and we duiU have 
no obligation to a prince of the House of Bour-* 
bon. It b very probable that the C!ourt of Tu- 
rin will not oppose the raising of these levies,' 
and that it will perhaps be very glad to . be lid 
of some individuals who give her cause for un- 
easiness; and this measure, useful to ns, wiH 



OF NAFOL£ON. 353 

thus retord the explosion there : the only dif- 
ficulty consists in paying them. I am aware 
that the Cisalpine RepidUiic already pays a great 
deal ; but it is only money, and France has paid 
a much dearer price for her liberty^ It is, be* 
sides, greatly for her interest that this measure 
should take place ; and if the campaign opens 
f^in, it vdll be more on her account than on 
ours. 

** With respect to Mr. Thugut, who is the 
sovereign of Vienna, and who preaches the con* 
tinuation of war, against the opinion of the Bm- 
peror and the wishes of the people ; he is a 
man whojn we ought to have undermined be* 
fove this time. He has always demanded an4 
obtained money for leading his masters into 
most detestaUe affairs. You will find in the 
instructions given to Clarke, some information 
respecting an old piece of treachery, which has 
already been conununicated to the Grand Duke 
ioi Tuscany. You may cause some alluskm to 
be made to this circumstance in the newspapers 
of Italy, which are most read at Vienna, and in 
suqh a way as to make him fear that more 
might be said ; and if afterwards war does take 
jdace, the traitor must be totally unmasked, and 
the official documents puUished,-* in order that 
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it may be known at Vienna and aU over Bn* 
tape, that he hag fonnerif receiyed, and stilt 
feoeives monejr, and that he is the sole cause of 
a ^ar^ which he cMj |nxiiongs to favour Eog* 
land and increase the treasure with which she 
M^fpUes hitf . If any thing then excites sur- 
prise, it will be our having So loAg delayed the 
puUieation of such facts, and at last they must 
come to the knowledge of the Emperor. 

^ On OUT side we shall labour to turn in our 
fiivour the ofMuion of Eurc^, which -is in gseal 
part already for us ; this i$ an expedient, or 
Midler a weapon, which we must not neglect. 
We intend to circulate documents that will 
dett*iy make it appear that the Courts of Vienna 
and London were quite i^reed with the ftotion 
winch has just been upset in Franoe, and witt 
Aiow how fer the negotiations <^ the two CEomrta 
and tiie movements of tiie interior proeeeded si^ 
multaneously . The ccttnmon and evident ol^ect 
of the members of Glichy, and <^ the Cabinet 
of the Emperor, was, the re-estahUshment 0f ^ 
King m France, and a degrading peace l^. which 
Italy was to be restored to her fcnmer masters. 

^ Should they talk to you about ^uitibrium 
ttid the balance of Europe, how much will you 
nbt have it in your power to say respecting Po- 
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land, wbk^ hw 90 tnateriiiij iiKnneased the 
power of Austria ; and tespe^ti^g irhiGhtlie Di- 
rectory ' has cofidescfeiided to finrbeaf pronoun- 
dag durjlng the course of tlife negotUfieyifi thdugh 
coiititiuidlj prompted to do so by the iilteredt 
'wbioh th^ take in the ffate of the Poles and of 
their country ! 

^ If you find that the negotiation cannot be 
broHght to a fiivouraUe issue> you wfll th^i 
proeecute the plan for the expulsion of the 
House of Austria ; and in that tase you will 
fed that the neutrality of Tuscany must not be 
regarded. 

" Ch. M. Talleyhand.** 

24th. — The Emperor had continued wtall du- 
ring the r^mainda* ai yesterday : he had passed 
the greatest ' part of the n%fat reading news- 
papers, and Was engaged in the same occupation 
when I saw him this moitiiag at ten o'dodc 

At two o'clock p. M. he took a bath, in 
winch he remained half aa hour. His strength 
increased, and the state of costiveness dsmi- 
nish^; but he complained of an acute pain in 
1^ right hypochcmdriac region, which efxtended 
ais far as the breast on the same side. 

36thi — The Emperor, after having esipe- 
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iienced a violent padn in the frontal region, wt» 
seized with a kind of drowsiness. Hetookafoot* 
badi into which some mustard-seeds were thrown^ 
and found relief from it. He compkdned of the 
nodserable state of his hedth. '* Can any thing 
*^ be more depferable than m j present condi^ 
•* tion ? This is not life, it is mere existence 

...... my health will never be restored even 

my present situation roust be precarious, and 
perhaps death will soon terminate my sufier- 
]ngs»'' He Ihecommended to me the autopsy 
of his corpse. — ** We are. not come to that; 
Sire,** answered I, " if your Majesty wffl only 
condescend to follow the treatment I have pre- 
scribed you are not near the term of your 

career.** — '• I should wish to believe you, Doc- 
*• tor, but the blisters dry very qmckly.**— - 
** They will soon resume energy, if your Ma* 

jesty wiD **—** Medicines again! You are 

a Doctor, and wotdd promise life to a corpse 
if it could take pills. But I do not decdve 
m3rself ; I feel that I am near my end. ' A& 
the powers of the vital functions are concen* 
trated on the spot which the cantharides have. 
^ excited : you will keep them on a weA or 
ten days longer, when you will have detained 
all the effect that can posnbly be expected 
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^ fcom tfaein.*' — *' In that case, Sire, we might 
try an issue." — " No : Corvisart had opened 
** one, but it is too troublesome and inconve- 
** meat; I will not have any." 

26th. — ^Napoleon worse than yesterday. — Ge* 
neral atony~r*icy coldness of the extremities* in 
spite of every means I could devise to restore 
warmth to them — excessive paleness. At three 
e'dock the Emperor went to the Grand Mar« 
shal's, where he remained till six. During that 
interval he was seized mth a shivering in all his 
fi»me, accompanied by excessive thirst. He 
drank lemonade* and caused a laj;ge fire to be 
lighted, near which he endeavoured to warm 
himselfl His strength was entirely exhausted. 
^ Is what a state am I, Doctor ! every thing 

seems to weigh upon me, to fatigue. me; I 

can scarcely support otyseiL You have not» 
*f amongst the resources of your art, any means 
^ of reviving the {day of the machine ?" He 
aocompanied diis with a gesture, indicating the 
whcde frame. I told Mm that medicine possessed 
many such means.— r^'^ Prmnpt and efficacious 7*^ 
^" Sire, time......'' — " Ah ! yes ; time ! You 

^' beguile pain, and death puts an end to it." 

27th and 28th. — Same state. — Pulse weak 
and agitated. — No improvement. 
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29tlL — The state of weakness had incfeased. 
Deep pain in the right hypochondriac region — ' 
dimndant evacuations of ill-digested matters^— ^ 
These evacuations had abeadj lasted some 
days. I endeavoured to obviate the serious 
consequences to which a continuation of such 
a state might lead, and insisted upon tib^ ne- 
eessity of a medical treatment. I dropped a 
few observations upon the alteration which had 
taken place in . the functions of the stomach, as 
well as the liver ; the Emporor hastily took 
them up : ** What are you sayii^ about the 
** stomach ? Know, Sir, tiiat mine is sound; and 
** that I have never, in anyplace, or under any 
^* circumstances, suffered the slightest pain ftom 
^ it* Therefore no more on that subject : do jxm 
*hear?^' 

30th.' — The Emperor very pale, and <9om- 
plaining of his extreme weakness. He Imd 
a violent . head-ach, and felt an annoying pain 
along the third part of the lower extremity o£ 
the right leg, in the right hypochondriac r^ion^ 
and in the epigastric region. During the nigfat, 
evacuation of bilious matters. He refused to 
take any medicine. 

3 1 St. — Napoleon worse than yesterday. He 
had passed a very restless night, and hbd had 
successively eight evacuations of liquid matters, 



OF NA?pL£ON. 359 

and undigested substances. The pain in the 
head and in the right hypochondriac r^on 
was still as violent — pulse low and agitatec|. 
During the day, three evacuations similar to 
those of the night. The patient was lying on 
a sofi^ i^Kler several coverings, tljiougl^ the 
thermometer of Fahrenheit was at sixty -five 
to sixtyrsjx d^gprees* The lower extrenuti^ 
almost constantly cdd. He persisted in refusing 
to take a^r medicines : I prescribed a strict 
diet, rice-water, and some enemas. Towards 
the eyeni^, pulse mpre regular, but weak/ and 
Napoleon felt ritther better. He complained 
t}i9t the dqjpi upon which the blist^^ had )[»e^ 
«p^ed lYifs still red, and oocaaioned a sensa- 
tion (^ exqessiye irritation. 

Noveoiber 1st. — The Emperor had passed 
a toleral;^ nij^t, and had jonly had one evacmi- 
tion, of the same nature as the precedybog.— Pii)|e 
inregular and nervous; pain in t^ie head, camber 
violent; digestion very laborious, though .the 
patient had taken but very little food; the 
stomach painfully distended by the presence of 
gas, which occadoned fr^equent insipid ructatipns. 
The fain in the liver had increased: a dry and 
atano^ iCQiitJAual cough, caused by the state of 
the stomach, pro4woed vomiting of aqueous 
matters. The icy coldness of the extremities 
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caused a spasmodic contraction of the cerebral 
nerves/ Towards evening all these symptoms 
disappeared, and the patient was evidently 
better. 

2d. — ^After a short slumber, the Emperor was 
awakened at four a. m. by a dry and nerrons 
cou'gfa, luxx>inpanied by insipid nictations and 
vomitings of aqueous matters. Anodyne po- 
tions allayed the irritation of these symptoms 
towards the break of day. At nine the Em- 
peror was calm and weak, mid took some light 
Ibod. At three P. M. the fits of coughing re- 
turned, accompanied by frequent ructations of 
an insipid nature, vomiting of aqueous matters, 
and painful distension of the siomadi. Pain in 
ttic head and the liver — ^icy coldness of the' lower 
extremities. — Application of wairm towels on 
the 1^, fidction on the abdomen^ witb a 
liniment of ammoniac and opium — dihning 
draught. Towards evening all these alamiing 

- symptoms subsided. 

3d. — ^The Emperor had passed a tolerably 
good night ; and there was an evident improve- 
ment in the patient's health. The prostration of 
strength, however, still continued. At twelve 
o'dock Napdeon Mt a vicdent pain in the head, 
coldness, and spasmodic contracti(His at the lower 

extremities. He recovered his appetite a little. 
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I proposed tppid baths of sea-water, — Couti- 
fiued coldness of the extremities. — ^Application 
of warm towels. 

4th. — Napoleon rather better. — Return of 
appetite — pulse low and regular. — T^d bath, 
composed of two-thirds of sea-water and one- 
third of soft water, in which the patient re- 
mained thijrtj-five minutes. 

5th. — C!ontinued improvement in the Empe- 
ror's health. He took another bath of salt-water, 
in which he remained about three quarters of an 
hwr. His sufferings had ceased awhile, and he 
b^an to talk and converse ; passing in review, 
amongst other topics, the works he had executed 
and the men he had protected in Italy. He had 
made roads from Pavia to Padua, from Padua 
•to Fusine and Ponte Longo, from Sarravalie to 
BeliuTio and Cadore, and from Vicenza to No- 
varra. He had dug the port of Malomocco, 
drained the valleys which terminate at Verona, 
thrown bridges over the Adig^, resti-afaied the 
inundations of the Bacchiglione, raised dykes, 
re-constructed canals and aqueducts — and yet 
this was only the banning ci what he had 
planned for Italy. From the things he had 
done, the Emperor passed to the men he had 
known, and sqpok« at some length of Cesa- 
rotti, the pomp and harmony of whose poetry 
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he liked He had assisted him, aad loadedhia 
with favours ; but hatred f<Aowed the abuse of 
victory : we became odious — we w^ere beatea ; 
the poet yielded to the general feeliiig of exas- 
peratioti, and applaiided our reverses. Thi^ 
ercor did iu>t» however, deinive hun of Napo- 
leon's benevolenoe ; for one of the first thiag^ 
the Emperor did, after the incorpcnration of 
Veuoey was to recommend Cesarotti to Prince 
Eugene. 

** My son/' wrote he to him, " when I oooir 
manded as General-in-cfaief in the Veqe|J0i) 
Stotesi before the treaty of Campo * Forawi^ 
the Abbe Cesarotti was presoited to me at 
Padua. He was a man of merit, but poor ; I 
received him in a distinguished manner, and 
gave him a pension from the funds of the-town, 
which was paid to him as long as the country 
remained under my d^)endence. The Aus- 
trians, who succeeded me» will, however, cer* 
tainly not have c<mtinued the pension to liim : 
learn, therefore, what is b€KX>me of him ; and 
if you find him out, let the pension be again 
paid to him, with the arrears." 

6th. — The Emperor's health continued lo 
improve. — Third bath of saitHKrater, in which 
Napoleon remained an houi", and then went 
into the garden. He was weak, and could 
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ksrdlj support himself. He sftt down near the 
pond, which was the usual object and liznit of 
hiB walk& He would remain theie for hours 
together, amusing himself by following the mo- 
tion of the fishes, throwing bread to them» stu- 
d^g their manners, taking an interest in their 
lores and their quarrels, and endeavouring with 
real anxiety to ind out tbe relations that exist 
between us and them. He pointed thenik out 
to our observation, enumerated them to us, and 
often sent for us to communicate his remarki. 
Unfortunately these litde creatulpes were sjtt 
tacked with vertigoes ; they struggled, floated 
M the water, and perished one after the othar. 
Napoleon was (teeply affected by this circUm* 
stance. — ^^You see very wdl,'' s^d he, ^Aat 
*' there is a fatality attached to me. Ever^ 
** thing I love, every thing that belongs to me, 
^ is immediately strm& : heaven and mankind 
** unite to persecute rae." 

From that moment, neither weather nor siok«> 
ness could prevent him from going daily to visit 
them himself; and he told me to see whether 
there were no means of assisting and saving 
them. I co«dd not conoeive whence proceeded 
this singular mortality, and examined whether 
it was caused by the water; but the exami- 
nation was too slow for the Emperor^s im- 
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patience, and he sent for me sei^end tiioes every 
dBj, and despatched me to ascertain whedier 
others had perished. I went, and muat confess 
that I experienced a lively satisfactiaa when I 
was enabled to inform him that they : were all 
alive. At last I discovered the cause of tUs 
accident whidi grieved Napoleon so mudi : . we 
had cemented the bottom of the basin with a' 
mastich containing a great proportion of copf)^, 
which had poisoned the water and destroyed 
the fishes. We took out those that were still 
alive, and put them into a tub. 

7th. — Same state as yesterday. — Foiuth bath 
of salt-water. — The Emperor rode out in the 
park. 

8th. — The Emperor oontinued better. — ^Fifth 
bath of salt-water. — Bide in the park in calash. 

9th and 1 0th. — Napoleon was toleraUy wdl 
on the preceding day ; but he had passed the 
night reading newspapers, and was extremely 
weak and languid. — Bath of salt-water» in 
which he remained half an hour. 

1 ith and 12th.— The state of the patient's 
healthy which on the preceding day had been 
very unfisivourable, had now hecome still woise. 
He was melancholy and oppressed, and expe- 
rienced a great prostration of stroigth, disgust. 
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a sebsatloii of heaviness, and .^flatnlfencies in llie 
abdottien. The pain in the liver recomnieficed 
with iienew^d violence, and extended towards: 
the epigattric reffim. To these symptoms were 
saperadded a rather acute pain aloi^ tiie 
sqsine and in the 1^ shoulder, a stubborn 
state of costiveness, and a pulse low and ner- 
vous. — Bath of salt-water of three quarters of 
an hour — enema — frictions on the spine and 
the left shoulder, with a liniment composed of 
ammoniac ; which produced an excellent re* 
suit 

13th. — The state of the Emperor's strength 
was not much more fisivourable than yesterday. 
He felt an unconqueraUe drowsiness, but his 
puke was regular. He took a HtilJe food, and at 
two K M. his usual bath of salt-water. — Con-^ 
thraation of the fiictions on the spine and the 
left shoulder. >' 

14th.— After the bath of salt-water the Em- 
peror mt stronger and in better spurits, and ate 
with tolerable ajpipedtB. — 'Frictions, with the 
usual liniment. 

Napoleon again took up the suliject of Italy,' 
and spoke at length of Oriani. ^ He is die 
''greatest geometrician that ever existed C' 
Napoleon had treated him with great dis- 
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tiaotidn, protec5ked Irim, and reoommetid^ hiin 
to Bnuie when he went out on his expedition 
to Bgypt. He had taken jdeasare in testifying 
pabMclj the respect he entertained for his learn- 
ings hy writing to him immediately after he had 
entered Milan ; thus honouring in his person aU 
those who eultii^^U^ sciences in Itidy : — 

^ Head-quarters of Milan, 6th Pnurial, I Vtli Year 
Of thdBtpiihlic i^ibii May, 1796.) 

" BONAPARTE, GENEEAL-lN-CHIEF OF THE 
ARMY OF ITALY, TO THE cmZEN ORIANI, 
ASTRONOMER. 

'* Sctfenoes which honour the human miad^ 
arts irhich embcUish life and transmit great 
adions to poeteiity, atejentiiled to spedatpr^ 
taction in repnUies. All men of gwOB, -a& 
those who have obtained a distinguisbid nHUc in 
the repuUic of letters^ ane Fretachiaen, in what- 
ever country they may be bom. 

^ Learned men have not hitfaerto enjoyed im 
Mflan the consideration due to them. Retired 
in iheir dosiets, they deemed themael Vea . for- 
tuttate when kings aird priests would coildescend 
not to molest them. This is no longer tiie case; 
the mind has become fine in Italy .... hi- 
quisitions, intolerance, and despots no longer 
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exkt in tliat country. I invite the learned .to 
unite together, and make known to me their 
views respecting ihe nieasnres to be adopted^ to 
give to science and. to the fine arts fresh vigour 
and a new existence. All those who choose to 
go to France will receive a distinguished wel* 
come from the Government. The French nation 
attaches a greater value to the acquisition of a 
leaned mathematician, a painter of repute, or a 
man eminent in his profession, whatever it may 
be, than of the finest and most flourishing city. 
^^ I therefore request. Citizen, that you wiU 
be the medium through which these sentiments 
are conveyed to the men distinguished for their 
koming in Milan.'' 
• - - 

Napoleon had. preserved a most partieular 
recollection of this celebrated man; he often 
qx>ke of him,, and took pleasure in relating tiie 
details <xf the first audimce he had given him. 
He described Qriani s timidity and embarrass* 
ment at the sight of the stately retinue of the 
staff, which quite dazzled him, and the trouble 
he had had to restore to him confidence and 
composure. ^ ^ You are here with your firiends ; 
we honour learning, and only wish to shew the 
respect we entertain fi>r it.' — ^ Ah ! General, 
excuse mc, but this pomp and splendour quite 
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** overpower me; I am not accustomed to witness 
** them/ *' He, however, recovered his sdf-pos^ 
session, and held with Napoleon a long con* 
versation, which produced in his ndnd a feeHng 
of surprise which he could not for a long time, 
overcome. He was unaUe to conceive how it 
was possible to have acquired, at the age of 
twentj-six, so much glory and science: the 
General was to him an inexplicable phenomenon. 

In praimig Che astronomer the Emperor men- 
tioned the name of M ^. '^ As lor that man# 

Sire, all the indulgence of your Majesty. ''— 

*' Yes, I know it ; he was only fiuthful after a' 
** victory. Berthier had often pointed him out 
'^ to me : but who would not have beoomie re* 
** fractory with so weak a man as Berthio* ? 
** Wben I asked him whedier he would be the 
** sport of a few busy intermeddling feUdws, 
** and whether he was not GeneraI4n-diief^ 
** *No!' he would answer; * you know very 
** wdl that even hei*e (at Genoa) I have not 
** ceased to be the chief of your staff.' " 

ISth. — The Emperor took his usual bath. 
Three enemas produced an excelletit eflfect ; but 
the patient complained of a sensatbn of heavi- 
ness in the abdomen, and the pain 
from the liver extended to both shoulders. 
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16th. — lAt eleven o <iock A. m. the Eiiiper«»* 
went down into the gftrden* He was weak and 
unaUe to walk ; I supported him : he neacjied a 
chair, and seeming to recover after a long and 
painful {effort, '< Well* Doctor, here am I then 
** at my last cast ! . No.moi^ energy or strength 
'^ left ; I bend under the load/' : I was going 
to answer him, but he was before-hand with 
me. ^^ I shall recover, of cowse ? A doctor 
^^ would soonev die than not assure a man at 
^ the last extremity that he is not ilL'' — *' I^p, 
Sire; but when . the prindple of life is stjU en- 
tire •••.;« " — ** It IS no IcMSger so; I .am going, I 
** feel that my hour is^ come/— ** Your Mf^esly 
has not yet reached the term of your exist- 
ence,, if y0u will only condescend to '* — 

'* Do what? .Take pills? or a decoction of 
*' bal*k, like at Mantua ?"— '' No^ Sire, much 
less, like at Venice." — " How so, Venice ! Your 
corpses haye then been constantly on tlie Jook- 
out ?"* PtohMy they also. told, you ,the num- 
ber of patients towards whom I had reciQurse 
**to coercive measures?'' — "No, Sire; I .only 
heard of lint,/ vinegar, and camphorated b^nmdy, 
which tlie Venetian authorities were to supply, 
and the generals of dividon cause to be admi- 

. * See page 225. 
voj^ I. 2 B 
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nistered." — " It was necessaiy td provide for 
the moveable hospitals .....•'—*' And to cure tlfe 
ftick and wounded." — ** What an obstinate mM, 
** wilJi his eternal medicines ! Doctor, we will 
** think about it." He rose, and I supported 
him again back to the house. 

He took a bath, in which he remained an 
hour. The atony became general; the pain in 
the liver was violent, and extended to the epi- 
gastric region. The stomach was distended by 
flatulencies, producing frequent insipid nicta- 
tions. Pulse low and nervous. 

1 7th. — ^Napoleon's health nearly in the same 
state. At ten o'clock he took a bath. 

18th. — The Bmpercnr was labouring under k 
deep depression of spirits and faculties. He 
experienced continual insipid eructations, and 
complained of acute pain in the epigastric re- 
gion. An issue was opened on the left ami, 
the incision for* which did not produce a single 
drop of blood. The salt-water baths suspended 
for the present. 

19th. — The Emperor went to lock at his 
fishes, tcKik a turn in the garden, and afterwards 
went out in the calash ; but he returned back 
before he had reached the park. 

The bandages of the issue were derailed ; I 
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Wj^iaceA them. The paUent ate with tolerable 
i^petite ; the functions of the stomach appeared 
less deranged. 

The £mperor no longer had any strength or 
eaefgy left : he was overpowered by the want 
of sleep, and experienced a degree of lassitude 
which he could not overcome. \* Qpctor, what a 
** delightfiil thing rest is ! Ilie bed is become for 
'' me a place of luxury ; I would not exchange 
** it for all the thrones in the woiid« What ai| 
'* alteration ! How fallen am I ! I, whose ac- 
tivity was boundless, whose mind never slum- 
bered, am now plunged in a lethargic stupor, 
** and must make an effort even to raise my 
eyelids ! I sometimes dictated upon different 
subjects to four or five secretaries, who wrote 
" as fast as words could be uttered : but then I 
^ was Napoleon; now I am no longer any thing; 
my strength, my faculties forsake me ; I dp 
not live, I merely exist." 
20t}u — ^The Emperor was absorbed in pro- 
found melancholy, and did not pronounce a 
single word 

21st and 22d. — ^Napoleon appeared still la- 
bouring under the same depression ai spirits* 
He ate very little, and consented to resume tb^ 
salt-water baths. 

2 b2 



4S 






372 I. ART MOMENTS 

23d, 24th, 25th, and 20th.— Same state as 
the preceding days. — Salt-water baths. 

27th. — The Emperor was in a gloomy mood. 
I examined the issue, and found it in a state of 
putrefaction ; I washed it with wine mixed 
with tepid water. — Usual bath. 

28th. — Napoleon was extremely dejected, and 
complained of a violent head-ach, end of a pain 
in the liver, accompanied by a sensation of hea- 
viness (douleur gravative au foie), — such were 
his expressions. He took some food, and found 
himself a little better. At three p. m. he ate 
with more than his usual appetite, and at four 
went out in the calash ; but after having driven 
very slowly in the park for a short time, he was 
seijied with violent nausea, and soon after vo- 
mited all tlie food he had taken. — State of stub- 
bom costiveness. — Usual bath. — The patient 
tcx)k two tonic pills. 

29th. — At seven in the morning the Empe- 
ror took two tonic pills. At three P. M. he 
was seized, immediately after his repast, with a 
dry cough extremely fatiguing. He attrilmted 
it to the use of the pills, and took advantage of 
that pretence to proscribe them entirely.— Con- 
tinunl state of somndency. — The patient re^i- 
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innined late in bed, rose, and went out in the 
calash for an hour. — Usual bath. 

30th. — The Emperor was in the same state 
as yesterday, with the exception of the cough, 
which had ceased. He refused to take any re- 
medy, even a bath. I attempted to combat his 
resolution. "What hopes can I entertain? 
•* What beneficial effect can I expect from me- . 
" dieines ? Doctor ! nothing useless should be 
"done.*' 

Dec. lst.---The Emperor was a little better : 
he rode out in the calash. I endeavoured to 
revive his recollections, by speaking to him of 
the effect produced by his return from Egypt. 
" It is true," said he, " that it was incalculable : 
it restored confidence to the troops, and hope 
to the generals, who, condemned, dismissed, 
teaten, only aspired to avenge their defeats, 
*' and to escape from the ignominious yoke of a 
handful of lawyers who were hastening France 
to her ruin. I appeared to them like the 
" Messiah ; every one hailed my arrival with 
ble^isings. But the man of all others to whom 
it was most acceptable (because he lamented 
*• most deeply the misfortunes of our country,) 
" was Championet : he immediately wrote to 
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*^ the Directoiy, and tendered his resignatiofl' 
'* Look for his letter/' I did so, send read, — 

'' Head-qu^rten, Coni, 4th October^ 1790. 

** chaMpionet, oeneral-in^hief, to the 
executive directohy. 

** I hare just heard in an authentic manner^ 
Citizens Directors, of the safe arrival of General 
Bonaparte in France, and I have hastened to 
communicate this intelligence to the army of 
Italy, by an order of the day. It has difiused 
joy and hope in every heart, and I am certain 
that the army wiU again march from victoiy to 
victory, if it is again guided by that hero. His 
name carries terror in the ranks of the enemy, 
and doubles the courage of our soldiers. It is 
for him to raise up the prostrate tree of liberty 
on the spot where he himself planted it, and to 
make the tyrant of Austria tremble a second 
time upon his tottering throne. In requesting 
you. Citizens Directors, in the name of our 
country, of the army, and of the liberty of 
Italy, to entrust the command of the army to 
General Bonaparte, I beg you will accept my 
riesignation* The burthen is too heavy for me; 
and I shall be sufficiently rewarded for all the 
efforts I have hitherto made to assure the 
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triumph of the repablic, and the liberty of my 
countrymen, if I can again contribute to render 
our dear country free and happy. 

" Championet." 

2d. — The Emperor was in a state of deep 
languor, and complained very mudi of the pain 
oocaiioned by the issue, whi(&, however, pre- 
sbiited a satisfactory appeuance. 

3d. — Napoleon evidently much better. 

4th.— Same state. 

5th and 6th. — The Emperor's health goes on 
improving. 

7l9i« — He was well ; and applied himself dur- 
ing twH) successive hbui^ to serious occupations, 
ivithoiit experiencing the least inconvenience. 
At floiiie o'clock, as the weather was fine, he ex- 
pressed a wish to take an airing in the open ca- 
lash; but having, been too much exposed to the 
he4t of the sun, he dame back extremely tired, 
and with a violait head-ach. I advised a pe- 
dUuvium. He then told me that he had been 
sbffering for the last three days with a ^kind of 
strangury. — Tepid bath of half an hour's dura- 
tion. Towards evening the patient experienced 
an acute pain in the head. He was in a state 
of profound melancholy, and almost continual 
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floiDDoleiicy. Pulfle weak and nerrous — general 
sensalioa of ailing:. 

8th.— The Emperor was a little better ; \m^ 
he was still gloamj and restless* I endeavoured 
to divert his mind by recalling the reoollectiap 
of men who bad, I knew, been dear to him. I 
pronounced the name of Dessaix. — ^ DwwarK ! 
*^ he was fiiU of devotednessy generous, and tor- 
^ mented by the passion of glory: his death 
** was one of the calamities that befel me.". He 
stopped. I was at a loss how to renew the con- 
versation. I hazarded a word . respecting the 
victories which this general had gained iii 
Egypt. — *^ He would have conquered any wliere* 
He was skilful, vigilant, daring; little re- 
garding fatigue, and death still less : he would 
** have gone to the end of the world in search 
** of victory. I had, besides, chosen for him 
** lieutenants wc»thy of him. Belliard ; was 
^ equally qualified for the cabinet and the field : 
^^ he directed the irrigations, encouraged culti^ 
** vatiou, and dispersed the Beys ; he was agii- 
** culturist, governor^ captain, and as much 
*' dreaded by the Mamelukes as he was agree- 
** able to the Chdks. He commanded the van* 
guard of iUexandria at Cairo. He had the 
option of all the privations to which we were 
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'^ exposed : but nature had gifted him with ail' 
** undaunted courage ; the desert did not alarm 
^ him. He restrained the troops which many 
** others were exciting to rebellion, and ever 
*• remained devoted to the cause. I was aware 
** of his capacity atid of his fidelity^ and wished' 

• • • t 

to take him to Syria, but Dessaix remonstrated 
against my doing so ; he was anxious to pre« 
•* serve Belliard, and I therefore did not re- 
** move him. Btave Dessaix ! he ' was much 
^ grieved at the faults committed by the Direc. 
^ tory, and at the great preparations they had 
** made for offensive warfere. * The intelligence 
** of these reverses, answered he to me, when I 
** announced to him that war had again bro&en 
** out in Europe, * has not surprised me, but has 
^ been the subject of considerable affliction to 
** me. It is easy to see that you are no longer 
in that Italy where you have had such bril- 
liant success : but you will return there ; yoii 
*' wiU render the nation illustrious, whilst we 
•* are dragging on a miserable existence in the 
■* midst of the Arabs. Who will know the 
" greatness of your ideas ? Who will appre* 
** date your generous intentions ? That wai* 
** of Germany is a horrible thing : I am quite 
" enraged at not being there. Think of us, of 
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^ our ntuatioDy our passioii for gloiy ; but fint 
*' of an save France.' — I was not sony to have 
** his approbation, and I set out : you know 
'' the result** 

15th. — The Emperor went out in the calash, 
but returned extremely tired, and suffering with 
nervous agitaticwu He could not enjoy a smgle 
moment of tranquillity; but after having taken 
a calming draught, he found himself better dup- 
ing the remainder of the day. 

18th. — Napofeol had passed a night of ex- 
cessive i^itatioiiy and was stiU labourii^ under 
extreme dcfiression of spirits. At about three 
o*ck)ck he took a tqiid bath, in whidi he re- 
mained until four. He was weak and d^ected: 
he attempted to walk about the drawing-room, 
b«t his legs bent uAder his weight, and he waa 
obliged to ait dawn. — '^ They are exhausted, 
said he, with an expression of sorrow ; ^ see, 
(he was feeling them) ''therc is nothing left: 
^ mere skeletons." I endeavoured to perroade 
him that thdur emaciated sti^ was a conse« 
qttenoe of the disease and did not pTDgnoflticate 
any thing as to the final result. — ** No, Doctor ; 
<< evearjr thing must have a term : I am fast ap- 
^ {MToaching min^ aild I do not r^ret it, for I 
** have, indeed, no reason to be attached to life." 
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1 7th. — ^Tbe Emperor hiid again experietieed 
violent agitations diiring the ni^t^ head-ach» 
ami pain iti tHe abdomen ; gloomy and l^eevMh 
mood. The state of languor le^ apparent than 
on the preceding days. 

18th.— Alternations of improvement ind re- 
lapse wiere oontuitlal until the 28th. 

26th. — Extreme prostration of strengdi. The 
Stiiperor passed a b&d night, and one of great 
agitatioii. He complained of ati aihlte pain, 
which extended i&*om the ri^ht hypochondriac 
to the epigastric r^on. The abdomen was 
ha^ and sweUed, head heavy and painjfbl, 
pulse low and nervous. 

I had long b^ged of Napoleon to allow ha 
tJeeth to be cleaned, and he at last agreed, 
lliey were so .loaded with tartar, this sab- 
stance had so insinuated itself between the 
teeth, the gutns, and the sockets, that the fdr- 
mer were almost entirely detached. The four 
inferior incisors were entirely isolated, and no 
longer held. 

26th. — ^The Emperor -had passed a better 
night ; but he persisted in remaining two hours 
in the bath, and found himself rather incom-* 
moded from it. He perused with great avidity 
the newspapers which had arrived from Europe ; 
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and in them he read the death of his mster. 
Princess Eliza. This intelligence threw him 
into a state of stupor. He was in his arm-chair, 
his head hanging down on his breast, motionless, 
like one a prey to violent grief: deep sighs 
escaped at intervals from his breast ; he raised 
his eyes, cast them down again, fixing them 
alternately upon me and the ground, and lock- 
ing fixedly at me without uttering a single 
word. At last he extended his arm towards 
me, and I felt his pulse. It was weak and 
irregular. I wished him to take a little orange* 
flower water, but he did not seem to have 
heard me. I entreated him to go out and 
breathe the open air in the garden. — ** Do you 
^ think,*' said he, in a low and altered tone of 
voice, ** that it can relieve me from the state of 
oppression under which I am labcfuring?** — 
I do,' Sire; and, at the same time, I again en- 
treat your Majesty to use also the beverage I 
have proposed to you." He consented, * and 
after having tasted it, a considerable quantity 
of gas escaped fr(Hn his mouth ; his sighs be- 
came less frequient and less deep, and he was 
seized with hiccups. I aj^ain presented the glass 
to him : he drank a second time, and felt re- 
lieved. — '* You wish me to go into the garden : 
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*^ be it so." He rose with difficulty ; and lequ- 
ing on my arm, ** I am veiy weak," said he ; 
" my trembling legs can hardly support me.'* 

The weather was beautiful. We went as; far 
as the summer-house, and he attempted to walk 
a few paces ; but his strength failed, and he 
was obliged to sit down upon a bench which 
was near us. " Ah ! Doctor, how tii'ed I am I 
^* I must, however, own that the oppression is' 
considerably diminished. The orange-flower 
water which you have given me has detached 
that superabundance of gas which fatigued 
me, and I f<eel that the pure air I breathe does 
me good. I had never, to this day, experi- 
enced any pain in the stomach or the bowels, 
^ and I did not know that air could lodge 
^' there in such considerable quantity. It is 
** true, that having never been ill, and never 
'* having taken any medicines, I am not likely 
^ to know much of these matters, and the state 
" I am now in appears to me 50 extraordinary, 
" that I can hardly conceive it^" He was silent 
for a few minutes, and then resumed: " The 
papers announce that Princess Eliza died of 
a nervous fever, and that she has appointed 
Jerome guardian of her children. What do 
physicfans understand by nervous fever?" — I 
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tM him. — '* Did ym know Princess £iiaa wbeii 
** she was Grand DuKsttefs of Tu^ny ?"' — ** Yes, 
Sure." — *' ^le had become extreioely delkate^and 
'' assiized me that, if she had gireii way to her 
ailings, she would h$ve been constantly confiQed 
to her bed; and that it was only her great ac-» 
dvity that had upheld her and kept l)er alive. 
*' For my part, I am of her opinion, and think 
*' that a life of activity is always farouraUe to 
^^ health in men as well as animals. I have tried 
'' the experiment upon my own self, and you may 
** now observe the consequences of a contrary 
regimen. Eliza, from her infimcy, was i^poud 
and independent ; she was a match for every 
** one of us. She was endowed with abilitiea, MtA 
*' a prodigious degree of activity, and knew the 
«« affairs of her cabinet and states as well as the 
*^ most skilful diplomatist might have done. She 
** conducted the department for foreign affairs ; 
andy although she felt a reluctance in being 
otdiged to apj^y to my ministers, she corre^ 
sponded directly with tlKm, and reskted them 
^ often, and sometimes even obliged me to in- 
terfere in the discussions. Being, however, 
lively, and of acute feelings, she was easily 
** moved ; the least obstade or opposition was 
^' sufficient to excite her anger; but that anger 
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** was almost immediatdlj dispelled; for Bliza^s 
^ heart was excdient, generous, asid devtfted. 
'^ She was fond of luxury, cultivated sciences 
^* and arts, and had the ambition to exercise 
^ a kind of superiority over her sisters* She 
^ wished to be above them in authority, as she 
^* was in age. I know not how far the news of 
^ her death must be credited, in tl>e manner 
^^ related in the papers ; but what appears to 
^* me unfounded is, that she has appointed Je- 
** rome guardian of her children. To render 
^* that admissible, it must be suj^sed that 
^ Baciocchi is either dead or absent, otherwise 
*' he is their guardian, by the right of law and 
•* nature. Have you known Prince Baciocchi^'' — 
^^ I have seen him sometimes, but have never 
spoken to him.'' — "What was the opinion enter- 
** tained of him at Florence ?" — " He was looked 
upon as a good kind of man, who did not apply 
himself much to affairs, and only sought to enjoy 
the advantages of his situation.'' — " That opi- 
" nion was a correct one. He was always very 
** fond of a retired life, and never liked to 
*^ trouUe himself about any thing but his own 
^* person. His peaceable disposition formed a sin- 
'* gular contrast with the active unquiet spirit 
'* of Princess Eliza. Do you know how many 
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" diitdren she has left ? " — " She was delivered 
of a pretty little girl in Tuscany, and of a boy 
in the Venetian States. I do not know whether 
she has had any children since." 

The Emperor rose, leant upon my arm, and 
looking steadfastly at me, said: *^ You see, Doc- 
*^ tor, Eliza has just shewn us the way. Death, 
*^ which seemed to have overlooked my family, 
now begins to strike it: my turn cannot be 
very far distant ; what think you ?'' — *^ Your 
Majesty is not yet near the term of your exist- 
ence ; you are still destined for some glorious 
enterprise." — " Ah ! Doctor, you are youngs 
** full of health ; but I ! I have no longer any 
" strength, activity, or energy left ; I am no 
*' longer Napoleon. You endeavoiu* in vain to 
** revive hope— to recall life on the point of 
*^ esc&ping. Your care is without avail against 
** fate ; its decrees are immutable, its decisions 
** without appeal. The first person of our family 
** who will follow Eli2a to the grave, is that 
great Napoleon, who here drags ou a misera** 
b)e existence, who sinks under its weight ; 
** but who, however, still keeps Europe in s 
'^ state of alarm. It is thus. Doctor, that I con<- 
" sider uiy present situation. Young as you 
** are, you have a long career before you; but 
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^' jfop iDe, all is over ; and I repeat thatr.Day 
^' days. will soon end op this miserable rock!" ^ 
We returned into the house, and Napoleon 
went to bed, " Let the windows be closed, 
^ Doctor, and leave me : I will send for you 
^^ presently." He did send ; and I found bixn 
greatly depressed in spirits : he was speaking 
of his son/ and of Maria Louisa. Such a. con- 
versation was painfuU and I endeavoiu*ed to 
give it another turn, and recall to his mind re- 
eollectioos which did not appeal painfully to 
his feelings. ^^ I understand you. Doctor : well ! 
"be it so ; let us forget — if, indeed, the heart 
" of a &ther can foiget.'' 

27th. — The Emperor was labouring under 
ar^deep depression of spirits. 

28th.' — Same state as the preceding day. 
Head-ach — ^ frequent and insipid nictations — 
nausea — dry and nervous cough. I ordered a 
cafaning draught. 

29th. — The Emperor nearly i^ the same 
state; the cough had, however, in a measure 
subsided : the pulse was low. and irregular. 

30th. — Napoleon was much worse: he was 
seized with a general shiveriQg, and experienced 
alternations of heat and cold. His pulse was 
weak and nervous, deglutition difficult — intole- 
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able heftd-ech. — ** Well, Doctor, how do you 
^ find me ? What do you think of the state in 
•* which I am ?" — ** That it is not alarming ; 
that it is improying, and that your Majesty 
would be quite well if you would consent to 
take a medicine very ample in itself." — ** What 
" is it ?•*— « Some syrup of ether/'— •* What is 
"syrup of ether?" I explained it to him. 
** What eflFect does it produce ?" I told him. 
" You are quite sure of it ?" — " Yes, Sire." — 
** WeU, let me have some : make haste !" I 
gave him a spoonful of it ; he took it, and 
found himself relieved, but the medicine left 
a taste in his mouth : that was quite enough, 
he would have no more of it. 

31st. — ^The Emperor was rather better; but 
having remained two hours in a tepid bath, he 
was indisposed the remainder of the day, and 
all the morbific symptoms of the preceding 
day reappeared. I entreated Napoleon to take 
another dose of syrup of ether, but he refused : 
I insisted — ^he grew impatient, and told me it 
was labour lost. " But, Sire, the effects are so 
evident." — " Evident indeed! I did not dose 
** my eyes a single moment : I never passed so 
" bad a night."—" The action of this medicine 
" is so mild." — " It may be, for stomachs accus- 
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^' tomed to physic ; but mine is yet undefiled, 
^' and a stranger to medicines : the mere 
** effluvia arising from your drugs is sujOkient 
to contract it. Apply on the exterior every 
i^medy you think proper, I have no objec- 
tion ; but to introduce into my body a mass 
of preparations and ingredients capable of 
^ destroying the strongest constitution, is what 
** I never will consent to : I will not have two 
** diseases ; one given by nature, and the other 
^* by the physician/' 

January 1st, 1821. 

The health of the Emperor did not present 
any apparent improvement. 

2d. — ^I saw Napoleon at eight o'clock a. m., 
and found him a little better. He was in 
bed; and, wishing to give a little air to the 
room, I opened the wmdow, in doing which it 
slipped from my hand ; I sought to seize it, 
wounded myself, and the blood b^an to flow. 
The Emperor saw it, and jumped out of bed. 

Doctor, you have cut your hand! Quick! a 

physician! Run for the English surgeons! 
** Wounds are dangerous in this climate : you 
" know that the least delay may be mortal. 
" Hasten, some of you, to the camp.** 

2c2 
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The wound was indeed serious enough : the 
tendons extensors of the three last fingers were 
almost severed; but I felt so affected and 
confiised on seeing the anxiety manifested by 
Napoleon, that I thought much more of quiet- 
ing his apprehensions than of dressing my own 
wound : this I, however, did. I had to suffer 

« 

fever, and a general sensation of indisposition ; 
and after three or four days' confinement found 
myself again able to attend the Emperor,.who 
had been unremitting in demonstrations of. in- 
terest and solicitude. 

6th. — The Emperor had been for the last 
three days in the same situation, neither better 
nor worse. He took two piUs, each composed 
of three grains of watery extract of bark and 
a quarter of a grain of opiiun of Beaiun6. 

6th. — The pulse was more favourable, and 
the Emperor found himself better and ate with 
appetite. State of extreme costiveness, which 
three enemas were insufficient to remove. 

7th.' — The patient passed a tolerable night : 
at daybreak took an enema, which afforded 
relief. Pulse low and nervous— heaviness in 
the abdomen — general agitation. I prescribed 
four tonic pills ; two at night and two in the 
morning. 
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8th. — The Emperor took the tonic pills, but 
his health did not improve. 

9th. — Same state as yesterday. The Em- 
peror only took two tonic pills. 

1 0th. — I presented the pills to the Emperor, 
but he refiised to take them any more. " The 
** effect they produce is so evident," said he, 
" that it is not worth while to continue them : 
" put them by ; I have a superabundance of 
** health since I have taken them. If I must 
" die, I wish to die of disease." I was going to 
answer, but he resumed. " I know you wiU 
" tell me that time is necessary, and it is always 
" safe to appeal to time. But were tonic pills 
" known to Hippocrates or Galen ? Had they 
" tried their marvellous virtues ? Ah ! Doctor, 
" life is a mystery, which you vainly endeavour 
" to penetrato ! you see no more in it than 
" they did ; and they saw no more than you 
" do. Let us cease to grope our way blindfold, 
" and trust to nature ; that is much better." 

14th. — The Emperor was better ; he ate with 
appetite, and rode out in the calash in the park. 
22d. — Napoleon's health had evidently im- 
proved since the 14th; his strength and ap- 
petite returned, and he continued to take 
exercise in the garden and the park. I often 
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attempted to induce him to take some medicines 
to complete his cure^1)ut i never could succeed. 
*• The devil take your medicines/' said he at 
last ; " I have already told you a hundred times 
** that they would not do for me. I know my 
^ disease and my constitution better than you 
and all the physicians in the world. If I 
can perspire, and the wounds in my thigh 
open anew, I am cured. Yes, Doctor, give 
me strength to go three or four leagues on 
horseback without stopping, and to continue 
** the same exercise during fifteen or twenty 
** successive days, and you will see what health 
*^ I shall enjoy. Suppose that instead of being 
^ Napoleon, I was one of the poor devils of this 
** island, and that by dint of thrashing and horse- 
" whipping about the 1^ I was forced to run 
^ about and work like them, should I not be 
^ soon well again ? Should I not perspire con- 
siderably? Would not the equilibrium be 
soon restored ? Should I not recover my 
** health ? ** The more he spoke, the more he 
exalted his idea of the extraordinary power of 
the human will. ^ You seem not to believe me, 
^ Doctor ; but tell me, if I were at this moment 
** in presence of a Uon, a tiger, or a bear, and I 
** had no other means of escape than flight, do 
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'* you think that my strength would not sudden- 
** ly return ; that my legs would not obey the 
impulse of my will, and that my nerves would 
not answer the appeal of nature, to save me 
*< fix>m danger? At this v^y moment, whilst 
^^ I am speaking to you, I feel in me something 
** that electrifies me, and induces me to bdieve 
'* that the machine would still act in obedience 
<< to my sensations and to my will; and is that 
^' not a stimulus fully equal to the fear of horse- 
** whipping ? Well ! what do you think about 
** it now, Dottaraccio di Capo Corso ?" continued 
he, pulling my ears. ** Come, am I not right ?" 
I replied, that his remedies might be excellent, 
but that they were capaiAe of killing the strong- 
est men, and that as they were not to be found 
in the Phannacopoeia I could not recommend 
them to him. The Emperor laughed, and then 
began to argue respecting his disease, and the 
treatment proper to be used for it. ** I am 
^ certain," said he, ** that to conmiit an excess 
^* would restore the eqiulibrimn in my frame. 
My curative system has never been to take 
medicines, but to observe diet during one or 
two days, or to commit some excess in op- 
pcisition with my usual habits. Thus, for 
*' instance, if I had been too long resting, I 
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took a long ride on horsebaick, or hunted for 
a whole day without stopping. . If I had been 
undei^oing too much fatigue, I remained quiet 
" during twenty-four hours or ^ longer ; and I 
" assure you that my method has never failed, 
" and that the shock always produced a favour- 
t^ able result. It is true also that a constitution 
!* like mine is seldom to be met with. When I 
" wished to sleep, I slept, be the place, chp the 
" hour what they might; when I happened .to 
" drink or to eat too much,^ my stomach rejected 
" the superfluous portion; in a word, my nature 
^^ was not like that of all men. : All that is 
now gone ; I feel it ; but am not .yet wiihout 
resource." Then after a pause he exdaimed, 
Will you not say at last, Dottm'accio Maledetio, 
"that. I am right? Is my medicine not pre- 
" ferable to yours ?" I replied , that undoubted- 
ly his system was good, since he had in its^ fa- 
vour, a constantly successful experience, but that 
in his present situation the case might be .very 
different : His Majesty was now really ill, and 
his disj^ase required the use of internal r^nedies 
to cure it and re-establish his health: that .he 
ought to lead a quiet life, take moderate exercise, 
and Jn proportion to his strength, and that a-ny 
excess could only be productive of . fatal con- 
sequences. " We have it now," said he laugh- 
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ing ; ^^ these devils of physidans are all alike ; 
" when they wish to bring their patient to do a 
^^ thing, they deceive him and frighten him. Is 
" it not so, Dottoraccio ?" (slightly striking me 
with his hand.) " Well, then, we will obey the 
" orders of medicine." 

He was, however,, so ftdly convinced of the 
excellency of his system, and so full of confi- 
dence in the favourable results that would fdHow 
a violent and sudden alteration in, his way of 
living, that he resolved to try the experiment. 
He therefore ordered his horse to be saddled, 
galloped about the old limits of Longwood, and 
rode no less than five or six miles. He was fol- 
lowed only by his chasseur Noverraz, and his pi- 
queur. But this violent exercise did not produce 
the effect he had anticipated ; no perspiration 
took place, and he even found himself much in- 
disposed. He repeated the attempt three or 
four times, and with as little success: in fact, he 
was rather worse than better. " I now see," said 
he, with a tone of affliction, 'f that my strength 

forsakes me; Nature no longer answers as 

formerly to the appeals of my will; .violent 
" shocks are no longer suited to my debilitated 

frame : but I shall attain the end I propose 

by moderate exercise." 
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2S<L — ^The Emperor was labouring under 
a profound depression of spirits; he still i^ 
persuaded that exercise would sare him, and 
lamented his situation, which did not allow him 
to take any. ^ If, at least, I could bear the 
<' calash; but the jerks give me nausea, and the 
^ motion of riding on horsebadc is worse stilL" — 
^ Sire," said General Montholon, *^ perhc^s the 
see-saw would do you good, if your Majesty 
were to try ?"-^" True ! the see-saw, perhaps ; 
^ I will try : hare one larranged." This was im- 
mediately done ; but this motion produced no 
fiurouraUe effect, and he soon gave it up. 

24th. — Napoleon was still very much deject- 
ed: he spoke of his health; complained of 
weakness and nervous irritation. I asked him 
to allow me to feel his pulse, and he extended 
his arm with indifference, saying, ** A general 

mi^t as weU listen^ in order to ascertain how 

his army is mancBuvring." When I had done 
he withdrew his arm. ** Well, what does the 
^ pulse indicate ?" — *' That your strength is 
retnmiikg, and that your Majesty is going to be 
better." — ** Of course ! I fed a repugnance for 
^' every thing ; every thing inspires me with 
«< disgust ; my stomach cannot bear the lightest 
** solid substance ; but still I am going to be 
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^ better ! Doctor, do not attempt to 
"Ihe; I can die !" 

25th. — -The Emperor wm plmiged in tiie 
deepest melancholy. He experienced netvous 
agitatioDis, was weak, and fett himself illy very ill. 
26th. — Napoleon was much better, and his 
spirits were conseijuentlj much less depressed. 
He only complained of slight attacks of colic, 
which were soon dispelled. 

He had heard, a few days before, the details 
of the Spanish revolution. That event did not 
appear to surprise him much ; he had foreseen 
it, and merely said to us^ ^ Ferdinand is a man 
'* incapable of governing himself, and, dfartiarif 
*^ the Peninsula. With respect to die Constitu- 
** tion of die Cortes, it is in opposition with the 
^ dogmas of the Holy Alliance ; it strikes at 

the foundation of the prgudices and interests 

of devotees, and cannot therefore last long. 
** Those who have promulgated it have nei- 
** ther the strength nor the means necessary to 
** maintain it." 

The intelligence of the events at Naples pro- 
duced a greater effect, and put him in good 
spirits. ** As for that revolution," said he, ^ I 
** must confess I did not expect it. Who would 
*' ever have supposed that a set of Maccheronai 
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' ** would ape the Spaniards, proclaim their prin* 
** ciples, and rival them in courage ?" . Then, 
quitting the tone of pleasantry, " No doubt," 
: said he to us, " that of the two Ferdi- 
** nands one is not better than the other ; but 
the question does not turn upon them — it is 
upon their respective nations; and between 
" these there is so great a difference in point of 
« energy and elevation of sentiments, that either 
*^ the Neapolitans are mad, or this movement of 
" theirs is the forerunner of a general insurrec- 
tion : for, in presence as they are of the rulers 
of Italy, what can they do if they are not 
supported by some great nation ? If they are, 
I applaud their patriotism ; but if it be other- 
wise, how much I pity my good and dear 
Italians ! They will be immolated, and the 
" sacrifice of their generous blood will not 
^^ benefit the beautiful soil which gave them 
" birth ; I pity them ! Unfortunate people ! they 
are distributed in groups, divided, separated 
among a parcel of princes who only serve to 
'* excite aversions, to dissolve the tie3 which 
" unite them, and to prevent them from agreeing 
" together, and co-operating with each other for 
" the attainment of their Common liberty. It 
" was that tribe-like spirit I was endeavouring 
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** to destroy ; it was with a view to gaiii this 
*^ object that I annexed part of Italy to France, 
*^ and formed a kingdom of the other part. I 
^^ wished to eradicate local habits, partial and 
narrow views, to model the inhabitants after 
our manners, to accustom them to our laws ; 
** then to unite them together, and restore them 
to the ancient glory of Italy. I proposed to 
make of all these States, thus agglomerated, a 
compact and independent power, over which 
mj second son would have reigned, and of 
which Rome, restored and embellished, would 
have been the capital. I should have removed 
Murat from Naples ; and from the sea to the 
Alps only one sway would have been ackriow- 
** ledged. I had already l^^un the execution 
of that plan, which I had formed with a view 
to the interest of Italy ; workmen were al- 
^* ready engaged in clearing Rome of its ruins, 
^* and in draining the Pontine Marshes : but 
war, the circumstances in which I was placed, 
and the sadrifices I was obliged to ask of the 
people, did not allow me to do for them what 
I wished. Such were, my dear Doctor, the 
motives which stopped me. I saw, in 1814, 
the fault, the great fault, I had committed ; 
but the hour of reverses was come, and the 
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** evil was irreparohle. Had I had time to 
,^ carry my projects and intentions into efiek, I 
** should not have fallen; I should not have been 
^ exikd to the island of Elba, and stiSi less 
^^tfarotvn upon this rode. Ah! DoctCHr, ivfaat 
recollections, what epochs^ that beautifol Italy 
necaUs to my mind ! Methinks the moment 
i&'only just gone by when I tdok the ccon- 
^ maad of the anny that ccmquered it. I was 
^* young like you, I possessed your vivacity, 
<« your ardour, I felt the consciousness of my 
^ powers^ and burned to enter the lists. I had 
already given proofs of what I could do : my 
aptitude was not contested, but my youth 
displeased those old soldiers who had grown 
grey on the field of battle. Perceiving this, 
^ I felt the necessity of compensating this dis- 
** advantage by an austerity of prindples from 
*^ which I never departed. Brilliant actions 
'^ were required to conciliate the affection and 
** confidence of the military, and I performed 
some : we marched, and every thing vanished 
at our approach. My name was soon as dear 
to. the people as to the soldiers ; I could not 
'* be insensible to this unanimity of hmnage, 
^Vand became indifferent to every thing that 
" was not glory. The air resounded with ac- 
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clamatioDS on my passage ; every thing was 
at my disposal ; all were at my feet : but I 
** only thought of my farave soldiers^ of France, 
and posterity! It was in vain that the 
beautifdl Italian ladies displayed all their at- 
** tractions ; I remained unmoved by their se- 
ductions. They consoled themselves with 
my suite ; and one of them, Countess C , 
** left Louis, at our f^^ssage through Bresda, 
^ a token of her favours which he will long 
** recollect." 

Seven a, m. — The Emperor was in bed, al- 
ternately dosing and waking: he afterwards 
went out, took a ride in the calash for an hour, 
came in very tired, and fell asleep on his sofa. 

At seven P. M. bilious evacuations, accompa- 
nied by slight pains of coUc. Napoleon had 
scarcely taken any thing the whole day.— Pulse 
weak and nervous. 

27th. — The Emperor had passed a very bad 
night. — Extreme weakness — pulse low and 
slightly nervous— -dry cough — countenance 
gloomy. 

I ventured to propose a prescription, but 
Napoleon grew impatient, and manifested the 
greatest aversion to every kind of medickie. 
At seven p. m. he was in bed ; he had dined 
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at six/ but kb st<Mwcli rejected the £mxL he 
had' teteD» afaoMt imsi^atdy i i^lifec. 

28th.~-BxtraBie prQAtacation of str^gthr- 
ejes livid and mariy exljinct — -dry and ner- 
vous cough — mouth parched — distresejng thirst 
— paiuftil sensation » the stomach. 
29th. — SaiM' state. — Deep melancholy. 
. 30th. — The Empetor's health was in a de. 
pk»able state ; but his sufferings only, tended, to 
increase his aversion to all medicines. I en- 
deavoured in vain to comhat and overcome his 
r^nignance : he pesistedt promised^ elided ; and 
at the very moment when I thought I had ob- 
tained what I wished, I found that I had not 
gained any thing. I was overwhelmed with 
the spectacle of this great man consuming 
before my eyes ; grief at seeing the remedy at 
hand, and not being able to apply it, affecticm, 
regret — all these sentiments agitated my mind ; 
my strength was exhausted. Napoleon per- 
ceived it, and said to me, ^' You are not well ; 
you are suffering; 3'ou are sinking under some 
disease. Are you also doomed to fall a vic- 
tim to this horrible climate ? Courage ! I 
will send for a physician from Europe to 
assist "you." I was so overjoyed, at this re- 
sdution, that I did not allow myself sufficient 
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leirare to weigh my answw. *^ Ah ! Site/' re- 
plied I with emotion, *' make haste, then, whibt 
it lis yet time."— « Whilst it is yet time ! What 
do you mean ? Is it you that are to die before 
he arriires, or I ? If such is my fate, be it so : 
but in.no case will I conisult, or see, the English 
physicians who are in the island : I would 
*^ rather suffer than see them round me. Be- 
sides, of what use could they be to me ? I have 
|daced my confidence in you — ^you take an 
y interest in me : I judge of your attachment by 
** your zeal, and am grateful for the care you 
*^ take of me ; but, dear Doctor, if my hour is 
^^ come, if it is written above that I am to die, 
*Vneitfaer you nor all the physicians iti the 
**. world can alter the decree." In saying these 
words his eyes were raised towards heaven, and 
the. sound of his voice was elevated and sono- 
rous : I could not master my emotion, and with- 
drew. I had a violent fever, and was for seve- 
ral days unable to attend him. At last, as he 
wi$hed to see me, I made an effort and went to 
him. I found him in bed, complaining of an 
intolerable pain proceeding from the left hypo- 
chondriac region, and extending on one side up 
to the corresponding shoulder, and on the other 
to the lumbar region. He experienced great 
VOL. 1. 2d 
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-difficottf in hreatiamg, and the dbdomem was 
aMiriderahly dirtghJAL — ^Osderad fomentetioM, 
on efieina» and ap^nodfiie draught: the lattar 
pgodacBd £cieqiieBt and kmpid ernctattops, 

F€h. 1 1th. — ^The fimpemrhad paaied a good 
mighty and at nx in the mormiig^^ took a rioe- 
aoap. The a3ninploins of the psecediiig day ap- 
-{leared agaui, and were again removed by the 
sane . means* In the aftenioen I prescribed n 
hitter laixtme, 

1 2th« — ^Napoleon a htde better this monusg. 
He however rejected, at ten oclook, the li4!Me 
food he had taken* He wouM hear no mai9^ of 
the bkter mixtitire. 

1 3th. — The Ifimpeixir took a little cieam and 
jetty« The . v^imiting oeased. — Spirits {^oonay. 

14th. — The ilfaistrious patient was iMter 
than <m the preoediag day, and ate wiA tole- 
i«Ue ajq^etile ; his spirits, wck also eonsideraibly 
better. 

15th. — Continned anM»dmtnt. ^ Weare yoa 
*' at Milan, Doctor/' said he, '' when I weot to 
" take the iron orown ?*'— « No, Siae.''— ** AJiid 
'* when I went to Venice?" — "' i was not Ab» 
either; but yxmr Majesty had juat planted oar 
eagles on the hanks of: iSbe; Viatidai Italf wnt 
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intoxicated wilii glory; its whole population 
eageriy flobk'ed around yon^'' — ^ It is tme that 
** I* was afitlita^adticlflly rieomed, parficalari^ 
'' in the Lagiuies. r Veniee had pot aD \m fpa* 
^ dolas out to scsa; nothing was seen itii dH 
^' sides but fipii^esy feathers, d&s^ &c. ; all iinai 
'* was handsome and eSegaat had assemble 
^' from ail parts at Fusine, and never had Ae 
** Adriatic witnessed so pompous a speetade."—r 
** That explosion of feeling was not to be won* 
dartd hi ; £t>r with one hand yon were driving 
ih^ Barmatians from' a ksd which tbey had 
poftoiedf and with the other you were ew<^ng 
moamnents, making roads, atad conistraiting or 
creAing every where the' most usefol estafalnh* 
meats. Besides, the march of your admini^tra^ 
tikm was so firin and so rapid !'* — '^ You are 
** nghti it was an immease machine, the whieels 
of which were perfectly wdl adapted. I ex- 
posed their action and its cause to the Legisla- 
tive Body, and prodvieed a great effect : Italy 
^ ^^proved ctf the prfneipies I dfevdqMd/' I 
^fidt mxious to know what were the prindples 
t&'vrhich the Emperor was alhiding ; and having 
lodsed lor, aad found, the speech he pronounced 
.cti the occasion referred to, I read it :-r- 

2n2 
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^' GenAemta of the'Legi^tivef Bddjr;'' iAid 
he» ** I havte tidceti a nfltnile ^vi^^ of dD 
tlie diflferent %rfttebes of adfiiiMfeCritknir ibid 
hay e iBlroduced into them the same- feunplSdi^ 
wbidi, with the help of adnee add censwe^ I 
have applied to the revislbii ef tlve ConslitfitiMiti 
cf Ljrofis. WhateTer isi good and grand ii 
ah^dysithe restdt of a sjrstem of simplkiky' and 
unifonnity. I have sttppressed the dembfe^ot^ 
gttttisKation ^ the depattmeiitid and prefeotuir^ 
adfxihiistrations/ because I hwe thought * that; 
by entniistmg the administrative duties ^ to thi 
preAict^ alone, tiot only a saving of one rtiUioii 
would be «flfk:ted'xn the eixpenses/ but a gneater 
riqpidity Would be obtained in the matx^h of 
affim^s. If r have placed near the prefects a 
council 'for the decision of Ktiglous transdctaims, 
it is in 'tonfbnfnfty with the principle, tjiat id'*- 
nrinistratibn should be the act of one maif, itiid 
the decision of litigations the aet of many. ' 

•* The statutes wbSch have just been read to 
you extend to my people rf It^ the advan- 
tages of the operation of the Code;H)tl^ the 
framing of whidi I myself presided. I hatie 
directed my Ckiuncil to prepaid an oc^toiisatioii 
of the judicial department tiiat may give to 
the tribunals the importance «and consideratidD 
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I .intend tfiey. ^HflfUppKO^^ I jciwri* m% «P- 
jgow tb^t 'A H^^tfir ^ooe shqidd, hs^e the 
p^^rerof rproii9Macuig upon jl^ibrtwBi^s of tbe 
cQm|Xuwity5 apd t}f at j^a^K^ concoale^ ivqia:the 
puUk view abould seor^t^ decide, 9ot oplF 
uppn thm intereetst but up<m their liv^. In 
the ovgfuiui^tioa which will be pv^sent^ tp groH« 
my Ckmocit will endeavour to ,bestow upofk py 
people «U the.advABti^ resuMi^ from icdteq* 
t»Ye rtpribunal^, public pra«eediug9s w^d tjb&,pi^]ic 
d^fenee of both parties. It >^ in i»c4^ ta^tfyjffre 
tQ.them au ^d^unistration of jviptife *fmvfi evU* 
d^Eitiy enlightened, that I have .decifl^ that t^ 
jiylees who pronounce jijulgfaent $haU be. JJ^ofp 
who have alBo presided at the debates. I harp 
not thought jth^t the , circumstances in which 
It^ly is placed mi^Jki allow me to ithiiiH Qf t^ 
e«bdiljphment pf juTifs;.,Jimt, the jwjg^ «s to 
pn^nounce^ as juri^ would, iqppu^h^ o^fp qpn- 
inc^om and without adopting diat sj^stepi; <of 
sisfttrevideiice Trluch t^aofeds .njore fc«qi)0iitfy to 
^o4«nger inj»9cenqe thap to li^ to th^ discovery 
of the guihy. The .surest, nite to giiide the 
jljdge who has preai4e4at a trial w the qonvic- 
tjiftpi-of his own coospieqce. _ 
. 1! I have sup^ntqided in pej;^^ thj^ eat^ 
Ji^l^fily^nt of r^ular apd secjjir^ jpprmsJp.thc 
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finimoes of the state, and I hope n/jr peo^^ewtt 
fed the advantage of the order whieh I luirtf 
dfiected nrf minister of Ihiances and * of Hilt 
pUhfie treasnre to introdnce into 4ie accounts, 
which win be pnUished: I have consented 
that the tmUie debt shoidd hest 'the name tft 
MonUNapokon^ in ordier to give an addidmiid 
security to its engagements and a renewed 
vigour to crediti 

^ PaUic instruction win cease to be depart- 
otetital ; I have fixed certaiti bases, in order to 
give it the unity, uniformity, and direetion, 
^iUcfa must exercise so great an infiuence over 
the maimers and habits of the rfaii^ getmtt- 
tion. 

** I have thought it ad visirible to begin *from 
this year to introduce a greate* degree of 
equidSty in the repartition of d^Murtmental ex- 
penditure, and to asmt those of my depart-* 
raents, such as the departments cf Mindo and 
Lower Po, who are sufi^aring from the necessity 
of defending tJiemselv^ against the devasta- 
tions caused by the waters. 

'* l%e finances are in the 'most prospooot 
condition, and no arrears exist -4b any of Ae 
payments of the State. My people of Italy pay 
less taxes than any other; they vnH not be 
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erifed upfm to bwr siqr additioQal barlieQ m 
t|ifl(t ne^Mci:. and if allerafciinis. liave bem ef« 
fiacted in some of the .cxHitiiliutioii8» if a duty 
for the legiatfy of acts has been intio- 
isuxd in Ae prqect of tke bac^^et, iqion a 
nodenale senile, it ia ib oxdfir to be able to 
dminish taxes of a move onerous nature. The 
€(ubutrc* is fiill of imperflectioiis, whidi become 
ai^parent every day; I ahaU endearour to re- 
medy those defects, and to overcome the ob- 
stades Imposed to soch operations, much less 
by the natwe of thin^ than by private inte- 
rests. I do not, hoiitev«r, flatter myself to 
obtain such results as will obviate the necessity 
of allowing a tax to reach its full amount. 

^ i have adopted meamres for bestowing on 
(he dergy a suitahle endowment, of which they 
have been in part deprived for the last ten 
years; and my object in restoring some con- 
veotSy as I have done, has been to protect 
those who devote< themselves to services of 
pnUic utility, or who, placed in the intmor of 
the country amongst the peasantry, find them- 
sdves in a situation and in cucumstanoes to 
supply the phice of the regular dei^. I have 

^ Doomsday book. 
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also made m^ ^prwmfm m^'wjA maUe tkke 
bkbop^ to b^. ua^ful ta Mie ymr; a^d^ I enlir 
ifait^ to ta]ce. into caD«id^Bati<m^lheo»IMtitioD^«f 
the curates, untU I,b9(¥^ r^di^ Ate JHfonmft^. 
tionicesilUing from l;he inquiiias.I tove dii^ected 
to be iinmediiptely ^ifuk ,r^isf|ectijig; tbeir .tone 
akuation. I koQw tbcit.. nw> j . <^ .ibwiv- . jwitiR 
culadyt tfao«e liyipg in .tibe :Viqimt«Q«» arte, jn ;a 
state.jof {Hay^rtiy;, whwlb I.hfiy^ tbeMQ^.aoxiauft. 
wi«h:tg.relievi^,: ., . , . ,; .» .. ... ; -in n 

which will be completed this year, and oi» whtdi 
four . jUiousw^yi ii^oirk^Ku . ^e , a& Hhisa JOioAient 
emplqy^ &fT that ,p«xt: auly Whiah .ftro^^^eftdthe 
kingdom .of Italy. I,h%i^pr4^j^|hat Ijb^giael 
Q£ye^PQ.9hpuld.t^ bfgffp, f^pd tfmt tMse ipa^ 
QoiAaot Jkabq^TB phqii^i.bet i(?mm^i^cedi witbont 
delay^ and c^od^ion ;i!rith a^tivijty^ , « i.. 

''. I hay^ pot Jiegji^^ ^qy >q£ thfl;.Q^wte 
respecting which my exp^rju^i^pQ; in mpU^ffn \9€ 
adminj^trittion, oquld. b^ .we^/V> mgf ^^eqple ; 
and before Lr^pa^ tl^^oimtf&n^i JibaUlvisil 
some.of the .depa^m^^^, , ia arim to k^yheViat 
acquainted with th^lr ¥£im4;$»: . .^ . :• .i 

" I shall leave, as d^ppipiti^y pCja^^^nth^ritgis^ 
a young prince whom I have brought vip &»m 
his childhood, and who willy tbereSo^i be. Bni- 
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mated wMi the same' spirit as mysdf. But I 
liaiie, 4it (the- saitte time, made soch anraage* 
SKUtB as wiH bring the most important dhisn 
of^the State mider tblj iimMdiate diiectioit. 

^ The cvraDors of my Comicil win present to 
JWD the projeiH^ of a law- for granting to Meiri, 
mjr «fcaaoeUor and keep^ of the seals, and dar- 
ing fovr years the depositary ofniy antboritj 
aa ¥ice«pif«sident, a dommn whkdi may remain 
in his &mily, as a testimony to his descendants 
of ilie aatisfrction I hai>re derived from his 
strvieesi 

^^ I iMnk' I have fnnridked adcBtiomd proo6 
of my undenting resohition, to do for my 
pao|ile of Italy ^ they expect from me; I 
hefte they wyi, in their torn, occiqiy that 
piaoe ki' my es&mrtion wMch I have intended 
for them ; th^ can ^tAy do *this by being 
thaimighly persuaded that I9ie army is the 
p r in c ip al' prop of a State. 

^^ It tt time that those yoni^ men who lead 
the idle life of cities, should cease to dread the 
fiitigues and dai^ersof war, and ^ould {dace 
themselves in a situMaon to be able to cause 
their' eomitry to be respected, if they wish it to 
be vespeetaUe. 

^ Gentlemen of the Liegislative Body, emu- 
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Itti 1^ jan v^ toy ComiGil af Slate; and by 
foor joiiii co^ipti«lioB}ilima9tb4he«ttaB]ii^ 
of pttbHc ftOBpmt% Affimrd to my >e proae n< a » 
tive tlittt 8u{)pd]^t whidi he ximit deri#e from 
you. 

^ The Britkh Oov^rmnent faavii^ gi^^^^n an 
evasive answer to the proposals I had rande to 
them, and the King of England having imme- 
diately made those proposals pMidif known, 
and insulted my people in his Parliament, the 
hopes i had entertamed of the re-^stabliahment 
of peace have considerably diminished* The 
French tkx^ have, however, since then, ob- 
tained advantages, to which I only attadi araie 
importance, becamse they must oerve to €on« 
viiice my enemies of the inutility of a war, in 
which tliey can gain nothif^, teid may lose 
every thing. The divisions of the flotiHa, the 
fir^tes built at Hie expense of the iltianoes of 
my kingdom of Italy, and whkh now form part: 
of the French foi!Ms, have, on several oecasions^ 
rendered beneficial services. I stfll 1h^ that 
the peace of the Continent wiU not be disturbed^ 
though my position does not dtow me to d»eadi 
any of the tiiances of war. I shall be in- Ae 
midst of you, whenever my presence is neces- 
sary to the safety of my kingdom of Italy/' 
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' lMt«--^aiiN% Mie Ifitb th&Bmpemr Imd soo 
dMtivcif ioBt «ad legained s t i gn g th a* ymmos 
degrees. He was to^dajr gnffeiHig with 4atu«' 
leneies <derdop0i in* the mtestfaud caaal^ and 
more particularly in the stomadi. He could 
not eat anjr meatf and oaly took imlky and 
ferinatieouft substances. 

20th. — ^Tonic pill. — fiensation of uneasineaB ; 
nermus inritatioB.'-'-'Cioiigh very dry land fati|pa^ 

Napcdeon was exhausted. — ^^WeU, Dooter» 
^ this wHl soon end ?** — ^ No, Ske^ the irritation 
is subnding."-^^' Sver the same, Docloar ; whoii 
••wffl you be tired of promising IwatthPV- 
** When hei^h is comei'" — *^ in . that case you 
** have a long while to pronrisek^rr-" Not so 
kmg as your Majesty supposes ; and if you wiH 
only use min^«t waters . . ." — ^ Do you think 
••they win allow me?" — ^* A reftisal would ex« 
pose (^em too much ; it would ht adoiowkdg^ 
ing mnrder \" — ** Poor Capa^ Carshw J y oi* do 
** not know them." — ^^ But if your health re* 
quires it^ and the Doctor orders it, Ibere would 
be too much inhumanity in a refusid." — ** Un* 
^ doubtedly." — He was looking at and following 
a doud whidi was seen at a distance. — ^* What 
^* effect do clouds produce upon us ? What in- 
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HudMe do they ^eerdfte over (tlie indhiitial 
^'wImi bimthes them? They cBUBt* every md^ 
^* metit derangie the eqtiilibtJiMn -•*-*predu0e a 
'* muifettiar cotitnustion — a.tenncm which eas 
** only be attended wilh fatal oonsequenoes, and 
** lead to death : for we are also goreroed by 
** the stole laws as other bodies ; fluid is coa- 
^ tained noar composition — we fed it by those 
** nervous irritatioM whidi denote stonny wear 
** ther. To place a man amongst the clouds — 
** to oblige him to live in the ^sjMiere.of activity, 
^ of those masses which change, pus, retursh— 
*^ every moment is oondemmng him to experi- 
** ence a series of shocks and deoomposilions 
** which must soon exfaaast life ; it is exposing 
** him to the terriUe energy of the galvanic 
*^ battery : am I right ?" I assented. '^ You 
'* must know. Doctor, that I am» aS' it. ware, 
*^ one of your profession ; I know almost with 
^ certainty what must resuk firom suek juid 
^ such a situation. Fot instance, a man 
^ placed in a vapour-bath, and immediately 
** afterwards. under the influence of excessive 
^ heat, wouid expesrienoe a .:disQi]gmiia*ioii 
« analogous to that of a damp body «idd«ly 
** exposed to the acticm of' fire ; he would 
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^ tocQiHe waipod^ w«idd»tonQeiit hinudtf, and 
^ woidd 80cm exbauat his strongthaiid ptMtn. 
^DoyoaneitiHiikso?" I b^;aB to perceive the 
eonchudim he was going ta airire at ; and, how^ 
ever fouiidieditwas,IcoiddiiottlttQk;of agn^eing 
in it, as it favoured his aversion to. medidnes, 
and predhided ail hope of recovery, I thereft«e 
told him thai such was not the* case; diat in 
a dinMte deoidedfy bad, whei«e the tntnsitions 
g£ the temperature from heat to. cold, were 
sudden, where the wind never cea^ to blow, 
where it rained incesMukly and 'abundantly. 
. . . ." He did not allvw me, time to finish. 
^ Ikoctor, you are always disposed- to see the 
** bright side of every thing; take that mfemo- 
*^Tandum-bo€^, which you* see there, near my 
** scrutoire ; it will describe to you such a 
** climate as you are speaking of. To^y 
*^ is l^e 20th of February — <how many toleraUe 
days have we had ?'' — > " But, Sire, thia year 
— «< Tdce any other, the first that comes, 
^* 1817, for instance: now I am listening.''-— 

** One, two "* — ** No ; do not count the 

^ days, read the statement from one end to the 
^ other; I like to hear what climate I have 
*• bome.^ I read : — 
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MSTSOBOl/XIICAL OB8SRVATION8, 
Mikit ut LosowooD dutiitg ike Yean 1816 a^ 181?. 



Date. 



1 

a 

3 

4 



6 

7 
8 

9 
10 
11 
19 
IS 
14 

1ft 

16 

17 
18 
19 
90 
21 
33 
33 
34 
25 



Morn. I Mood. |Ev«a 



37 
SB 



08 

66^ 



hhr. 

71 
70 
69 

70 
67l7a 



e7i 
67 

671 

68 
69 
67 

• ■ • 

67 



66 

67 
OSi 
68 
68 

68 



67i 

• • • 

68 
67 



70 

• B • 

• • • 

73 
99 



72 

(74 

71 
71 
69 

72 
69 

• • • 

72 

171 
70 



Fabr. 

09 
68 



67} Do. 
68 

69 

67i 
67 



69 



Fbbbuary^ 1817- 




REMARKS. 

Violeiit TfldH, fine weitiier^ wind. 
Windy ram, a^id fb^. 
"^ do. do. 

Do. do. do. 

Fine weather in the morning ; in 
the evening rain. 

wegther ^^lorally fine. 
Do. do. 

Sliriit rafai. 

Li^t wind, fine weather. ^ 

Do. do. 

6K^ Wind, rafai, and ftg. 
... Do. do. 

67 Wind, slight rain, and fog. 
67^Do. do. do. 

^ /Wind, slight rain, and fog ; in the 

^ \ evening much rain. 

67^ Foff, and mtidi rain. 

69 Li^t wind, and fine weather. 

68} Do. do. do. 

69 Much rain. 

68 Much rain, fog, and wind. 
... Violent rain and fog. 

69 Light wind, and much S*ain* 

. . . Ligiit wind, much rain, and fog. 

68 Light wiadL rain, and fog. 

68 Fine weather. 

68} Fine weather, light wind. 

68 Fine weather, strong bieeies. 

68 JHigh wind, rain ana fog. 



"Wen, Doctor ?"—** You are right. Sire: but 
it is not possible that every month should hitve 



t>y WAroLBtm. 



41fi 



been so bad."—'* Condnue to read : Mp March, 
" a is one of the fineat BMnths at St. Hekna;*' 
I again read. 



Date. Mom. 



1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 

17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
28 
24 
25 
26 

27 
28 

29 
30 

31 



Fahr. 

68 

67i 



67 

67 

67i 



68 



68^ 
68 

• • • 

681 
69 

■ • ■ 

70i 

68 
67 
67i 
68 

67 
68 



67 
69 



Nooa. 



Fahr. 

09 

70 

71 
72 

71 
72 

71i 
72 

71 

73i 

73 

» • • 

71 
72 

71 
73 

• • • 

74 
72 
69i 
70* 

e9i 



71 
73i 

TV 

72i 

71 

72 
70 

71 



£ven. 



Fahr. 

68 



69 

■ ■ • 

67 

68 
69 
70 



71 
71 
70 
69 
68 



70 
70 
71 
69 



68 

m 

71 

69 
70 

68 

70i 



70 



March^ 1817* 



REMARKS. 

^ind^ fog, and rain. 
Do. do. 

Fresh breezes, and fog. 
Fresh breezes, fog, and rain. 
Fresh breezes, dondy, and slight rain. 
Wind moderate, and fine weather. 
Wind, rain,^ and flog. 
Do. do. do. 

Slight wind, oloods, rain. 
Slight wind, fine weather. 
Oenerally fine, light winds. 
Freah breezes., fog, and rain. 
Fresh breezes, fog, and slu^ht rain. 
Fine weather, strong winoT 
Cloudy, but fine weather. 
Light wind, rain, and fog. 
Do. do. 

Lieht wind, and fine weather. 
Wind, fog, and intermittent rain. 
Wind, fog, and much rain. 
Do. / do. 

68^ Light wind, and rain. 
Light wind, rain, and fog. 
Hi^h wind, and fine weather. 
Rainy weather. 
Do. do. 

Do. do^ 

{Rain in the morning ; fine weather 
in the evening. 
Fine weather. 
Light rain. 
Clouds in the morning; rain in the 
evening. 



{ 
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^' Are you convinced^ Doctor? have you found 
** the climate you were goiBg to describe ?'' — 
"Why,8ire ... ." — "What?" — " Your Ma- 
jesty must be proof against every thiug ; and 
destined not to die." — ^** Very well. Doctor ; 
" hope is the best specific you can administer." 



END OF VOL. 1. 
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